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Show Hunter Chair AGM Report 2025 

 

I am pleased to present my first report as chair of Show Hunter after taking on the role 
after the AGM last year. 

Although I have been on the Executive for a couple of years, taking on the role of the 
Chair and consequentially a seat on the Jumping Board, has been quite a learning curve 
for me this year, but one that I am enjoying. 

I have been very fortunate to have had wonderful support from the Executive members, 
Penny Tapley and the Jumping Board, and Marilyn Thompson who is always available to 
advise and guide me. 

The Show Hunter Executive is fortunate to be made up of a group of ladies with the 
knowledge, enthusiasm and passion to positively lead Show Hunter in New Zealand, 
and we have had a full and busy year.   

We have reinstated monthly zoom meetings, with executive members holding specific 
portfolios, ensuring that we keep abreast of matters in a timely manner and keep 
connected. 

We have completed the transition of the Judges Advisors to the Show Hunter Technical 
Committee, now operating under a Terms of Reference to bring them into line with how 
the Jumping Technical Committee operates.   I thank the Technical Committee for 
helping make this change, and for their work overseeing the rules of our sport. 

We have continued to work hard at communicating with our delegates and now provide 
them with regular newsletters and have held two delegates zoom meetings during the 
year. 

Communication with our riders has also been worked on with regular Hunter Highlights 
published on our Facebook page, highlighting tips and hints to hopefully help improve 
their show hunter experience. Our popular Show Hunter booklet is being revamped for a 
reprint. 

We have worked on providing our Show Hunter riders with specific Show Hunter media 
reports each week on our Facebook page, thanks to the hard work of Claire Muirhead, 
Rebecca Wylie and Maria Collins and this will continue this coming season. 

This year we followed jumping and held a Town Hall Meeting to discuss the remits prior 
to the AGM and this proved successful. 

Having a dedicated Show Hunter riders Rep is another initiative we are working on and 
as a trial, we plan to co-opt on a Show Hunter Rider to the Executive for this year, with 
the intention to have this formalized into the by-laws to be run the same as the Jumping 
Riders Rep with the rep chosen by the riders going forward. 



The NZ National Jumping Championships provided another great show with four days of 
show hunter competition, and some lovely combinations were crowned the Title 
winners on Finals day.  

While I was unable to attend the Defender Horse of the Year show this year due to 
family commitments, by all accounts June Berrington and her team put together 
another super show and again some very worthy combinations came away with HOY 
titles.   

My thanks to the executive members who put on a superb Series Final celebration on 
Wednesday at DHOY – all reports have indicated this was enjoyed by riders and 
families, sponsors and invited guests.  It is a wonderful opportunity to thank our 
sponsors and to celebrate their involvement, and the success of our series winners and 
placegetters. 

It was very exciting to have a Show Hunter rider awarded the Lowry Medallion and 
congratulations go to Georgia Allison on this achievement.   

This past season, I have been lucky enough to have judged at a number of shows 
around New Zealand last season, from Taupo in the north to Gore in the south.  

Being on my own area committee and also on the NZ Nationals committee, I am well 
aware of the hard work that goes on behind the scenes and I pass on my thanks to the 
multitude of hardworking volunteers on often very small show committees, putting on 
shows for our riders to compete in, often with little thanks!   

I also thank our amazing officials, judges, course designers and stewards who are 
essential to the running of our shows, and who turn up week after week all through the 
season. 

The dedication and passion of our area committees and officials is something to be 
treasured and I encourage you as rider to acknowledge their contributions, treat them 
with respect, help where you can and make an effort to thank them at shows. 

The same can be said for our National Series Sponsors – they need to be celebrated and 
thanked for their involvement with our sport.  Show Hunter riders are actually on the 
whole pretty good at thanking our sponsors, so a huge thank you to everyone that does 
take the time to thank them, and I encourage all riders to do this.  Sponsors measure 
their investment in our sport by the thanks they receive and their sales, so I also 
encourage you all to support our sponsors when you can by purchasing their products 
and services. 

We welcome a new Show Hunter Executive member this year with Denise Mitchell 
joining us, who I am sure will be an asset to our Executive. 

On behalf of the Executive, I wish you all the very best for the new season. 
 

 



 



 
                NORTH ISLAND COORDINATOR REPORT 
 
   
The 2024-2025 season has been great with so many shows running this year. 

It was a wet start for a few, down the Island. Our show secretaries have done 

very well this year getting their schedules in early for checking. 

 

Delegates, Thank you for having the sponsors corflutes visible and all those 

wonderful photos being put up on social media.  

 

Our Junior/Young Rider Camp in Taupo joined with Showjumping, with our 

riders being able to join in with the Horse Nutrition and Ride Athlete program. 

Riding tuition came from Sally Dyer. 

 

HOY 2025 

Special thankyous go out to the pony course designer, Marilyn Vincent and the 

horse course designer, Gail Goodwin. Our judges, Lucy Maley, Joan Couper, 

Jennie Pike, and Janet Morgan. Our announcer Maria Collins. 

Presentations/Series Final event and food table ably managed by Gerardine 

Wood. Karen Potter and Annette Conder were our behind the scene office 

experts. And for all of the volunteers that help us get through such a busy 

show, thank you so much. 

We were able to run all 4 days with the ground holding up very well. The 

Series Finals presentation was very successful with our sponsors and ESNZ 

officials well represented.  

 

Looking forward to the 2025-2026 season preparation.  

 

Regards June Berrington   

North Island Coordinator  

 



South Island Co‐ordinator – June 2025  
  

South Island Show Hunter continues to be in good heart and the competitions that I have 

seen and judged at have been of a high standard.  

  

Nationals provided great competition for the title classes and I was delighted to be part of 

the great team again.  

  

I have suggested to areas that they look at freshening up their schedules – many just 

regurgitate their schedules that they have had for many years – mostly they work – but 

there are always “tweaks” that can make the day more attractive to more competitors.  

  

I am a big advocate of having lots of introductory classes – for both ponies and hacks – 

these are where our future registered and series competitors come from – if we don’t 

encourage riders to have a go, they won’t do it and we may lose some future super‐stars.  

Some areas have introduced classes for Equitation at a lower level – “Give Equitation a Go” ‐ 

and these have been very popular.  We hope that these will refresh the competition in the 

Series classes once folks realise that they can do it successfully.  

  

Thank you to my fellow Executive members – as ever a pleasure to work with and 

congratulations to Lisa on taking the reins in a positive and energetic manner.  

  

I would like to wish all areas all the best for the coming season.  

  

Lucy Maley  

SI SH Co‐ordinator  
  



Media  
This season, the task of writing Show Hunter stories following each event across NZ 

was taken on by myself, Rebecca Wylie and Claire Muirhead. As the season 

progressed we gradually found our feet and developed a way of producing these 

stories. 

It had its challenges particularly around meeting tight timelines and sourcing quality 

photos in time to accompany each story.  

Despite these hurdles we were able to deliver consistent coverage throughout the 

season. All stories were checked by Lisa Clark who then published them to our 

Facebook page. We have received some great feedback from riders and supporters 

who appreciate the effort put into highlighting their performances and sharing their 

successes to the wider Show Hunter community. 

 

Discussion points - we need more people to assist with the writing of these stories. 

                             - photos   

   

Sponsorship 

Sponsorship continues to play a vital role in the success of Show Hunter and we are 

incredibly grateful to all our sponsors for their support across the season. 

Paxton Conder has taken the lead in sourcing and contracting our sponsors, doing a 

fantastic job behind the scenes. As a team it is our responsibility to ensure these 

supporters receive the recognition they deserve, both publicly and within the sport.   

This year, as a token of our appreciation, we gifted each sponsor an engraved glass 

to thank them for their contribution.  

Unfortunately we are always at risk of losing sponsors so there may well be a need 

to secure new partnerships. Moving forward we should look to approaching 

nationwide businesses to help strengthen and future proof our sponsorship base. 

 

Discussion point - how do we as a team provide value to our sponsors? 

 



Show Hunter Judges Officer Report               June 2025 

ESNZ - Show Hunter, June 2025 Conference 

Judges Officer Report  

Prepared by Sue Whiddett  

 

Highlights of 2024 – 25 Season  

1. Judges Clinics  

After discussion the Technical Committee felt that judges would benefit from a 

practical/ring-side format for our clinics this season. These four clinics were planned 

in locations to coincide with winter/spring training shows.  

Inclement weather resulted in the cancellation of the SI clinic, however opportunities 

were offered to all SI judges to attend a day in conjunction with shows being held at 

NEC, McLeans Island in February. Lucy Maley and Jennie Pike facilitated these 

sessions, with 10 judges attending. The feedback was very positive with all judges 

attending gaining from this format.   

The NEC Taupo clinic held on 28 July and facilitated by Marilyn Vincent had 3 judges 

attend, again with very positive feedback re the value of this practical format which 

invited discussion.   

The clinic scheduled for 30 June at SunValley Lodge was transferred to the Woodhill 

Sands venue and held 18 August. Leigh Taylor facilitated and 3 judges attended. The 

fourth venue was Fielding Spring Show, Manfield where 2 judges attended with Gail 

Goodwin facilitating.     

           

At our Technical Committee meeting held 3 May, the format, dates and venues for this 

years Judges clinics were discussed.    

The clinics for this season will follow the same practical judging/discussion sessions 

to be held at spring shows. This will give those judges who didn’t attend last year this 

valuable opportunity.    

These clinics are currently being organised in these locations.  

Woodhill Sands in conjunction with a show Aug/Sept, date to be confirmed.    

NEC Taupo in conjunction with BOP show 1/2 November Fielding 

Oct/Nov, date to be confirmed.  

As only 2 SI judges are required to do a clinic, this will be arranged by Lucy Maley.    

All judges are required to attend the Judges Forum to be held Thursday 28 August, via  

Zoom. This will cover updates, rule changes etc following the ESNZ AGM  
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2. Judges Communications and Monthly Forums  

This season we have continued the online Judges Forums. Following the feedback 

from a survey sent to all judges, the forums have been held bi-monthly, last Thursday  

of each month with the earlier start time of 7.30pm for the winter months. These 

sessions have been facilitated by Leigh Taylor with the support of L3 Judges on the 

TC who are taking turns to cover a judging topic of their choice.  These forums are a 

support system available to current NZ Show Hunter judges with the aim of providing 

regular opportunities to table any questions or comments regarding show hunter/ 

judging for discussion.  

These sessions have been well supported, covering a range of topics including; the 

hunter way of going, judging lines, judging expectations re the start and finish of a 

round.   

3. Judges Upgrades 2024– 2025 Season  

 National L1    Charlotte Kelly     Auckland  

                          Rebecca Conole  Wairarapa  

                                  

National L3      Lisa Clark         Canterbury       

Resignations   None received    

4. Building the Judging Pool  

We currently have some prospective judges being supported and mentored through the 

initial Pre-Candidate stage. We all need to be mindful of encouraging anyone 

interested in becoming a judge to take that step and begin the pathway.              

Current Judges List Status  

Additions and upgrades as outlined.  

The current Active Judges List consists of:  

• National L2 / National L3 = 42    

• National L1 = 9  

 

Area National   

L2 & L3  

National  

L1 

Upgrades / 

Additions  

During 2024– 2025  
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Nth  

Island        

31 

  

7  

  

 

Northland 4   

Waitemata 2 1  

Auckland 4 1 New National L1 

Waikato 3 1  

BOP 5 2  

Gisborne 2   

Northern  

HB 

2 1  

Taranaki  2   

Central 

Districts 

4   

 Wairarapa 1 1 New National L1 

Wellington 2   

Sth Island        11 2  

Nelson 2 1  

Marlborou 

gh 

1    
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Canterbury 5   

Ashburton 2   

 

Sth Canty / 

Nth Otago 

- 1   

Otago 1   

Southland -   

 



Technical Committee Report 2025 

During the 2024 -25 season the Judges Advisors have transitioned to the SH Technical 

Committee which consists of:  

4 x L3 judges (minimum) 

L2 course designer 

L2 steward 

Judges Officer 

Member of SH Executive  

 

At the recent meeting Lucy Maley was appointed as the new chair for this committee. 

Committee members are: Rosalie Haddock, Gail Goodwin, Jennie Pike, Leigh Taylor, Marilyn 

Vincent, Joan Couper, Sue Whiddett. 

 

Outgoing Chair 

Marilyn Vincent 

 

 



COURSE DESIGN OFFICERS REPORT 

Currently there are five Level 2 Course Designers and thirty two L1. Three of these are new 

additions. 

The online clinic held last September had eighteen attendees. An online clinic will be held again 

in September this year. 

The Technical Committee have introduced that for shows holding HOYQ and Series classes the 

course design must be done by a listed course design and if possible, a course designer should 

attend the show. 
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