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Hazard Register 

Version 2025 
 
 

Task Hazards Controls 
Chainsaw Use 1. Noise and vibration. • All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 

NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
Chainsaws 

• Always wear grade four earmuffs 
• Chainsaw maintenance 

 
 2. Cutting yourself, 

others or equipment. 
• Wear all safety equipment as listed in 

COP For Safety and Health in Forest 
Operations. 

• Operator training 
  • Correct maintenance 

• Always cut away from your body and 
equipment. 

• Always use two hands on the saw. 
• Firm stance before cutting. 
• Ensure saw has all safety features 

working before use. 
• No person shall enter a 3m radius of a 

saw being used. 
 

 3. Dust or wood particles 
in eyes 

• Always wear eye protection. 
 
 

 4. Fire during refuelling. • Do not start saw within 3m of refuelling 
site 

• Full oil tank first. 
Tree Felling 1. Tree falling on feller, 

traffic or other 
persons. 

 
 
 
 

• Use of correct techniques for situation. 
• Use felling aids. 
• No other persons to enter a 2 tree length 

radius of the tree being felled. 
• No felling within two tree lengths of any 

public road unless traffic is stopped. 
• Warning signs, tape and staff to isolate 
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2. Electrical conductors 

area. 
 

• No felling of trees within two tree lengths 
of conductors unless a suitable pulling 
line is attached 

• Always list conductors present on Site 
Specific Hazard Identification Plan. 

• Any doubt dismantle tree. 
 

Tree 
Climbing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Tree hazards e.g. 
hangers, decay etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Climbing equipment 

failure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Falling debris. 
 
 
4. Electrical conductors. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Falls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Injured climber unable 

to descend. 

• Training. 
• Visually inspect tree before climbing. 
• List specific hazards on Site Specific 

Hazard Management Plan with control 
measures. 

 
• Visual inspection before use (daily). 
• Weekly inspection (recorded). 
• Training in correct use. 
• All equipment must have a tensile 

strength of 2200kg and above. 
• All connections must be triple locking i.e. 

carabineers 
 

• Wear approved hardhat. 
• Inspect tree before climbing. 

 
• Inspect tree and site before work starts, 

list location of conductors on Site Specific 
Hazard Management Plan. 

• Maintain Minimum Approach Distances 
(MAD’s) as listed in COP. 

 
• Inspect tree for defects before climbing. 
• Training in safe climbing practices. 
• Maintain at least one closed point of 

attachment to the tree at all times i.e. 
rope or lanyard. 

• Select strongest practical roping point. 
 

• At least one member of ground staff 
must be trained in aerial rescue 
procedures, have sufficient equipment, 
and be capable to perform an aerial 
rescue if the climber is working above 12 
metres (excluding tree inspections), or 
carrying out more than simple tasks. 
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Pruning, 
Dismantling & 
Rigging  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Cutting ropes, yourself 
and equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Branches falling on 

fences, structures, 
underground services 
or electrical 
conductors. 

• Always cut away from body and 
equipment when using handsaw or 
chainsaw. 

• Wear all protective equipment as listed in 
COP’s. 

• Engage chain brake on chainsaw when 
not being used. Turn it off before 
changing position. 

 
• Inspect site before starting work. List any 

of these hazards on the Site Specific 
Hazard Management Plan. 

• Cut and hold branches (handsaw). 
• Rope and lower any branches that the 

direction of fall can’t be controlled. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Branches falling on 
ground staff. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4. Equipment failure. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Crush injuries to 

climber by falling limbs 
and loads suspended 
on ropes. 

 
 
6. Tree failing due to 

loading created by 
rigging operations. 

 
 
 
 

• Hard hats. 
• High viz clothing. 
• Warn ground staff before cutting and 

check it is clear. 
• Ground staff paying attention to climber 

when under tree. 
• Do not stand directly under branches 

suspended on ropes. 
 

• Know SWL (Safe Working Load) of 
equipment and do not exceed. 

• Check equipment visually before use. 
Retire damaged equipment. 

• Recorded checks weekly. 
 

• Training 
• Position yourself above and away from 

the rope and tree sections intended 
direction of fall. 

• Plan work process. 
 

• Training 
• Assess trees stability to handle proposed 

rigging operations. List defects and 
control measures on the Site Specific 
Hazard Management Plan. 

• Plan work method to reduce loading to a 
factor that can be safely absorbed by 
tree. 
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Working In 
Public Areas 

1. Public entering 
worksite. 

 
2. Traffic.  

• Warning signs and tape 
• Crew to warn public away. 

 
• No tree felling within two tree lengths of 

any public road unless traffic is stopped. 
• High viz vests to be worn while working 

on the road 
• Correct cones and signs too Transit 

regulations. 
 

Any Machinery 
 
 

1. Body parts caught in 
moving parts or 
workers being struck 
by moving plant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Electrical conductors 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
any machinery 

• Training.  All safety guards and features 
are in place and working. 

• Keep required safe distance from 
operating equipment High viz clothing 

• Get operators attention and clearance 
before approaching machine. 

• No passengers. 
• Maintenance 
• Wear suitable hearing protection 
• Regular breaks when using this type of 

machinery. 
 

• Inspect site before work starts, list 
location of conductors on Site Specific 
Hazard Management Plan. 

• Keep 4m away unless permission is 
received from supply authority. 

• If permission is obtained, maintain 
Minimum Approach Distances as listed in 
COP. 

 
Working 
Outdoors 
 
 
 
 

1. Skin cancer. 
 
 
2. Bad weather. 
 
 
3. Dehydration 

• Apply sunscreen, which is provided in all 
vehicles. 

 
• Wear warm, waterproof clothing when 

wet and cold. 
 

• Drink water regularly. 
 

Digging (Hand 
or Machine) 
 

1. Underground services. 
 
 

• Inspect site before starting work, list 
location and type of all services on Site 
Specific Hazard Management Plan. 
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• Maintain required distance from these 
services. 

 
Lifting 1. Over exertion or strain • Get help to lift heavy objects. 

• Cut large pieces of wood smaller into 
manageable lengths 

 
 

Machinery: 
  ATV & Mule 

1.  Operating ATV’s and 
Kawasaki Mule. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Driving on uneven 
surfaces, slippery sloping 
or hilly terrain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Carrying loads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Overloading vehicles 
 
 
 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
ATV or Mule 

• Wear suitable strong footwear when 
operating machines. 

• Never ride vehicles when fatigued or 
under the influence of alcohol. 

 
• Use alternative routes that can be used in 

adverse conditions. 
• Use smooth throttle applications when 

climbing a slope will help maintain 
stability. 

• Wear suitable footwear (steel cap boots). 
• When riding up a slope lean forward and 

select a suitable gear. 
• When riding down a slope, move your 

body backwards and select a suitable 
gear. 

• Look out for potential hazards when 
riding such as rocks, bumps, holes, 
particularly if riding through long grass or 
scrub. 

• Nobody under the age of 16 is to operate 
the ATV or mule unless authorised by 
NEC rep. 

 
 

• It is common for spray tanks to weigh up 
to 100kg when full.  These tanks can 
create an stability problem which can 
result in a loss of stability.  Do not fill 
spray tanks above the manufacturer’s 
recommended limit, taking into 
consideration the weight of the tank, its 
contents, brackets and attachments. 

• Ensure the load is evenly distributed and 
well secured. 
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4.  Poor vehicle 
maintenance 

 
• When using attachments and carrying 

loads, ensure any attachment or load 
does not alter the ATV’s centre of gravity 
and affect its stability. 

• Most ATV’s have carry frames front and 
rear.  The manufacturer’s loading for 
these carry frames should be noted and 
not exceeded. 

• After riding through water, check brakes. 
 

• Follow the manufacturer’s recommended 
maintenance plan and ensure all repairs 
are carried out by a competent person. 

• Regularly check: tyre inflation, tread, 
brake and throttle cable condition, 
steering ball joints, oil and accessory 
attachments. 

 
Electric Fence 
Units 

1.  Working with or around 
electric fences.  Climbing 
through fences. 

• Ensure electric fences that are hidden 
from obvious view or across roadways 
are clearly tagged or marked. 

• Where electric fences are positioned 
close to gateways and walking tracks 
must have signs displaying the wording 
“Electric Fence”. 

• Ensure people working in the vicinity of 
hidden fences are aware of there 
whereabouts. 

• Wear gumboots or rubber footwear 
when working with electric fencing to 
reduce shock. 

• All mains (110v/230v) operated 
energizers must conform with the local 
standard requirements. 

• Ensure no more than one energizer 
electrifies any one fence line at any one 
time 

• Keep fencing away from combustible 
material, or in times of extreme fire risk, 
use the reduced power terminal or 
disconnect energizer.. 

• Where possible avoid any fence line 
passing under or running parallel to 
power lines. 
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Hand Tools 1.  Incorrect use of hand 
tools 
 
 
 
 
2. Repetitive action using 

tools frequently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Tools left lying around. 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
any Hand Tools that can cause harm. 

• Ensure you are wearing appropriate 
clothing and personal protective 
equipment, e.g. gloves, safety glasses. 

• When using sharp tools for cutting never 
cut towards your body or hand. 

 
• Organise work so you can mix repetitive 

and non-repetitive activities. 
• Take frequent, short rest breaks. 
• Vary or rotate jobs to avoid over use. 
• Try to regularly undertake simple and 

gentle exercises to reduce muscle tension 
during rest breaks. 

• Try to arrange work materials or 
equipment to avoid overreaching or 
twisting, which can place further stress 
on muscles. 

• Hand tools for repetitive tasks should be 
a comfortable size, shape and weight. 

 
• Good housekeeping practices should be 

part of the daily routine, with clean up 
being a continuous procedure. 

• The work area should be kept free of 
wastee and loose materials as well as 
tools.  This is especially important around 
ladders, ramps, stairs and passageways. 

• Sharp edged or pointed tools should have 
the edge or point guarded at all times 
when not in use. 

 
Plant: Pumps 1.  Contact with hot parts. 

 
 
 
2.  Excessive noise. 
 
3.  Working on or near 
pumps 
 

• Lag pipes where necessary. 
• Ensure the appropriate safety equipment 

is provided and used. 
 

• Wear hearing protection when required. 
 

• Do not remove guards for maintenance 
until the machine is stopped and isolated 
with all power sources neutralised. 

• Ensure guarding design is practical – 
allows access and protects the user. 

• Keep hands well clear of trapping points. 
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• Ensure all guards are in place before 
commencing work. 

• You should not wear loose clothing. 
• Keep hands and body well clear of all 

moving parts. 
• Ensure long hair is tied back. 

 
Plant: Power 
tools 

1.  Working with or around 
power tools 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.  Excessive noise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Flying objects, 
projectiles, sparks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Poorly maintained 
equipment 
 
 
 
5.  Repetitive use of power 
tools 
 
 
6.  Working with or around 
moving parts 
 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
Power Tools 

• You should never operate power tools 
unless trained and completely familiar 
with the tool in question. 

• Make a quick inspection of the tool 
before use. 

• Keep power cords clear of sharp objects, 
oil, grease and hot surfaces. 

• Always use a RCD or isolating transformer 
when using power tools. 

• Always test  RCD before use. 
 

• Hearing protection should be worn when 
working around excessive noise. 

• Regularly maintain power tools and 
machinery.  Keep parts well oiled, change 
old or loose parts, vibrating mounts, 
silencers etc. 

 
• Keep moving parts directed away from 

the body. 
• Eye protection should be worn when 

operating tools if there is a risk of flying 
objects. 

• If necessary use clamps to hold article 
firm, or ask for assistance to hold article. 

 
• Ensure equipment is serviced regularly by 

a certified person. 
• Damaged or worn cords should be 

replaced immediately. 
 

• Organise work so you can mix repetitive 
and non repetitive activities. 

• Take frequent short breaks. 
 

• Keep moving parts directed away from 
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7.  Working with vibrating 
equipment 

the body. 
• Wear appropriate firm fitting clothing 

and have long hair tied back. 
• Safety guards should not be removed or 

modified.  Ensure equipment is fitted 
with correct guards. 

• Use clamps or vices when to hold work 
wherever possible. 

• Always use two hands when operating 
power tools. 

• Ensure loose cords are not left lying 
around. 

• Ensure chains and blades on machinery 
are sharpened to manufacturer’s 
specifications. 

 
• Routinely check any anti vibration 

mounts for damage or wear, replace if 
necessary. 

• Maintain firm grip on handles. 
• Ensure job rotation or regular breaks are 

taken to avoid over use. 
 

Plant:  
Tractors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1.  Children on or around 
tractors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
Chainsaws 
 

• Children must be 12 years old in order to 
be allowed to drive an agricultural tractor 
and 15 years old to drive it on a public 
road. 

• It is illegal for a child under 12 to ride on 
an agricultural implement drawn by a 
tractor unless that implement is “a sled 
or trailer designed or adapted exclusively 
or principally for the carriage of 
passengers or goods”. 

• It is illegal for a child under 12 to ride on 
a tractor ‘while it is drawing any 
implement”. 

• Children are not allowed to ride on the 
tractor with the operator. 

• It is illegal for children under the age of 
15 to drive any tractor other than an 
agricultural tractor. 

• Watch for children when driving in the 
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2.  Excessive noise 
 
 
 
3.  Climbing up/climbing 
down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Moving on 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

farmyard, around farm buildings, and 
along races.  
Children under five years are especially at 
risk and should be supervised by an adult 
at all times. 

 
• If operating a tractor without a well 

insulated cab hearing protection should 
be worn (min grade 4). 

 
• It is generally recommended that a 

tractor be mounted and dismounted 
from the left-hand (clutch pedal) side. 

• Dismounting 
It is safest to dismount backwards − to 
stand up, move the right leg through 
between the steering wheel and seat, 
turn to face the seat while doing so, and 
step down backwards. 

• Nearly all offset trailing equipment is 
mounted on the right-hand side. 

• If the tractor should move after 
dismounting from the right-hand side 
there is danger of being caught by this 
equipment. 

• This way the whole process is controlled. 
One hand grips the steering wheel, the 
other grips the mudguard. 
By dismounting this way, if clothing 
catches, it can be disentangled before a 
fall occurs. 

• NEVER move a tractor from rest unless 
you KNOW that all is clear. There could 
be a small animal or a young child in front 
of or behind you. 

 
 

• There are some important points you will 
need to remember as a tractor driver:  

• The brake pedals are designed to be 
operated individually to help turn the 
tractor with a heavy load. Without that 
load though, they can be dangerous if 
only one brake is applied, especially at 
speed. 

• The brakes should be kept adjusted so 
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5.  Attaching and using 
implements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

that when applied, they grip evenly on 
both wheels and the tractor does not 
veer off to either side. 

• Inexperienced drivers should keep the 
brakes locked together. If either wheel is 
braked individually at high speed the 
tractor will swerve violently to one side, 
and could overturn, even on flat ground. 

• Keep both hands on the steering wheel 
where practical and keep thumbs on the 
outside of the wheel. 

• Don't turn your wrist over and grip the 
inside of the wheel when turning or 
reversing.  

• Never coast with the engine off, 
especially if the tractor has power 
steering. Steering then becomes heavy.  

• Keep your speed down to suit the 
surroundings and ground surface.  

• Only one person, the driver, should be 
allowed on the tractor when it is moving 
unless a passenger seat is specifically 
provided.  

 
• There are five types of hydraulically-

mounted or trailed equipment: 

Drawbar-trailed implements  
• It's safest to PULL FROM THE FIXED 

DRAWBAR (sometimes referred to as the 
swinging drawbar). 

• Always use the correct size drawbar pin 
with a lynch pin through the bottom of it 
when attaching trailed implements.  

• Choose the correct gear − a good guide is 
to descend a hill in the same gear it takes 
to go up.  

• The use of clutch and brakes together 
while towing a heavy load up or down hill 
is not recommended.  

• Leave the clutch alone, and brake 
sparingly to avoid locking the wheels in a 
skid.  

• Drawbars attached directly to the 
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hydraulic lift-arms called hydraulic 
drawbars may give more traction but 
should not be raised too high. 

• Pulling from the ‘top link’ position can 
make the front of the tractor rear up, 
which is dangerous.  
The top link is for attaching three-point 
linkage implements only.  

• NEVER PULL FROM THE TOP LINK! 

Three-point linkage  
• When picking up implements on the 

three-point linkage, reverse in low ratio 
up to the centre of the three-point 
linkage attachment and square with it. 

• Reverse up to the implement to be 
attached so that the left-hand lower link 
arm (the arm without an adjusting handle 
on it) is beside the attaching point.  

• Park the tractor and dismount.  
• Attach left-hand side first, then use the 

levelling lever adjustment to wind the 
right-hand lower link arm to the height of 
the right-hand attaching point and 
connect.  

• When these two points are attached, 
then attach the ‘top link’ or ‘centre link’ 
to the tractor and then the implement.  

• When all three points are attached, the 
implement should be raised off the 
ground and ‘levelled’ behind the tractor 
by use of the right-hand lower link arm 
adjuster and/or adjustment of the top 
link or centre link.  

Power-take-off driven implements  
• This is the means by which the power of 

the tractor engine is used to drive trailed 
or mounted rotating equipment (such as 
hay-baler, rotary hoe, mower, forage 
harvester, spray pump).  
Once again there are basic rules when 
using PTO driven equipment: 

• When attaching PTO powered 
implements, the tractor engine should be 
shut down while attaching the PTO shaft. 
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6.  Using hydraulics 
 

• Unguarded machinery shafts have caused 
death and injury to many adults and 
children. SHAFTS ON ALL PTO DRIVEN 
EQUIPMENT MUST BE GUARDED AT ALL 
TIMES. When not in use, the tractor stub 
shaft should be covered by both the 
guard and shield provided. 

• Walk around the tractor and the machine 
first to check that no-one is likely to be 
hurt when the machine starts. 

• Before engaging the PTO lever, ensure 
that there is no object in the path of the 
blades, flails or other moving parts of the 
machine to be used. Engage the PTO only 
from the tractor seat.  

• Many accidents involving the PTO have 
occurred around or near the yard and 
buildings where tractors or machines 
were left unattended. 

• An operator should never adjust, service 
or lubricate a machine while either it, or 
the tractor engine, is running.  

• At ‘start-up’, use a slow engine speed; 
increase speed after engagement of the 
PTO.  

• Before leaving the seat of the tractor, 
disengage the PTO lever and stop the 
machine completely.  

• Make sure you find out the correct PTO 
speed and corresponding tractor engine 
speed at which to run the implement. 
Check the operator's manual.  

Rear-mounted implements  
• It is very easy to overload rear-mounted 

transport trays to the point where the 
tractor's front wheels have insufficient 
weight for steering and tractor stability. 
The driver may be unaware of the 
problem until a hill is climbed or even a 
bump is struck and the front end lifts off 
the ground.  
If heavy loads on the back are a regular 
thing, front-mounted counterweights or 
a front carrier are recommended.  
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7.  Protect yourself 
 

 
• In operating any equipment mounted on 

tractor hydraulics there are certain points 
which should be noted: 

• The hydraulic controls should be 
operated only FROM THE TRACTOR 
SEAT. While it is time-consuming to do 
this, the driver's seat is the safest place 
from which to make height adjustments. 
Tractor hydraulics are enormously 
powerful. 

• When implements are attached ALWAYS 
check that hydraulic equipment is 
lowered to the ground and the power-
take-off (PTO) is disengaged, before 
leaving the operator's seat. 

• If anyone or anything gets caught in the 
moving parts, the driver or operator 
needs to be in a position to take 
immediate corrective action.  
Be aware of "pinch-points". KEEP HANDS, 
FINGERS AND FEET AWAY. 

• Beware of tractors having two 
hydraulically mounted implements 
running on the one hydraulic system, 
even when the engine is not running. 
Sometimes the heavier implement will 
cause the other one to move 
unexpectedly. 

• If you are required to work under raised 
equipment of any sort (such as front-end 
loaders, hay elevators, truck hoists) PUT 
A MECHANICAL SUPPORT UNDER IT 
FIRST! Don't rely on hydraulics or 
mechanical locks to protect you. 

• When parking the tractor, even for a 
short time, ALL HYDRAULIC EQUIPMENT 
SHOULD BE LOWERED TO THE GROUND. 

 
• Close fitting clothes 
• The type of clothes you wear can have a 

big influence on your safety. 
• Avoid loose-fitting or flapping clothing 

when working with tractors and 
machinery. 

• Wearing overalls is recommended. 
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• Gumboots and working boots with steel 
toe caps are recommended. 

• Hearing protection 
• Hearing loss can accumulate without you 

being aware of it. When operating a 
tractor, hearing protection (ear muffs or 
ear plugs) should be worn at all times. 

• Checking for debris 
• If the tractor has inadequate rear-wheel 

mudguards, of if the wheels are extended 
beyond the mudguard cover, give the 
wheels a quick clean before accelerating 
to road speed after working soft ground. 

• Check especially for rocks lodged 
between dual tyres. Debris thrown off 
the tyres as the machine accelerates 
could become deadly missiles. 

• Safety frames 
• Statistics prove that SAFETY FRAMES 

SAVE LIVES!  
In the unfortunate event of a roll over, 
where a safety frame is fitted, DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO LEAVE THE TRACTOR SEAT 
OR CAB. Hold on tightly to the steering 
wheel − the safety frame will provide 
considerable protection. 

 
Maintenance 

• Preventive maintenance is the practice of 
maintaining equipment in good working 
condition. 
A poorly maintained machine greatly 
increases the risk of injury to the 
operator. Failure of working parts (such 
as brakes) to perform their function can 
lead to a very dangerous situation.  
Features which should be checked on a 
regular basis include: 

• BRAKES - lubricate linkages, and adjust 
brakes evenly on both sidesTYRES - check 
air pressure, water content, damage, 
wear. Also check tightness of wheel 
nuts.HYDRAULICS - lubricate linkages and 
adjustBATTERY - top up, keep fully 
chargedSTEERING - lubricate, check 
linkage, nuts, etcSHIELDS AND GUARDS - 
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keep in place, replace if damaged 
• DAILY - keep fuel, water, engine oil and 

transmission oil topped up and check air-
cleaner indicator, or pre-cleaner. 

 
Plant:  Welding 1.  Arc welding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Electric welding 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
all Welders 

• Ensure you use a shield or helmet with a 
suitable grade of filtered lens. 

• To protect your skin from burns, wear 
long sleeves, overalls and steel capped 
boots. 

• Avoid welding cutting or heating empty 
drums.  Always check what has been 
inside an if necessary clean thoroughly 
before welding cutting or heating. 

• Welding can also generate toxic fumes 
fro chemical residues.  Avoid welding on 
metal coated surfaces such as galvanised 
steel. 

• Have regulators maintained by a 
competent person. 

• Take care not to drop or damage gauges 
and regulators. 

• Ensure equipment is in good working 
order. 

• Do not allow any fittings of oxy-acetylene 
equipment to be contaminated with 
grease or oil under any circumstances. 

• Do not oil unions, gauges or other 
components. 

• Use the correct colour and type of hoses 
and fittings recommended by the 
manufacturers. 

• Flashback arrestors should be fitted to all 
oxy-acetylene equipment to overcome 
the danger of flashback. 

• Do not light up welding equipment with 
matches or cigarette lighters.  Use an 
appropriate flint electric ignition device. 

• Do not smoke when welding on jobs. 
 

• All electrical hazards should be identified 
and addressed. 

• Always install the welding machine as 
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close as possible to the power source. 
• Always keep the welding machine 

terminals and cable connections clean 
and tight. 

• Always wear rubber insulated shoes. 
• Always get a qualified electrician to do 

any electrical repairs  
• Have a suitable fire extinguisher close for 

all welding cutting heating and grinding 
activities. 

 
Animals:  
Sheep 

1.  Lifting sheep (dead or 
alive). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Working around or 
having direct contact with 
animal urine, organs, offal, 
contaminated water and 
birth fluid from animals. 

• If sheep need to be lifted get assistance 
where possible. 

• When lifting alone; sit the sheep on its 
rump, squat down, take a firm hold of its 
back legs while keeping the sheep’s head 
up to restrict movement.  Pull the animal 
firmly against your body, and lift using 
your legs, not your back. 

 
• Maintain all basic hygiene precautions 

such as good hand washing after 
handling stock. 

• Use disposable gloves when handling 
dead animals. 

• Immediately burn or bury any found 
carcasses. 

• Clean down vehicles. 
Chemicals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agri-chemicals at work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• It is the user’s responsibility to ensure 
they have adequate information available 
on any product which may be hazardous 
to themselves, other employees or other 
people in the arboretum. 

• For more in depth information about the 
active ingredients in agri-chemicals a 
Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 
should be used. 

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for 
mixing applying and disposal of the 
product.  Refer to the label on containers 
and also wear the suitable personal 
protective equipment listed. 

• Always wash hands after using chemicals 
before going to the toilet, eating or 
smoking.  Do not eat or smoke while 
mixing or applying chemicals. 
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Chemicals 

 
 

 
Members of the public 
coming into contact with 
chemicals. 
 
Spraying with chemicals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Storing of chemicals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fuels (petrol, diesel, oils) 
Handling of fuels 

• Ensure staff is trained in the use of 
applying agrichemicals. 

 
• Ensure that chemicals are stored out of 

reach in a clearly marked and locked 
area. 

 
 

• Spray early in the morning when 
members of the public are not around or 
use signs to warn people of spraying in 
progress. 

• If working alone advise someone where 
you will be working and take RT with you 

• Never use the same equipment to apply 
herbicides and pesticides. 

 
• Store chemicals only in their original 

containers and ensure the containers are 
closed and clearly labelled. 

• Ensure suitable fire extinguishing 
equipment is available. 

• Incompatible chemicals, i.e. those that 
will adversely react if mixed together, 
must not be stored together, refer to 
labels and MSDS sheets. 

• In general store powders above liquids. 
• All storage must be properly signed. 
• Storage should be secure and lockable. 
• Storage should be adequately ventilated 

and not subjected to excessive 
dampness. 

 
•  

Ocmis Mobile 
Irragators 

1 large 
1  small 

1.  Working with or around 
irrigators 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
Ocmis Mobile Irrigators 

• Make an inspection of the irrigator 
before use. 

• Keep hoses clear of sharp objects, oil, 
grease and hot surfaces. 

• Notify all ground users prior to beginning 
• Check for hanging trees or wires prior to 

turning on 
• Check ground for safe travel of the 

irrigators 
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2.  Excessive noise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Flying objects, 
projectiles, sparks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Poorly maintained 
equipment 
 
 
 
5.  Repetitive use of power 
tools 
 
 
6.  Working with or around 
moving parts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Working with vibrating 
equipment 

 
 

• Hearing protection should be worn when 
working around excessive noise. 

• Regularly maintain power tools and 
machinery.  Keep parts well oiled, change 
old or loose parts, vibrating mounts, 
silencers etc. 

 
• Keep moving parts directed away from 

the body. 
• Eye protection should be worn when 

operating irrigators if there is a risk of 
flying objects. 

• If necessary use clamps to hold article 
firm, or ask for assistance to hold article. 

 
• Ensure equipment is serviced regularly by 

a certified person. 
• Damaged or worn parts should be 

replaced immediately. 
 

• Organise work so you can mix repetitive 
and non repetitive activities. 

• Take frequent short breaks. 
 

• Keep moving parts directed away from 
the body. 

• Wear appropriate firm fitting clothing 
and have long hair tied back. 

• Safety guards should not be removed or 
modified.  Ensure equipment is fitted 
with correct guards. 

• Use clamps or vices when to hold work 
wherever possible. 

• Always use two hands when operating 
irrigators. 

• Ensure loose parts are not left lying 
around. 

• Ensure hoses, connections on machinery 
are set to manufacturer’s specifications. 

 
• Routinely check any anti vibration 

mounts for damage or wear, replace if 
necessary. 

• Maintain firm grip on handles. 
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• Ensure job rotation or regular breaks are 
taken to avoid over use. 

•  
Automatic 
Irrigation 
System 

1.  Working with or around 
irrigators 
 

• All users MUST be inducted by NEC or 
NEC nominated contractor prior to use of 
the Irrigation System 

• Notify all users prior to beginning 
• Check grounds are clear and safe for 

irrigators to begin 
  •  

 
Note:  
In addition to these control measures all work procedures must be carried out in 
accordance with the following Approved Codes of Practices: 
 

 The Approved Code of Practice for Safety and Health in Tree Work: 
o Part 1: Arboriculture. 

 
 
These are located in the office. 
 
I have read and understood all hazards contained in this Hazard Register: 
 
Name Position Signed Date 
    
…………………………… …………………………. ……………………… ………. 
…………………………… …………………………. ……………………… ………. 
…………………………… …………………………. ……………………… ………. 
…………………………… …………………………. ……………………… ………. 
 
 
Last Updated 11.08.2025 
administrator@nec-chch.co.nz 
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