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ESNZ Jumping Technical Seminars Agenda 
July/August 2019 

Approximate times only 

9:15 – 9:40  Tea and coffee available 

9:40 – 9:45  Welcome 

9:45 – 10:30  National rule book changes (any rules relating to CDs first) 

10: 00   Course Designers split 

10:30 – 11:00 All other new or amended rule changes  

11:00 – 12:00  Test Paper 

12:00 – 12:30  Answers 

12:30 – 1:15  Lunch 

1:15 – 2:30  Stewarding  

2:30 – 3:30  Discussion topics and questions 

 

Discussion topics 

 Updated Judicial Process GRs Art 144 Protests & Complaints 

 Drug and Alcohol policy 

 Discuss updated hind boot rule – Now in 2 sections 

 Article 12 – Officials – under review 

 Discuss where all policy documents can be found on the ESNZ website. 

Handouts 

 All 2019/2020 Rule changes and amendments. 

 Power & Speed example sheet. 

 Drug and Alcohol policy. 

 Summary of legal system changes GRs Art 144 Protests & Complaints 

 ESNZ Behaviour policy. 

 Official Warning Procedure. 

 Code of Conduct. 

 Official warning procedure. 
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Summary of Rule Book Changes 2019 
 

Art 203 – Bell  

1.2  to give the signal to start and to activate a 45 second countdown which should be shown on the 

time equipment on the scoreboard or on another display beside the arena. 

The 45 second countdown sets the time that the Athlete can spare before commencing their round. The 

Ground Jury has the right to interrupt the 45 second countdown if unforeseen circumstances occur. 

Inc idents  such as,  but  not  l imited to,  disobediences and falls, occurring between the signal to 

start and up until the moment the Athlete/Horse combination crosses the starting line in the correct 

direction, are not penalised. However, in the event of a fall the 45 second countdown will not be 

interrupted of an athlete and/or Horse at any time from the moment the Athlete/Horse combination 

enters the Competition arena up until the moment they cross the starting line in the correct direction, 

whether or not the signal to start has been given, the combination will not be permitted to start in the 

round or Competition in question and the bell must be rung accordingly. 

 

 

Art 234 – Speed 

The speeds for competitions are as follows: 

1. All Competitions 1.05m for horses and 0.80m for ponies and below will be run at 300mpm. 

Jump offs may be at 350mpm. 

2. All other competitions will be as follows: 

2.1.  325mpm minimum and 400mpm maximum, unless stated otherwise below. 

2.2.  Puissance / Power and skill: No minimum speed required. 

2.3.  Hunting and Speed and Handiness Competitions: 350mpm minimum and 400mom maximum. 

Horses 375mpm minimum. Ponies 350mpm minimum. 

2.4.  Grand Prix Events  

Horses    Min   350mpm   Outdoors  

 Horses   Max   400mpm   Outdoors  

 Horses   Max   350mpm   Indoors  

 Ponies   All   350mpm   

Horse competitions 1.05m to 1.30m: First round: 350mpm minimum. Indoor speeds may be reduced 

to 325mpm. 

2.5.  All Horse Competitions above 1.30m: First round: 375mpm. Indoor speeds may be reduced to 
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325mpm if stated in the Schedule. 

2.6.  Horse Grand Prix Events: Outdoors: First round: 375mpm minimum. Indoors: 375mpm 

maximum. 

2.7.  Pony Grand Prix Events: 350mpm. 

2.8.  Young Horse Competitions: 

4-year-old & 5-year-old Min. 300mpm  

6-year-old & 7-year-old Min. 350mpm Up to 1.30m 

7-year-old Min. 375mpm Over 1.30m 

3. The speed at which the competition is to be conducted should be published in the event 

Schedule. 

4. The speed of the Competition may be changed if the Competition arena is of insufficient size 

or the footing does not allow the Competition to be conducted fairly and/or safely at the speed published 

in the event Schedule. The decision to change the speed of the Competition is made by the Course 

Designer and President of the Ground Jury in consultation. 

 

 

Art 235 – Faults 

1. Faults made between the starting line and the finishing line must be taken into consideration. 

This includes faults made at any obstacle of the course even if the upper element of the obstacle falls from 

one or both of its end supports after the finish line has been crossed and before the competitor leaves the 

arena or until the bell is rung for the next competitor to commence his round, whichever occurs first. 

There is no penalty should a rail from the first round fall once the competitors bell has been given for an 

instant jump off. 

3. Disobediences, falls, etc. occurring between the signal to start and the moment the competitor 

crosses the starting line in the correct direction are not penalised. However in the event of a fall the 45-

second countdown will not be interrupted. 

 

 

Art 239 – Table C 

2. Penalties under Table C 

For indoor competitions the following penalties 

• Height of obstacles 1.50m – 2 or 3 seconds at the discretion of the OC 

(The 2 second penalty may only be applied if at least 50% of obstacles on the course have a height of 

1.50m; if there are fewer than 50% of obstacles at 1.50m, the 3 second penalty must be applied) 

 

 

Art 241 – Eliminations 

1.  Unless otherwise specified in the rules, or in the conditions for the competitions, elimination 

means that the competitor and the horse in question may not continue in the current competition. 

Elimination may also be retroactive. 

 

3.21.  Non-compliance with the rules relating to saddlery and equipment (see Article 257). 

competitors are allowed to use a dressage whip when working on the flat but are strictly forbidden to use 

or carry a whip which is weighted at the end at any time, or to carry or use one which is more than 75cm in 
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length (including the flapper) in the arena, exercise or schooling areas when riding over poles or any 

obstacle. No Substitution for a whip may be carried. 

 

3.25. Fall of competitor or horse during the round (Articles 224, 236, and 239) NB: fall after crossing 

the finish line does not incur Elimination, except in an instant jump-off where the combination will be 

unable to start in the jump-off. 

 

3.30. Jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle in the arena after the completion of a round unless 

circumstances rendered it impossible for the Athlete/Horse combination to avoid jumping the obstacle, 

e.g. in a competition with an instant jump-off or in a two-phase competition if the bell is rung too late for 

the Athlete to safely pull up before the obstacle. 

 

 

Art 243 – Abuse of Horses 

1. All forms of cruel, inhumane or abusive treatment of Horses, which include, but are not limited to 

various forms of rapping, are strictly forbidden. Any act or series of actions that in the opinion of the 

Ground Jury can be deemed abuse of a Horse shall be penalised according to the GRs (Art 132) or JRs 

(Art 240) with one or more of the following penalties: 

i) Yellow Warning Card (Art. 240);  

ii) Fine (Art. 240);  

iii) Elimination (Art. 241);  

iv) Disqualification (Art 242).  

2. The following are considered to be abuse of a Horse (see also GRs Art. 132):  

2.1. Rapping Horses 

The term "rapping" is construed to include all of the artificial techniques intended to induce the Horse to 

jump higher or more carefully in Competitions. It is not practical to list every possible means of rapping, 

but in general it consists of the Athlete and/or dismounted assistants, for whose behaviour the Athlete is 

responsible, either hitting the Horse's legs manually with something (no matter with what or by whom) or 

deliberately causing the Horse to hit something itself, whether by building obstacles too large and/or too 

wide, setting false ground lines, placing trotting poles or the elements of a combination at a false distance, 

intentionally pulling or pushing the Horse into an obstacle or otherwise making it difficult or impossible for 

the Horse to negotiate the practice obstacle without hitting it. In the case of rapping or any other abusive 

schooling practice within the period of jurisdiction of the Ground Jury, the Athlete and the Horse 

concerned will be disqualified from all Competitions for at least 24 hours. In addition, the Ground Jury 

may take any further action it deems appropriate under the circumstances, including, but not limited to, 

disqualifying the Athlete and/or Horse from the entire Event.  

2.2. Excessive use of the whip 

i) The whip may not be used to vent an Athlete’s temper. Such use is always excessive; 

ii) The use of a whip on a Horse’s head is always excessive use; 

iii) A Horse should never be hit more than three times in a row. If a Horse’s skin is broken, 
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it is always considered excessive use of the whip; 

iv) The whip is not to be used after Elimination; An Athlete identified as misusing or 

excessively using the whip will be disqualified and may be fined at the discretion of the 

Ground Jury.  

2.3. Other Forms of Abuse 

Abuse of a Horse in any other form (such as, but not limited to, hypersensitising or desensitising the limbs, 

the use of banned schooling methods, excessive use of spurs and other cases as specified in the GRs, VRs 

or any other FEI rules and regulations) is also prohibited and must be penalised appropriately under these 

rules 

 

All forms of cruel, inhumane or abusive treatment of horses, including but not limited to the various forms 

of rapping, are strictly forbidden in all exercise and schooling areas as well as elsewhere on the grounds of 

the event (See also Article 241). 

1. The term “rapping” is construed to include all of the artificial techniques intended to induce 

the horse to jump higher or more carefully in competition. It is not practicable to list every possible means 

of rapping, but in general it consists of the competitor and/or dismounted assistants, for whose behavior 

the competitor is responsible for either hitting the horses legs manually with something (no matter with 

what or by whom) or deliberately causing the horse to hit something itself, whether by building fences too 

large or wide, setting false ground lines, placing trotting poles or the elements of a combination at a false 

distance, intentionally pulling or pushing a horse into a fence or otherwise making it difficult for the horse 

to negotiate the practice obstacle without hitting it. 

2. It is forbidden to jump unauthorised obstacles or to rap a horse in any way and in any place on 

the grounds of the event. 

1.1.1. In the case of rapping or any other abusive schooling practice within the period of jurisdiction 

of the Ground Jury, the competitor and the horse concerned will be disqualified from all competitions for 

at least twenty-four hours. In addition, the Ground Jury can take any further action it deems appropriate 

to the particular circumstances. 

1.1.2.  Excessive use of the whip or spurs 

A horse should never be hit more than 3 times for any one incident. Use of a whip after elimination is 

forbidden. If a horse’s skin is broken it is considered excessive use of the whip or spurs. Athletes will be 

disqualified. At the discretion of the Ground Jury an athlete may also be fined or issued an official warning 

card (Article 242 3.1) 

 

 

Art 247 – Elimination or Withdrawal from a Jump-Off or Second Round 

1. A competitor/team that who is eliminated or retires in a jump-off or second round will be placed 

equal last in of the competitors who have completed the jump-off/second round. 

2. A competitor who, with the permission of the Ground Jury, withdraws from a jump-off, must always 

be placed equal with after a competitor eliminated or who retires for a valid reason on the course. 

Competitors, who retire for no valid reason or who have themselves eliminated on purpose are 

placed equal with competitors who have withdrawn from the same jump-off. 
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Art 248 – Individual Placings and Prize Giving 

1. The placing of an individual competitor is decided according to the table in use and the instructions 

included in the Schedule of the general programme for the competition or amendments noted on the 

course plan. 

 

 

Art 256 – Dress, Protective Headgear and Salute 

1.9 Riders will not be permitted to compete unless they wear an approved tagged helmet (GRs 151). A 

rider found with an unapproved or non-tagged helmet will not results in elimination but Art 151.5 of the 

GRs will be applied and a rider can continue to ride provided they wear an approved tagged helmet. 

 

 

Art 257 – Saddlery 

1.6 Failure to comply with any of the provisions listed in Article 257.1 will incur elimination (see Article 

241.3.21). 

2.6  Hind Boots 

2.6.1 For all jumping competitions for Young Horses (four, five, six, and seven-year-old Horses): 

i) All hind leg protections must have a maximum interior length of 16 centimetres, the width of the 

fastener must be at least five centimetres. 

ii) The rounded protective element of the boot must be placed around the inside of the fetlock. 

iii) The inside of the boot must be smooth, that is, the surface must be even and there may not be any 

pressure points on the inside of the boot; for the avoidance of doubt, stitching on the inside of the 

protective element that attaches the inner lining to the boot is permitted. Sheepskin linings are 

allowed. 

iv) Only non-elastic Velcro-type fasteners are permitted; no hooks, buckles, clips, or other methods of 

attaching the fasteners may be used. 

v) No additional elements may be added to or inserted in the boot itself, other than a protective flap, 

providing it is soft and clearly intended for protection only. 

vi) Fetlock rings may be used for protective purposes providing they are properly adjusted and 

providing the total weight of equipment on the horse’s legs does not exceed 500 grams. 

 

2.6.2 For all jumping competitions for: 

 From 1st August 2019: ponies, Amateur Rider, Pro-Amateur Rider, Junior Rider, and Young Rider 

 From 1st August 2020: All competitions 

 Only boots that meet the following descriptions may be used: 

i) Boots as described in Article 257.2.6.1 (above) for Young Horse competitions 

ii) Boots that have a protective element on the inside and outside, that is, double-shell boots that 

wrap around the back of the fetlock, are permitted providing they meet the following criteria: 

The boot must have a maximum length of 20 centimetres 

The rounded protective element of the boot must be placed around the inside of the fetlock. 

The inside of the boot must be smooth, that is, the surface must be even and there may not be any 

pressure points on the inside of the boot; for the avoidance of doubt, stitching on the inside of the 

protective element that attaches the inner lining to the boot is permitted. Sheepskin linings are allowed. 
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The boot must have two elastic fasteners with a minimum width of 2.5cm each. Only the following types of 

fasteners are permitted: 

Stud-type fasteners: straps with holes at the end that fit over a stud; 

 

Hook-and-eye type fasteners: straps with a hook at the end that fits into an “eyelet”. 

 
Fasteners must be one-directional, that is, the fastener must be attached directly from one side of the boot 

to the other side and may not wrap around the entire boot; no mechanism permitting the fastener to 

double back on itself is permitted.   

No additional elements may be added to or inserted in the boot itself. 

To be phased in and include the following: 

 2019/2020 – Young Rider & Junior Rider competitions 

 2020/2021 – All competitions 

 2.7 All four, five, six, and seven-year-old horse competitions, ponies, Amateur and Pro-Am 

competitions (Annex 9) 

2.8 All hind leg protections must have a maximum interior length of 16 centimetres, the width of the 

fastener must be at least five centimetres. 

2.9 The inside of the protection must be smooth. Only non-elastic Velcro-type fasteners are permitted, no 

hooks, buckles, clips or other methods of attaching the fasteners may be used; 

2.10 The rounded rigid part of the protection must be placed around the inside of the fetlock; 

2.11 No additional elements may be used in conjunction with the protection. 

2.12 Hind boots that have an extra flap for protection should be allowed providing the flap is soft and is 

clearly intended for protection only. 

2.137 The use of a tongue strap is forbidden. 

 

 

Article 259 - Officials 

6. Stewards 

6.1 The schooling area(s) and warming up area(s) should, and during National and Island 

championships, Premier and special competitions at the HOY show must always be supervised. One 

steward at least, should always be present whenever the arenas are in use to ensure that the rules are 

observed and practice arenas are not overcrowded so that all athletes get a fair chance to use the 

obstacles. Cups should be removed by the steward from practice arenas at the end of each day to prevent 

unsupervised jumping. A Chief Steward must always be appointed for NZ and Island Championships, 

Premier events, Young Horse Jumping Championships, and the HOY show from the list of National or FEI 

Stewards. Allt other events must have listed Stewards should be National Judges or National Course 

Designers. 

See Annex 13. 

 

 

Article 264 - Official Team Competitions (incl. Trans-Tasman Competition) 

8.2.2.  Formula Two: The total penalties of the best three competitors per team in the first round are 

added to the total penalties of the best three competitors per team in the second round. In the case of 

equality of penalties for first place, there will be a jump-off in which one competitor per team will 

participate. The Chef d’Equipe determines which member of the team will participate in the jump-off. Any 
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one of the team members can take part in the jump-off. The jump-off takes place against the clock over a 

minimum of six obstacles. In the case of equality of penalties and time after the jump-off, the teams are 

placed equal first. Teams with equality of total penalties for other places are placed equal. 

 

 

Article 270 – Top Score, Gamblers Stakes and Jigsaw 

2.  Gamblers Stakes 

2.2. The competitor must start through the start flags and jump 6 obstacles of their choice and finish 

through the finish flags. The starting and finishing lines can be taken in either direction. (Article 207). An 

obstacle may be provided in the course or after the finish and titled “Joker”. The Joker may be jumped once 

(in addition to the above 6 obstacles) and 26 points are awarded if it is jumped correctly but if it is knocked 

down, 26 points are deducted (Article 215). In the event of a refusal or run-out with a knock down at the 

Joker, the Ground Jury will act as in the case of similar disobediences which occur at other obstacles on the 

course; no points will be deducted from the competitor’s score. If the Joker is placed after the finish line, 

the competitor has 20 seconds in which to attempt the Joker should they so choose. 

 

 

Article 273 - Competition over Two Rounds 

4  Classification Placing 

4.1 The classification will be established Athletes will be placed according to the penalties and time in 

the jump- off. The remaining athletes will be classified according to aggregate penalties over both rounds 

and the time incurred in the first round. (Article 273.3.1) 

4.2  The classification will be established Athletes will be placed according to the penalties and time in 

the jump- off. The remaining athletes will be classified according to aggregate penalties over both rounds. 

(Article 273.3.2) 

4.3  The classification will be established Athletes will be placed according to aggregate Penalties over 

both rounds and the time incurred in the second round. Athletes not taking part in the second round will be 

placed according to the Penalties incurred in the first round (if the first round is not against the clock) or 

according to their Penalties and time in the first round (if the first round is against the clock). 

4.4  The classification will be established Athletes will be placed according to the Penalties and time in 

the jump off. The remaining Athletes will be placed according to aggregate Penalties over both rounds and 

the time incurred in the second round. Athletes not taking part in the second round are placed according to 

their penalties and time in the first round (if the first round is against the clock) or according to their 

Penalties in the first round (if the first round is not against the clock). 

 

 

Article 274 - Competition in Two Phases 

1. Normal Competition in Two-Phases 

1.1. This competition comprises two phases run without interruption, each at an identical or different 

speed. The finishing line for the first phase being identical with the starting line for the second 

phase. 

1.2. The first phase is a course of 7 to 9 obstacles with or without combinations. The second phase 

takes place over 4 to 6 obstacles, which may include one combination. 
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1.3. Competitors penalised in the first phase are halted by ringing the bell after they have jumped 

the last obstacle or when the time allowed for the first phase has been exceeded. The 

competitor must stop after crossing the first finishing line. Exception (Article 274.5.6) unless 

eliminated, athletes penalised in the first phase may continue in the second phase.  

1.4. Competitors not penalised in the first phase continue the course, which finishes after crossing 

the second finishing line. If the second phase is run under Table A, the penalty for exceeding 

the time allowed is 1 penalty for each 4 seconds commenced. 

There is no penalty if a rail from the first phase falls once the competitor has commenced the 

second phase. 

1.5. The manner of judging this competition must be specified in the schedule in accordance with one 

of the following formulas: 

 

 First phase Second phase Placing 
1.5.1 Not against

 the 
clock (Table A) 

Not against the 
clock (Table A) 

According to the penalties in 
the second phase.  and, if necessary, Athletes 

who do not qualify for the second phase are 

placed according to the penalties in the first 

phase. 

1.5.2 Not against
 the 
clock (Table A) 

Against t h e  
c l o c k  
(Table A) 

According to the penalties and 
time in the second phase. and, if necessary, 

Athletes who do not qualify for the second 

phase are placed according to the penalties 

in the first phase. 

1.5.3 Against t h e  
c l o c k  
(Table A) 

Against t h e  
c l o c k  
(Table A) 

According to the penalties and 
time in the second phase. and, if necessary, 

Athletes who do not qualify for the second 

phase are placed according to the penalties 

and time in the first phase. 

1.5.4 Not against
 the 
clock (Table A) 

Table C According to the total time (Table C) of the 
second phase. and, if necessary, Athletes who 
do not qualify for the second phase are placed 
according to the penalties in the first phase. 

1.5.5 Against t h e  
c l o c k  
(Table A) 

Table C According to the total time (Table C) of the 
second phase. Athletes who do not qualify for 
the second phase are placed according to the 
penalties and time in the first phase. 
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5.6 Not    against    
the 
clock (Table A) 
Minimum 5 
obstacles, 
Maximum 7 
obstacles in first 
phase 

Against t h e  
c l o c k  
(Table A) 

Remaining 

obstacles (total of   

minimum   11, 

maximum 13 in 

both phases) 

According to the aggregate 
penalties in both phases (faults on obstacles 

and penalties for exceeding the time 

allowed in both phases) and, if necessary, 

according to the time of the second phase. 

 

1.6. Competitors stopped after the first phase may only be placed after    competitors who have taken 

part in both phases. 

1.7. In the event of equality for first place, the tied competitors will be placed equal first. 

2. Special Two-Phase Competition 

2.1. This competition comprises two phases run without interruption, each at an identical or different 

speed, the finishing line for the first phase being identical with the starting line for the second 

phase. 

2.2. The first phase is a course of five to seven obstacles with or without combinations. The total 

number of obstacles in both phases is a minimum of 11 and maximum of 13 obstacles. The 

second phase may include one combination. 

2.3. Competitors completing the first phase may continue in the second phase. 

2.4. The second phase finishes after crossing its finishing line. 

2.5. This competition must be judged in accordance with the following formula: 

 First phase Second phase Placing 
2.5.1 Not against the 

clock (Table A) 

Minimum 5 
obstacles, 
Maximum 7 
obstacles 

Against the 
clock (Table A) 

Remaining obstacles (total of 
minimum 11 and maximum 13 
obstacles in both phases) 

According to the a g g re ga t e  
penalties in both phases (faults on 
obstacles and penalties in for 
exceeding the time allowed in 
both phases) and, if necessary, 
according to the time of the 
second phase. 

2.6. Competitors who are eliminated or retire from either the first or second phase will not be placed. 

2.7. In the event of equality for first place, the tied competitors will be placed equal first. 

 

8. Power and Speed 

8.2 The first phase will be a Puissance course judged under first round Puissance rules (Art. 262.2), 

fence heights may be lower. The second phase will be judged under Table A against the clock rules (Art 

238.2.1), maximum speed 400mpm. 

 

 

Article 276 - Competition with Winning Round 
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1.10  Competitors who are eliminated or who retire in the winning round will be placed equal 

last in the winning round. 

2. Competition with one round and winning round 

 2.1  In this competition the best 10 competitors (at least 25% and a minimum of 10 

competitors and in any case all clear rounds) of the first round qualify for the winning round, in which they 

start in reverse order of the results (penalties and time) of the first round. The following competitors 

qualify for the winning round according to the conditions of the Schedule: 

i)  At least 25% or a set number of competitors, in any case a minimum of 10 competitors, qualify for 

the winning round based on their penalties and time in the first round; or 

ii) At least 25% or a set number of competitors, in any case a minimum of 10 competitors, qualify for 

the winning round based on their penalties and time in the first round, and in any case all competitors 

without penalties in the first round, qualify for the winning round. 

2.6  Competitors who are eliminated or who retire in the winning round will be placed equal 

last in the winning round. 

 

 

Annex 8 – Special Events 

B – New Zealand National Championships 

Article 32 – Qualification 

1. Horses 

1.3 A horse may not take part in the 1.20m championship if it has gained points or prize money in a 

Premier or Grand Prix series above 1.30m in the current season. 

1.4 A horse may not take part in the 1.30m championship if it has gained points or prize money in a 

Premier or Grand Prix series above 1.40m in the current season. 

1.7. A Horse may not take part in the 1m championships if it has won prize money in competitions 

above 1.10m in the current season. Five-year-old horses are exempt. 

1.8. A Pony may not take part in the 1m championships if it has won prize money in competitions above 

1.10m in the current season. 

1.9. A new combination can apply to the ESNZ Jumping Board for a dispensation from above 

qualifications. Dispensations must be submitted in writing at least 4 weeks prior to the start of the 

competition providing details of rider and equine including a record of results, the highest level competed, 

how long the combination has been together. 

 

 

Article 34 – Championship Competitions 

3.2 New Zealand Championship Titles 

3.2.5. New Zealand 1m Championship (Horse) 

3.2.6. New Zealand 1m Championship (Pony) 

 

Article 36 – Second Competition: New Zealand Premier Championship 

2.2 Obstacles and Speed 

Second Round (C) 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.40m-1.45m 350 375mpm 
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Article 37 – Third Competition (Final): New Zealand Premier Championship 

2. Obstacles and Speed 

 2.1 Round D 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.40m-1.60m 350 375mpm 

 2.2 Round E 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

10 1.40m-1.60m 350 375mpm 

 

Article 38 – Other Championships 

2. Obstacle Dimensions 

2.4 Grand Prix Horse Championship Second (B & C) & Third Competitions (D & E). 

 No’s 1st Round No’s 2nd Round Height Speed 

Max 12 10 1.40m-1.45m 350 375mpm 

 

C National Young Horse Jumping Championships 

Article 45 – First Competition 

2. Obstacles and speed 

2.1 Four Year Old 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

10 0.95m-1.10m 325 300mpm minimum 

2.2 Five Year Old 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.10m-1.20m 325 300mpm minimum 

Refer to series conditions for obstacles, etc. 

2.3 Six Year Old 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.20m-1.30m 350mpm minimum 

Refer to series conditions for obstacles, etc. 

2.4 Seven Year Old 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.30m-1.40m 350 375mpm minimum 

Refer to series conditions for obstacles, etc. 

Article 47 – Third Competition (Final) 

2. Obstacles and speed 

2.4 Seven Year Olds – no change 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

12 1.30-1.40 350 

 

E Horse of the Year Show 

Article 74 – Special Competitions 
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1. Major Class Early days of show 

1.3 Obstacles and Speed 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

13 1.35m-1.45m 350 375mpm minimum 

5. Lady Rider of the Year 

5.3 Obstacles, Speed and Height 

Maximum obstacles Height Speed 

13 1.30m-1.45m 350 375mpm minimum 

 

 

Annex 9 – Permitted, Not Permitted and Restricted Headgear and Saddlery 

 

 

Annex 11 – Jumping Series Conditions 

General Conditions 

3. Points  

3.7.  Series points may be removed retrospectively if a horse or rider is found to be non-compliant with 

the Jumping Series Conditions. 

 
Premier League Series Conditions 

4. Competitions 

4.3 Obstacles, height and speed: 

 Maximum obstacles = 14 @ 1.40m-1.60m, minimum speed 350 375mpm (indoors 325 375mpm 

maximum) 

 
Grand Prix Series Conditions 

3. Competition 

3.3 Obstacles (indoor speed may be reduced to 325mpm 375mpm maximum): 

 

 Maximum obstacles = 13 @ 1.40m-1.50m, speed 350mpm or 375mpm. 

 

Young Rider Series Conditions 

4. Competition 

4.2 Competitions shall be run in draw order and a subsequent jump-off (General Conditions 6.1 and 

6.2) 

Obstacles and speed: (indoor speed may be reduced to 325mpm): 

Premier Show 

Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.30m-1.40m, speed 350mpm 375mpm. 

Grand Prix 

Hind Boots 
 
2019/20 – All young horse competitions, 4,5,6, & 7-

year olds. All pony competitions, Amateur, Pro-Am, 

Young Rider & Junior Rider competitions. 

2020/21 – All competitions. 

Always as per dates on left and (Art 255.2.6) 

 
Young Horse (4, 5, 6, & 7-year-olds) refer to Article 257.2.6.1 

Ponies, Amateur, Pro-Amateur, Junior, & Young Rider refer to 

Article 257.2.6.2  
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Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.25m-1.35m, speed 350mpm 

 
Junior Rider Series Conditions 

5. Points  

5.6 Points for equitation will be awarded 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 for the first six placings in the equitation 

section. These points will be bonus Junior Rider Series points and will not affect the outcome of the 

Jumping Class at each event. 

5.7 Points for equitation will only be awarded to a nominated horse. 

 

Seven Year Old Breeding Series Conditions 

4. Competition 

4.3 Obstacles and Combinations: Two doubles or one double and one treble or three doubles 

National Championships, Island Championships, National Young Horse Show, HOY, and Series Final: 

Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.35m, speed 350mpm minimum 375mpm. 

All other Shows: 

Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.30m, speed minimum 350mpm. 

 

Six Year Old Breeding Series Conditions 

4. Competition 

4.2 Obstacles (indoor speed may be reduced to 325mpm) 

Before 1st January (Exception National Young Horse Jumping Championships, if applicable) 

Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.20m, speed minimum 350mpm. Two double combinations. 

After 1st January: 

Max obstacles = 12 @ 1.25m, speed minimum 350mpm. Two double combinations or one double 

and one treble combination. 

 

Five Year Old Breeding Series Conditions 

4. Competition 

4.2 Obstacles (indoor speed 325mpm) 

Before 1st January (Exception National Young Horse Jumping Championships, if applicable) 

Max obstacles = 10 @ 1.10m, speed minimum 300mpm 325mpm. One double combination. 

After 1st January: 

Max obstacles = 11 @ 1.15m, speed minimum 300mpm 325mpm. One or two double 

combinations. 

 



 

 

ESNZ General Regulations – Legal System 

Summary of Changes 

 

Complaints Procedure 

1. In addition to protests Ground Jury and Appeal Committee can now determine, on the day, 

complaints of misconduct occurring at an event.  
2. Misconduct occurring at an Event (complaints) can only be dealt with by the Ground Jury 

and Appeal Committee or by the Complaints Review Officer if submitted (up to 10 days) 

after the event. This will limit what comes before the Judicial Committee which previously 

dealt with the complaints. If the complaint is not raised on the day or within the time 

period it cannot be dealt with at all.  
3. Complaints process simplified and streamlined to ensure efficiency and ease of use (e.g. 

time limits).  
4. Principles of natural justice (e.g. the right for all affected parties to be heard) inserted 

throughout the process (except at the Complaints Review Officer level – see below). 
5. ‘Complaints Review Officer’ position created. All Complaints not occurring on the day (i.e. 

that could not have been dealt with by the Ground Jury) now go to the Complaints Review 

Officer. The Complaints Review Officer operates as a “clearing house” and has powers to 

dismiss a complaint that is frivolous, trivial, vexatious, or otherwise without merit.  
6. The Complaints Review Officer may also issue a written caution in lieu of any other action.  
7. More serious complaints would be referred by the CRO to the Judicial Committee. 
8. Complaints will be accompanied by a $50 fee whether on the day of competition or after the 

event. 

Conflict of Interest 

9. Amended Article 138 regarding conflicts of interest. Further work is necessary on each 

discipline’s rules to remove the ability for non-judicial decisions of the Ground Jury (e.g. the 

set up of the course in cross country) to be protested to the Ground Jury.  

Protests 

10. Largely unchanged, although some amendments have been made to simplify the process 

and allow for the principles of natural justice.  

Expansion of Ground Jury’s Powers 

11. The Ground Jury now has wide jurisdiction to investigate and determine matters (including 

issuing penalties) that are not the subject of a protest or a complaint. For example if the 

Chief Steward observes misconduct by Rider B, he/she could in the past have issued an 

Official Warning. Now he/she should bring this issue to the attention of the Ground Jury, and 

the Ground Jury would have jurisdiction to investigate and determine the matter, so long as 



 

 

the principles of natural justice are observed. If an official does not raise something with 

the Ground Jury on the day and within the time period, it cannot be dealt with at all. 

 

Appeal Committee 

12. Largely unchanged – acts as a straight appeal body for decisions of the Ground Jury. Appeals 

must be accompanied by a fee of $100 and be submitted within 60 minutes of the Ground 

Jury’s decision. 

  

Limited Appeal Rights from Appeal Committee to Judicial Committee 

13. Parties may only seek a review of an Appeal Committee decision – they cannot appeal. The 

review must be submitted within 10 working days and accompanied by $500. The Judicial 

Committee only reviews the process or considers whether there is substantial new 

evidence. A party cannot appeal if they simply don’t like the decision of the Appeal 

Committee– there has to be a procedural flaw or a breach of natural justice.  

Judicial Committee 

14. The Judicial Committee’s jurisdiction is amended to the following matters: 

a. A request for a review from the decision of an Appeal Committee; 

b. A protest that has been determined by the Ground Jury can also be referred to the 

Judicial Committee by the Ground Jury if the GJ consider there are wider 

implications for the sport (unchanged); 

c. A selection dispute as per the National Selection SR (unchanged); 

d. A complaint referred by the Complaints Review Officer; 

e. A matter referred by ESNZ (e.g. more than two official warnings in a 12 month 

period); and 

f. Any other matter as determined by the CEO of ESNZ (general catch all).  

15. ESNZ to have the power to select the Judicial Committee each time from the ESNZ Board-

appointed Judicial Panel. This allows ESNZ to select the most suitable Committee for each 

individual matter – “horses for courses”.  

16. Judicial Committee process streamlined and simplified, as well as the addition of natural 

justice principles.  

Official Warnings 

17. Only the Ground Jury, Appeal Committee, and Judicial Committee may issue Official 

Warnings. The reason for this is two Official Warnings result in a two (which may change to 

four) month ban which is a significant penalty. Therefore there should be some opportunity 

for an affected party to appeal an Official Warning. In practice, an official who used to have 

the power to issue an Official Warning would now report what he/she has seen to the 

Ground Jury who would investigate as per paragraph 8 above.  
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Equestrian Sports 
New Zealand  

Code of Conduct 

 
Introduction 
 

Minimum standards of behaviour are necessary so that members and their families, friends and 
supporters may enjoy the events that ESNZ and its disciplines provide.  The purpose of this Code of 
Conduct is to set out the minimum standards expected of members and of those whom they bring to 
events and other activities. 

 

This Code of Conduct is not an exhaustive code and the Board may amend it from time to time as new 
situations arise.  Penalties for breaching this Code include warnings, fines, loss of competition points, 
suspensions, termination of membership and/or such other penalties as the Board from time to time 
determine appropriate. 

 

Members Responsible for Guests 
 

Members are responsible for the behaviour of non-members/guests that they bring to ESNZ events or 
other activities.  This includes family, friends, coaches and other supporters.  They must ensure that 
their guests comply with the minimum standards of behaviour set out in this Code. 

 

Members Duties and Responsibilities  
 

Members are expected to conduct themselves in a courteous and socially acceptable manner and 
respect each other’s goals and journeys.  Threats, abuse or physical violence will not be tolerated and 
provocation may not be accepted as an excuse. 

 

Parents are responsible for children under the age of 18, at all times at ESNZ events and activities. 

 

Misconduct 
 

The following are examples of offences which constitute misconduct and which may give rise to 
disciplinary action: 

 

1) Threatening, abusing and/or assaulting any other member, competitor, ESNZ officials (including 
stewards), ESNZ staff members, other member's guests, and/or spectators. 

 

2) Any obnoxious, anti-social or criminal behaviour, including using obscene language or gestures.  No 
member may make any discriminatory, derogatory, or abusive comment about any other member, 
competitor, ESNZ officers or officials (including stewards), ESNZ staff members, other member's guest, 
and/or spectator. 

 

3) Theft or unauthorized possession/use of another's property. 

 

4) Willfully damaging any property, machinery or other equipment. 
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5) Unauthorised use of ESNZ's facilities, including ESNZ area group’s or club’s facilities, without 
permission. 

 

6) Failing or refusing to follow any direction given by a Steward or other ESNZ official. 

 

7) Racial, sexual or other improper harassment of any other member or person. 

 

8) Consuming any illicit drugs at any ESNZ event, facility or activity whether competing or not. 

 

9) Competing in, or officiating at, any event while under the influence of alcohol or any judgment 
impairing drug.  As regards alcohol, a person is considered 'under the influence' if their alcohol reading 
exceeds their alcohol limit, for their age, permitted for driving on a public road.  NZ law applies to 
underage drinking. 

 

10) Interfering with safety equipment or otherwise acting in a manner that threatens safety, health or 
hygiene at any ESNZ event or activity.  

 

11) Failing to comply with any of the ESNZ constitution or any rule set on the ESNZ Rules and 
Regulations page of the ESNZ website. 

 

12) Any act which is likely to diminish the good reputation of ESNZ, its members (including any area 
group or club), Officers, staff, or other officials. 

 

Competitor Duties 
 

Competitors shall abide by ESNZ’s core organizational values, which are: 

 Welfare of the Horse 

 Integrity 

 Excellence 

 Unity 

 Fairplay 

 Respect 
 

Equestrian Sports New Zealand expects all area groups, clubs, organizing committees, member 

organisations, employees, members, officials, administrators, associates, coaches, riders, volunteers 

and parents or guardians to understand the possible consequences of breaching the Code of 

Conduct and ensure that they abide by the Code. 

 

ESNZ Officials should also place the safety and welfare of the athletes/participants above all else, act 

impartially, not accept or participate in any form or bribery or corruption, and avoid any situation 

which may lead to a conflict of interest. 

 



 

 

 

 

Drug and Alcohol Policy 
 
1. Overview 
 
ESNZ is committed to ensuring the health and safety of all people associated with its operations and to 
providing a safe environment. ESNZ and its members, including area groups, clubs and organizing 
committees, also have a legal duty to take reasonable care of participants in Events. 
 
ESNZ recognises that the use of drugs and alcohol can adversely affect an individual’s performance and can 
be a contributing factor towards making the sport unsafe, increasing the likelihood that injuries and 
damage to property and equipment will or could occur. 
 
This Policy is designed to ensure that ESNZ complies with its legal obligations and reinforces its 
commitment to the safety of all participants. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, this Policy does not replace or in any way affect the anti-doping testing that 
may be carried out by DFSNZ under the Anti-Doping Policy. 
 

2. Scope 
 
This Policy applies to: 

a. all people who are required to be members under the ESNZ General Regulations (for the avoidance 
of doubt, this includes all riders, officials and coaches); 

b. all people volunteering at ESNZ Events; and 
c. anyone else who ESNZ requires to comply with it from time to time, for example as a condition of 

entry to a Location. 
 

3. Purpose 
 
The purposes of this Policy are as follows. 

a. To create a safe and healthy environment for all participants in Events that is free from the hazards 
that may be associated with the use of drugs and alcohol. 

b. To ensure that ESNZ complies with its legal obligations to provide a safe environment for 
participants. 

c. To communicate this policy on the use of drugs and alcohol during Events, and the drug and alcohol 
testing regime. 

d. To communicate that it is unacceptable to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol during Events. 
 

4. Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this Policy, the following terms shall have the following meanings. 
Alcohol Testing means the testing of competitors, officials and volunteers to determine the presence of 
alcohol in their body, by analysis of their expired air. 
Anti-Doping Policy means ESNZ’s “Anti-Doping Policy” (GR Article 152) as amended from time to time. 



 

 

DFSNZ means the New Zealand Sports Anti-Doping Authority. 
Drug Test means the testing of competitors and officials to determine the presence of prohibited 
substances in their body, by analysis of urine or saliva. 
Event means an equestrian event sanctioned by ESNZ directly, or indirectly through a member 
organisation. This may include, but is not limited to, a competition, training or testing. 
Event Organiser means ESNZ, an area group or club, ESNZ member organisation, organizing committee or 
any other entity having control of an Event. 
Location means any venue where an Event is taking place. 
ESNZ means Equestrian Sports New Zealand. 
GRs means the “General Regulations of ESNZ” produced by ESNZ, as amended from time to time. This 
means and includes any policies, rules or documents which ESNZ determines amend or supplement the 
“General Regulations of ESNZ” from time to time. 
Policy means this policy (including any schedules or annexures) as adopted and amended by ESNZ from 
time to time. 
Prohibited Substance means any substance which is listed in “The Prohibited List” published by the World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) from time to time. 
Sample means a sample provided in conjunction with a Test. 
Significant Incident means any incident which occurs during an Event that results in a person requiring 
medical treatment, property damage, or any other incident which, in the opinion of the Event Organiser (or 
its nominee) requires further investigation. This latter category may include dangerous occurrences or near 
misses. 
Test means any test conducted under this Policy to detect the presence of alcohol or a Prohibited 
Substance. 
Testing person can be one of the following: 

• Part of the medical team at the event; 
• An Event organiser competent in using the tests; 
• A nominated person competent in using the tests (i.e. Senior Official or Relevant Governing Body 

representative); 
• Member of the local Police force; or 
• A contractor approved by ESNZ. 

 

5. Prohibited Activities 
 
The use of drugs or alcohol can affect an individual’s ability to safely participate in events and can 
contribute to dangerous incidents. Any person to whom this Policy applies must not: 

a. use, consume, possess, manufacture, sell, purchase or otherwise transfer a Prohibited Substance at 
a Location; 

b. have a blood alcohol reading of more than the NZ driving limit at a Location if up to one hour prior 
to their competition in the Event; 

c. have any Prohibited Substances in their system at a Location; 
d. refuse to provide a Sample as part of a Test; or 
e. give false answers to any questions from any person administering a Test. 

 

6. Sanctions 
 

a. Any person who breaches any of the provisions of clause 5 will be refused participation in the 
relevant Event at the Location. 

b. There will be no sanction on a person under this Policy except as set out in sub-clause (a) above. 
However, for the avoidance of doubt, this does not restrict or limit the possibility of sanctions or 
penalties under any other rule, regulation, policy, procedure of ESNZ, Event Organiser or other 
controlling body (including, but not limited to, under the procedures in the GRs). 

 
 
 



 

 

7. Prescribed Medication 
 

c. If a person to whom this Policy applies considers there is a possibility that prescribed medication is 
affecting their ability to participate safely in an Event, that person shall inform the Event Organiser 
immediately. It is not necessary for the person to disclose the illness, ailment or the medication 
which they are taking. 

d. If a participant follows the procedure in sub-clause (c) above, then: 
i. they can participate in an Event if they can provide a medical clearance from their treating 

medical practitioner clearly stating the medication will not affect the participant’s ability to 
perform their duties (for a rider, it must state the medication does not affect the ability of 
the rider to control a horse); or 

ii. they cannot participate in the Event if they cannot provide such a medical clearance. 
 

8. Further Information 
 
Contact:  Heidi Bulfin, National Sport Administrator 
  sport@nzequestrian.org.nz 
 

9. Adoption by the Board 
 
The ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy and testing procedures were approved by the ESNZ Board on XX Xxxxxx 
2019. 
 

10. Policy Review 
 
This document will be reviewed annually and revised as needed. 
 

11. Revision History 
 

Version Revision Date Author(s) Revision Notes 

    

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ESNZ Safety - Drug and Alcohol Policy 
Testing Procedures 

 

1. Introduction 
 
ESNZ and its disciplines are committed to providing a safe environment for employees, participants, 
officials and volunteers. The sport recognises that drugs and alcohol can affect an individual’s ability to 
participate in equestrian events and activities. 
This procedure should be read and applied in conjunction with the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 

2. Purpose 
 
This procedure sets out how ESNZ and its disciplines will achieve its policy objective of ensuring that 
individuals are free of the hazards that may be associated by drugs and alcohol and forms part of ESNZ’s 
safety initiatives. ESNZ and the disciplines require cooperation and support of all those involved in 
equestrian sport. 
 

3. Scope 
 
These procedures apply to all people as defined in the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 

4. Content 
 
These procedures establish the process to be followed in implementing the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy, 
including: 
• How drug and alcohol testing will be conducted; 
• The actions to be followed in response to drug or alcohol tests including immediate response and 

follow-up actions; and 
• How matters of confidentiality, discipline and disputes will be handled. 

 

5. Testing methods and Limits 
 
5.1 Testing Methods 
 
ESNZ may conduct drug and alcohol testing, consistent with these procedures. Screening drug tests will be 
undertaken using the following methods: 

• An oral swab with reference to AS/NZS 4760:2019 - Procedures for the collection detection and 
quantification of drugs in oral fluid. 

• Drug confirmation tests will be undertaken in accordance with the above mentioned Australian 
Standard. 

• Urine sample with reference to AS/NZS 4308:2008 - Procedures for specimen collection and the 
detection and quantitation of drugs of abuse in urine. 

• Alcohol tests will be undertaken using alcohol breath analysers in accordance with AS/NZS 3574:1997 
– Breath Alcohol testing devises for personal use. 

 
5.2 Testing Limits 
 
5.2.1 Screening Test: 
 
The initial test is performed by an immunoassay test (screening test). The following substances will be 
screened: 
 



 

 

Amphetamine (AMP) 

Benzodiazepine 

Cannabinoid (THC) 

Cocaine (COC) 

Methamphetamine (MET) 

Opiate 

 
5.2.2 Breath Alcohol Target Concentrations 
 
Has a breath alcohol level greater than what is allowed under NZ driving laws for their age (ie greater than 
zero micrograms of alcohol per litre of breath, if that person is younger than 20 years of age; or greater 
than 250 micrograms of alcohol per litre of breath, if that person is 20 years of age or older). 
 

6. Event testing 
 
6.1 Testing Person 
 
Random drug and alcohol testing will be conducted at ESNZ sanctioned events by an appropriately qualified 
or competent Tester (Testing Person). 
 
The testing person can be one of the following: 
• Part of the medical team at the event; 
• An Event organiser competent in using the tests; 
• A nominated person competent in using the tests (i.e. Senior Official or relevant ESNZ 

representative); 
• Member of the State Police force; or 
• A contractor approved by ESNZ. 

 
The testing person will develop and implement an operationally appropriate selection process which must 
meet the satisfaction of the Event Ground Jury. 
 
6.2 Selection 
 
Testing may be conducted upon any person to whom the Policy applies to detect the presence of alcohol or 
a Prohibited Substance in the following circumstances: 
 
6.2.1 Random Testing 
 
Participants will be selected by printing the entry list, and grouping entries in groups of class. Media and 
officials lists will also be used. 
 
The testing person may develop and implement an operationally appropriate selection process which must 
meet the satisfaction of the Event Ground Jury. 
 
6.2.2 Reasonable Cause Testing 
 

a) When the event organiser or GJ suspects, on reasonable grounds, that the person is under the 
influence of alcohol or a Prohibited Substance (see Suspicion testing); 



 

 

b) If a participant returns a positive result their names will automatically be entered into the 
selection. 

 
6.2.3 Voluntary 
 
Testing may be undertaken on a voluntary basis if a participant requests a Test prior to or during the Event. 
 
6.2.4 Suspicion testing 
 
If the Ground Jury or Steward has observed or received advice that a member is showing signs of being 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol, it is their responsibility to act on this information. On the basis that 
reasonable suspicion is established, the individual concerned may be required to undertake a drug and/or 
alcohol test. 
 
Typical indicators of impairment due to drug or alcohol include: 
• Slurred or impaired speech; 
• The person’s breath smells of alcohol; 
• The person staggers, their movements are jerky and off target; 
• The person admits to drinking certain quantities of alcohol; 
• The person’s eyes are bleary and heavy; 
• The person exhibits a dulled tired appearance; 
• The person is aggressive in their speech or manner; 
• The person’s face is flushed; 
• The person’s pupils are large with sluggish reaction to light; 
• The person behaves in an unusual, dangerous, erratic or euphoric state, 
• Evidence of substance misuse within events which can be linked with reasonable certainty to an 

individual. 
 
6.3 Timing 
 
Because the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy is a safety initiative testing can be carried out at any time 
throughout the event. Testing people are encouraged to ensure testing is undertaken before competition. 
 
6.4 Notification 
 
6.4.1 General Notification to Competitors or Officials 
 
Competitors or officials must be informed by written notice at least 24 hours prior to any testing being 
conducted during the event. They do not need to be informed of the actual times when the tests will be 
conducted. Evidence of such notice being given must be lodged with the Stewards prior to any tests being 
performed. 
 
6.4.2 Event Notification 
 
Participants will be notified directly in person that they have been selected for testing under the ESNZ Drug 
and Alcohol Policy. 
 
The testing person will provide participants with information regarding the test they will undertake. 
 
Participants are required to read and understand the Acknowledgement and Declaration form confirming 
their acceptance to complete the test. The form must be completed and signed by the participant. 
 
Participants must report to the testing area immediately upon being notified. 
 
 



 

 

 

Sample Notification 
Dear Participant, 
 
You have been randomly selected to participate in drug screening under ESNZ’s Drug and Alcohol 
Policy (enclosed). The purpose of this policy is to address the possibility of events being adversely 
affected by people who have drugs and/or alcohol in their system. 
 
You are required to provide a urine sample designed to screen for prohibited substances. 
 
The drug screening equipment will test for illicit, restricted and some currently legal drugs which 
have the potential to cause impairment, eg, cannabis and hashish, opiates (such as heroin and 
morphine), cocaine, amphetamine type substances (such as speed and ecstasy) and THC. 
 
You  are  required  to  read,  understand  and  complete  the  Acknowledgement  and  Declaration  
Form (enclosed) prior to making your way to the testing area. 
 
Please inform the testing person about any medications (prescribed or non-prescribed) or other 
drugs that you have used during the last week which may affect the drug screen. 
 
You are required to provide a sample in the privacy of the nominated testing area. If you are unable 
to provide a sample immediately you must wait, under the supervision of the testing person, until a 
sample can be obtained. 
 
You are required to provide the sample to the Testing person to record the results. 
 
Should a test produce a non-negative result, you will not be permitted to participate in the event as 
outlined in ESNZ’s Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 
A negative result will allow you to continue normal participation. 
 
Refusing to complete the drug screen will automatically suspend your participation of the respective 
event as identified by ESNZ’s Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 
Please take your time in completing this documentation. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the procedures please discuss these with the testing person. 

 
6.5 Designated area 
 
Where not specified in the notification information, a designated testing area will be established at each 
event. Participants will be required to enter the testing area one at a time to undertake the test. 
 
A designated testing area would ideally include a private area with a table and chairs to fill in the 
paperwork and a designated toilet such as a portaloo or private toilet for urine testing. 
 
Prior to the test being conducted participants will be requested to provide the completed 
Acknowledgement and Declaration form. They will also be required to provide their full name, date of birth 
and ESNZ registration number. These details are recorded on the Control Form. 
 
6.6 Representatives 
 
Participants are entitled to have a representative and/or interpreter accompany them to the testing area. 
 
If a participant is a minor (under 18 years of age) they are required to bring a parent or guardian with them. 



 

 

 
6.7 Follow up testing 
 
Any member who returns a laboratory confirmed positive test result for drugs will be subject to follow up 
testing for a period of 12 months. 
 
If no further non-negative results are reported in the follow-up person the member will be placed back in 
the usual random selection pool. 
 

7. Alcohol Testing Procedure 
 
• All alcohol testing procedures shall comply with AS/NZS 3547:1997 Breath alcohol testing devices for 

personal use. 
• The person being tested will be required to supply an air sample from their lungs directed into an 

approved breath analysis instrument. The sample shall be sufficient to obtain a valid reading on the 
instrument. 

• Competitors and officials being tested will be asked not to consume any substances by mouth for a 
period of 5 minutes prior to any breath analysis test being carried out. 

• If the test indicates alcohol concentration of 250mcg, or more, per litre of breath for persons aged 20 
or older, or above 0mcg per litre of breath for persons under 20, the person is required to do a 
second test. The following must be read to the competitor or official after the initial test: 
 
“Your expired air has indicated the presence of alcohol in your body; this is a breach of the ESNZ Drug 
and Alcohol Policy. Another test will be performed shortly to confirm the initial test. You will be 
required to be accompanied by a witness at all times for the next 20 minutes. You will not be 
permitted to consume any substance by mouth until after the test” 
 

• The second test must be carried out no sooner than 15 minutes and no more than 20 minutes after 
the original test. 

• The person being tested must refrain from taking any fluid or substance during the waiting period. 
This includes smoking. 

• The participant shall be accompanied by a witness appointed by the Testing Official for the entire 
period between the two tests. 

• If the secondary test result is below 250mcg per litre of breath, for persons aged 20 or older, or 
0mcg per litre of breath for persons under 20, the result will be deemed as negative and the person 
may return to their normal duties. No record will be entered onto the database. 

• If the result of the secondary test is 250mcg or more, per litre of breath, for persons aged 20 or 
older, or above 0mcg per litre of breath for persons under 20, then a positive result will be 
recorded. The Tester will notify the Steward. 

• The result of all tests performed must be recorded, together with the names of the competitor or 
official and the witness, the time and date of the test and the result of the test. 

• The competitors and officials must be advised by the testing official of the result of both tests, that 
is, the reading noted on the instrument. 

• The Participant will be excluded from participating or undertaking their duties. 
• The results will be recorded on the database. 
• Failure to submit to a test without an acceptable reason will be regarded as a positive test. 

 
 

8. Drug testing procedure 
 

• Drug tests will be conducted in designated areas at events as advised. 
• All drug testing procedures are to comply with relevant New Zealand Standards. 



 

 

• The participant will be required to supply either an oral fluid sample or urine sample in the 
appropriate testing device provided to them by the Testing Person. The sample shall be sufficient to 
obtain a valid reading on the instrument. 

• If a negative screen result is returned the collected specimen will be disposed of and the person 
may return to their duties. 

• If a non-negative screening result is returned, the participant is required to remain with the Testing 
Person. A confirmatory test will be carried out no more than 60 minutes after the original test.  

• The person being tested must remain with the Tester and refrain from taking any fluid or 
substances during the waiting period. This includes smoking. 

• The Tester will notify the Steward under strict confidentiality. 
• The participant will not be permitted to participate or undertake their duties.  This could include 

voluntary withdrawal of the event. 
• Failure to submit to a test without an acceptable reason will be regarded as a non-negative result 

and will be treated accordingly. 
 

9. Procedures for Responses 
 
The GJ may appoint a medical service provider to be actively involved in the response to any non- negative 
or positive drug or alcohol testing result. 
 
The medical provider will be responsible for ensuring: 
 

• Independence and impartiality; 
• Integrity and accuracy of the drug testing process; 
• Quality assurance (i.e minimising the ability to cheat the system, recording accurate information); 

and 
• Confidentiality 

 
In the instance where a medical service provider is not available, the Testing Person must ensure: 
 

• Independence and impartiality; 
• Integrity and accuracy of the drug testing process; 
• Quality assurance; and 
• Confidentiality 

 
9.1 Screening test result is negative 
 
If a participant returns a negative result for a drug or alcohol screening test the collected specimen will be 
disposed of and the person may return to their normal duties. No record of the test will be recorded on 
their personal file. 
 
9.2 Screening test result is non-negative or positive 
 
9.2.1 Alcohol 
Where an alcohol secondary result is 250mcg or more, per litre of breath, for persons aged 20 or older, or 
above 0mcg per litre of breath for persons under 20, it will be deemed a positive result. The participant will 
be deemed unfit to continue participation at the event. The test will be recorded on the database. 
 
 
9.2.2 Prohibited Substances 
When a prohibited substance test returns a non-negative result the participant will be suspended from 
competition or performing duties as outlined in the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy. The participant must be 
advised that they are not allowed to compete further at the event. 
 
It is imperative that confidentiality is given the utmost importance. 



 

 

 
Once notified, the GJ will ensure: 
 

• On notification of a non-negative test mark in the database under Fines and Suspensions details of 
the breach (date, event, substance, action taken); 
• Upload the signed drug testing acknowledgement form from the event to the member record 
• File the original in the event file; 
• The lab report (if available) is placed in a secure location; 
• Write to rider using the template, include the relevant information sheet; 
• Note in fines and suspensions letter sent and date; 
• Upload letter to rider record. 

 
It is recommended that a letter / email be sent to the individual with the relevant drug information sheet 
(i.e. cannabis, cocaine etc). 
 

Contravention of ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy (example) 
 
At the name of event held at name of venue on the date a random safety test for substances was 
carried out in accordance with the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
 
Your name was selected at random and you signed a declaration acknowledging your permission 
and conditions to perform testing. 
 
A saliva and breath analysis was conducted by certified independent operators and your test 
returned a non-negative reading for name of substance. 
 
In accordance with the ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy you were not permitted to participate in the 
above event. 
 
[Laboratory testing of a second sample has confirmed the positive on site test results]. 
 
While there is no further action to be taken concerning this matter, the results have been noted on 
your licence records held by ESNZ. 
 
In the interests of our sport, fellow competitors and your own health I would encourage you read 
the attached fact sheet, and we look forward to your further participation at ESNZ sanctioned 
events. 

 
9.3 Report by Testing Official 
 

a) In the case where no non-negative readings were achieved on the confirming test, the 
results shall be included with the Stewards’ report of the meeting. 

b) In the case where 1 or more non-negative readings were achieved on the confirming test, 
the original of the report must be hand delivered or sent to the GJ with all appropriate 
Stewards Reports. 

 
 
 

10. Procedures for refusal to undertake a drug or alcohol test 
 
If a person selected to undertake any drug or alcohol test refuses to participate, a result of a confirmed 
non-negative test will be recorded and they will be stood down from participation at the event. The person 
will be targeted tested for a further 12 months. 
 



 

 

11. Confidentiality 
 
The results of all Tests will be kept confidential to the organisation conducting the Test, the Event 
Organiser, any relevant GJ, and ESNZ. 
 

12. Rehabilitation and Counselling 
 
ESNZ recognises drug and alcohol dependency as a treatable condition. Any person who breaches clause 6 
of ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy is encouraged to seek advice and to take appropriate treatment before 
their performance is affected. 
 

13. Record Management 
 
Records relating to the provision of a sample for drug and alcohol testing will be managed in accordance 
with appropriate Standards. 
 
Records of the number of tests undertaken and the members tested will be kept to enable the regular 
review, and where necessary amendment of these Procedures. 
 

14. Disputes 
 
Any dispute regarding the implementation of this procedure should be referred to:  
Equestrian Sports NZ CEO 
Phone: 04 499 8994 
 

15. Further Information 
 
Contact:  Heidi Bulfin, National Sport Administrator 
  sport@nzequestrian.org.nz 
 

16. Adoption by the Board 
 
The ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy testing procedures were approved by the ESNZ Board on XX Xxxxxxx 
2019. 
 

17. Policy Review 
 
This document will be reviewed annually and revised as needed. 
 

18. Revision History 
 

Version Revision Date Author(s) Revision Notes 

    

 

mailto:sport@nzequestrian.org.nz


 

 

 

 

EQUESTRIAN SPORTS NEW ZEALAND 

BEHAVIOUR POLICY 

Our commitment 

Equestrian Sports New Zealand (ESNZ) is committed to providing a safe environment for 
participation. Aggressive, threatening or other inappropriate behaviour by members, their families, 
their friends, and other sporting personnel while attending an event will not be tolerated. 

These behaviours are outlined in our Code of Conduct and specifically include: 

 due respect for competitors, spectators, officials and sponsors 

 using obscene language 

 harassing or ridiculing riders, coaches, officials or other spectators 

 making racist, religious, sexist or other inappropriate comments to riders, coaches, officials 
or other spectators 

 any threatening behaviour or physical altercation between spectators and riders, coaches, 
officials or other spectators 

 putting undue pressure on children, berating them or putting down their performance 

 being drunk or under the influence of any judgement impairing drug at an event. 

 behaviour of anyone on the grounds should not impede on any person in competition or 
practice (warm up) 

What we will do 

 Provide members, their parents and other sporting personnel with our Code of Conduct and 
make clear what is expected and the consequences of non-compliance. 

 Where possible, bind non-members by prominently displaying conditions of entry to 
grounds and facilities and by requiring parents and team support crew to abide by rules. 

 Reinforce messages of fair and respectful behaviour by displaying signs and posters 
around our facilities and providing information on our website and through other 
communication. 

 Encourage our coaches and officials to complete training to develop their skills and 
confidence. 

 Implement ESNZ Drug and Alcohol policy and educate our officials and members in 
regards to it. 



 

 

 

 

 Consult with our local police and seek their support and advice on how to handle issues 
involving inappropriate behaviour prior to, at or after an event. 

 Encourage the reporting of incidents and investigate inappropriate behaviours as outlined in 
this policy and take disciplinary or whatever other actions as are deemed necessary (e.g. 
appoint an official to monitor behaviour). 

 Encourage our riders, coaches, officials and spectators to call the police if they are 
concerned about escalating behaviour and their safety or the safety of others. 

What we ask you to do 

 Help create a positive atmosphere for riders, officials and spectators by showing respect for 
riders, officials and spectators. 

 Abide by our Code of Conduct and refrain from using bad language, harassing or ridiculing 
others or behaving in a threatening or violent manner. 

 If you are aware of inappropriate behaviour and you feel confident to do so, speak with the 
person and ask them to stop. If there is an official or organising committee member 
present, ask for their assistance. 

 Report any inappropriate behaviour to the OC president or someone in a position of 
authority. 

 Call the police or an official if you are concerned for your safety or the safety of others. 

Confidentiality 

To the extent permitted by law, and as appropriate, ESNZ will handle any report it receives 
confidentially and discretely and will not make public the names of the complainant(s), potential 
victim(s), or accused person(s); however, ESNZ may disclose such names on a limited basis when 
conducting an investigation, or reporting to the relevant bodies or when required to do so under 
applicable law. 

Non-Compliance 

Parents or others found to have behaved inappropriately, and who are associate members or have 
agreed to abide by our Code of Conduct and this policy, may face disciplinary action as outlined in 
our General Regulations. 

 

This policy should be read and used in conjunction with ESNZ’s Code of Conduct and Member 
Protection Policy. 
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GOOD BEHAVIOUR IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF ESNZ MEMBERSHIP AND 
COMPETITION AND IS IMBEDDED IN THE ESNZ VALUES WHICH ARE:
•  Welfare of the horse

•  Integrity

•  Excellence

•  Unity

•  Fairplay

•  Respect

In an ideal world everyone would play fair, by the rules, and treat everyone else in 
the manner they would like to be treated themselves, but the reality is sometimes 
far from this.

WHAT ARE OFFICIAL 
WARNINGS / YELLOW 
CARDS?
Yellow Card Official Warnings are used as a means to discipline members for 
misconduct while under the jurisdiction of any ESNZ official at an ESNZ event.

The official warning is used as a caution and will remain on the member’s record for 
12 months, during which time if a second official warning is received by the member, 
there will be further consequences including a fine and suspension from competition.

WHEN ARE THEY USED?
Official warnings may be issued for any of the following:

•  Abuse of horse

•  Abuse/disregard of Official

•  Safety of others

•  Dangerous riding

•  Incorrect behaviour

•  Non-compliance with rules

Being an ESNZ official can sometimes mean having to discipline a member for 
misconduct, even if we feel uncomfortable doing so – it’s in the best interest of 
horse welfare, fair play and integrity, for that competition and for equestrian 
sports generally
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CONSEQUENCES
DURING THE COMPETITION:
• A rider who receives a Yellow Card may continue to compete at the event

• At this point the Yellow Card is just a warning, with further consequences coming
in to play with a repeat of the Yellow Card (which can be for the same or another 
offense)

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMPETITION/EVENT:
• The Yellow Card will be flagged on that member’s profile in the ESNZ database 

and added to the list on the website of those with current official warnings. 
The Yellow Card flag remains on their profile for 12 months.

WHAT DO THE RULES SAY?
ESNZ GENERAL REGULATION ARTICLE 143

1. ESNZ Official Warnings are possible sanctions that may be used by the GJ, 
the AC, and/or the JC in the course of proceedings set out in this Chapter 9.

2.  Once an Official Warning has been given by one of these bodies, and the 
appeal/review process has been exhausted, ESNZ will list the Official Warning on the 
ESNZ database against the relevant Member’s profile and visible to all members. It 
will also be placed on a list that is posted on the ESNZ website. It will remain on the 
profile and on the list for 12 months. 

3.  If a Member receives a second Official Warning within 12 months of the first 
Official Warning, ESNZ must fine the Member $200 and must suspend the Member 
from competing in any ESNZ or FEI Event for two months. ESNZ will notify the 
Member of the sanction and the details will also be listed on the ESNZ website and 
recorded against the Member’s profile for a period of 12 months. These sanctions are 
mandatory.

4.  Any third or subsequent Official Warning within 12 months of the second 
Official Warning will be referred to the JC for determination of sanction only. 
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NOTIFICATION OF 
OFFICIAL WARNING
ESNZ official warnings can be given out at any ESNZ event, or ESNZ venue, by 
the Ground Jury, or Appeal Committee, to an ESNZ member.

With the new ESNZ website and database, there have been some changes to the 
way official warnings are handled.

Official warnings are still given out via the tri-pad, for the inappropriate 
behaviour/action.

After the official warning has been issued to the member, ESNZ will receive a 
copy of it from the appropriate official.

ESNZ officials will be able to log in to the database, select which offence applies 
and record it against a member’s profile. They will then receive notification and 
copy that they have registered the Official Warning.

All members will be able to see this information on the database when they 
are logged on (just as anyone can view the Yellow Card notifications on the FEI 
website).

ESNZ admins will be able to run a report showing all Official Warnings, and will 
also be able to report by discipline.

Official Warnings will still be recorded with the date because if a rider receives 
more than one in a 12 month time period there are further consequences.
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YELLOW CARD OFFICIAL 
WARNING OVERVIEW
DURING THE ESNZ EVENT OR AT THE ESNZ VENUE:
• ESNZ Offi cial issues Yellow Card/Offi cial Warning for inappropriate behaviour/

action by ESNZ member (using the tri pad which must be signed by PGJ and 
Steward/OC).

• ESNZ member accepts the Offi cial Warning card and signs the tri pad.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE EVENT/ INCIDENT:
Record the issuing of the Yellow Card on the rider’s ESNZ profi le:

1.  Log on to ESNZ Database and use Add Offi cial Card under the user drop down.

2. Select Yellow Card (from the drop down)

3. Select Event (from the drop down)

4.   Select Rider using their full name and ESNZ number (be sure it is correct, 
the secretary can provide you with their ESNZ number if required)

1
2

3

4
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5. Use the content box to record any information

6. Log the date the incident occurred and Yellow Card was issued

7. Check the Offence/s

8. Save and Send to submit

5

6

7

8
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The member will receive an email from ESNZ advising them of the Yellow Card 
Official Warning and what offence the warning was for, and that it will remain on 
their profile for 12 months from the date of notification.



FAQS
What happens if the rider receives two official warnings at one event?

  ANSWER:
 The person responsible will automatically be suspended for two months 
immediately following the event (or competition?) at which the rider is competing

Who can give out official warning cards?

�
ANSWER:
�Official�warnings�can�only be issued by the Ground Jury, Appeal Committee,  
or ESNZ Judical Committee

Will the yellow flag on the website also show what the offence was?

ANSWER:
Yes, the published list will also give the offence

Does a non compliance of helmet count as an official warning?

ANSWER:
�Non�compliance�of�helmet�has�it’s�own�consequences.�The�first�time�is�a�warning�
only,�the�second�time�also�carries�a�$50�fine�and�the�third�time�will�result�in�a�
$250�fine�and�possible�stand�down.�There�is�no�time�limit�for�these

Are riders also eliminated if they are issued with an official warning?

ANSWER:
�Not�necessarily�–�they�would�only�be�eliminated�if�they�were�disqualified�under�
that�discipline’s�rules�for�elimination.�In�some�instances�the�official�warning�may�
also be for this offence (ie non-compliance with rules)

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q
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ESNZ CONCUSSION 
RETURN TO RIDING FORM 

 

ESNZ General Regulation Article 150 

8. If a concussion or serious injury is suspected, by a member of the Ground Jury at the event, the rider should be immediately 
removed from participating and be issued with a Blue Card concussion note.  A Blue Card means that a rider is stood down from all 
riding activities until clearance from a registered GP or registered medical specialist can be obtained. A copy of their Blue Card will also 
go straight to ESNZ, which will then go on that rider’s profile, visible to Organising Committees and officials. 

8.1.  All riders who have been withdrawn from competition due to a suspected concussion are required to provide ESNZ 
with a medical clearance note from a registered GP or registered medical specialist before they are able to compete again.  
Once this has been received the Blue Card will be withdrawn. 

8.2. If a rider who has been issued with a Blue Card competes without first providing medical clearance, this may result in 
disciplinary action taken through the ESNZ disciplinary process set out in the ESNZ General Regulations. 

 

Athletes/Riders: 
 If you have been issued with this Blue Card which prevents you from taking further part in competition over the next 24 hours at 

least, it is because a qualified ESNZ Official is concerned that you have a suspected concussion or other serious injury.  Your 
safety and wellbeing are paramount. 

 Please ensure that over the next 24-48 hours you (and your family or friends) check for signs and symptoms of concussion. 
 It is recommended that you seek medical attention within 24 – 48 hours. 
 As an ESNZ Blue Carded rider you must now return to competition via the graduated return to riding process. 
 Before you can resume (competition) riding you must obtain a medical clearance. It is your responsibility to visit a doctor to 

secure a clearance.  Send your clearance form to nzef@nzequestrian.org.nz (during office hours) 
 
Doctors/Medical Specialists: 
This form is adapted from the Equestrian Sports New Zealand Concussion Policy which can be found on our website - 
www.nzequestrian.org.nz/safety/concussion/ , and is in accordance with ACC (www.accsportsmart.co.nz/concussion/) and Axis Sports 
Medicine (www.axissportsmedicine.co.nz/).  All medical providers are encouraged to review these sites if they have any questions 
regarding the latest information on the evaluation and care of the athlete following a concussion injury.  
 
Athlete’s Name:___________________________________________________  Date of Birth:_____________________ 
Date of Injury:_________________________ 
 

This return to riding plan is based on today’s evaluation.  Date of Evaluation:______________________________ 
Care plan completed by:__________________________  Return to this office.  Date/Time:___________________ 
Return to riding on (date):_________________________  Return to competition on (date): ___________________ 
                                                                                        (may confirm at a later time) 

 
Return to Riding:  1. Athletes should not return to riding on the same day that their head injury occurred 
   2. Athletes should never return to riding if they still have ANY symptoms 

3. Athletes, be sure that your coach and/or an ESNZ Official or First Aid person are aware of your injury, 
symptoms, and has the contact information for the treating Doctor. 

 
Medical Office Information (Please Print/Stamp): 
Doctor’s/Specialist’s Name:_______________________ Office phone: ____________________________ 
 
Doctor’s/Specialist’s Signature:____________________  
 

mailto:nzef@nzequestrian.org.nz
http://www.nzequestrian.org.nz/safety/concussion/
http://www.accsportsmart.co.nz/concussion/
http://www.axissportsmedicine.co.nz/


 

 

 

 

 
Graduated Return to Riding 

 
In all cases, the Graduated Return to Riding Program provides for a minimum of 6 days before the rider can ride at a competitive level. 
Advance to the next stage no more quickly than every 24 hours and only if symptoms of concussion are not reproduced with each level of 
increasing activity. 
 
STEP 1: No physical/sporting activity 
Physical and cognitive rest = recovery 
 
STEP 2: Light Aerobic Exercise, Unmounted 
Walking, swimming or stationary cycling, keeping intensity 70% of maximum predicted heart rate.  No resistance (weights) training.  
Consider grooming and feeding your horse as part of this light exercise.  Progress to barn and stall (-type) cleaning duties 
 
STEP 3: Equine Specific Exercise 
Running, jumping or bounding type aerobic exercise that replicates the rhythmical movement of horse riding. 
 
STEP 4: Low impact training drills 
Low risk horse riding, preferably under parental or coach supervision, using the gaits of walking or trotting. Helmet use compulsory.   
Preferable to commence riding on safe, calm quiet mount initially 
 
STEP 5: Higher impact training drills 
Higher risk horse riding, preferably under parental or coach supervision, using techniques of cantering as well as return to jumping.  
Increase duration and intensity of riding slowly during this period. 
Helmet use compulsory. 
Movement, coordination and cognitive load with more difficult tasks. 
 
STEP 6: Normal pre-injury riding 
Return to equestrian event 
 
Important Points: 

 If concussion symptoms return at any stage of the rider’s return to riding/racing, the rider must inform the managing medical 
professional of their symptoms and rest a minimum of 24 hours before resuming the level of activity where symptoms recurred. 

 Return to activity should be particularly cautious where children and adolescents are concerned. 
 The safety of the rider is the priority and must NOT be compromised. 
 The decision regarding return to school/work and clearance to return to restricted activity should always be made by a medical 

doctor. 
 The decision regarding the timing of return to sport/activity should always be made by a medical doctor. 
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PLEASE WRITE YOUR ANSWERS AND LIST ALL  ARTICLE NUMBERS 

 

QUESTION 1 

You are judging a 1.10m competition run under Art 238 2.2 & 245 3  
The competitor being judged goes clear in the first round and finishes the jump off all 
clear and well within the time allowed. You immediately ring the bell for the next 
competitor while the previous rider is still walking out of the ring. 
The course designer then calls out to you to say the last fence had fallen down after the 

competitor had been through the finish and after you have rung the bell for the next 

competitor. 

 

What rule do you apply and what penalties would you give if any? 

 

 

 

QUESTION 2 

In a Table C competition a combination enters the ring and is waiting for his/her bell to 

start their round. You are waiting to ring the bell as the previous rider had knocked four 

obstacles down and the ring crew are still putting them up. The rider in the ring is walking 

around waiting for the bell when suddenly the horse starts playing up and the rider falls 

off. 

 

What will you do in this situation? 

 

 

QUESTION 3 

In a Two Phase competition Art 274 5.2 a combination is clear and within the time allowed 

in the first phase and is jumping the second obstacle in the second phase when your co 

judge notices a rail has fallen late from the first phase. 

 

What penalty if any will you give for this? 

 

 

QUESTION 4 

A rider and is on course at fence 6 in a Jump off when a dog starts to walk through the 

ring. The rider seems unaware of the dog and completes his/her round with 4 penalties 

after taking down the last obstacle fence 12 but are well within the time allowed. After 

the rider leaves the ring he/she then comes to you in the judge’s box and asks for the 4 

penalties to be removed as there was a dog in the ring. 
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What rule would you apply in this situation, what could you have done and what would you 

say to the rider? 

 

 

QUESTION 5 

In a Young Rider series competition you notice the horse in the ring has hind boots with 

stud fasteners (Straps with holes that fit over the stud) they appear to be attached from 

one side of the boot to the other. 

Are these boots legal for a Young Rider competition and where in the rule book can you find 

the answer? 

 

QUESTION 6 

Name four items of saddlery that are forbidden in the competition arena in a Pony Grand 

Prix Competition.  

 

 

QUESTION 7 

There are six combinations clear in the first round of a Junior Rider competition run under 

238 2.2. Time allowed in the jump off is 50 secs and the results are: 

 

Rider 1 – clear in 43.89sec 

Rider 2 – asks permission to withdraw from the jump off, which is given. 

Rider 3 – clear in a time of 51.39sec  

Rider 4 – One rail down in 42.11sec 

Rider 5 – retires on course 

Rider 6 – eliminated 

 

Rank these six combinations. 

 

 

QUESTION 8 

In a Table A 238 2.2 competition at 1.30m the combination in the ring jumps all the 

obstacles on course clear with a fast time but rides past the finish line. He/she realises the 

mistake, quickly turns and goes through the finish, stopping the clock in 34. 64esc, which 

is well within the time allowed of 45sec  

What is the riders final score? 
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QUESTION 9 

What is the process for giving an Official Warning and where can you find the answer? 

 

 

QUESTION 10 

You notice that the retention harness of the rider on course has come undone and is 

dangerous. 

 

What can you do and what rule applies? 

 

 

Question 10A 

A Rider stops on course to fasten the retention harness of his/her helmet as it has come 

undone. 

 

What do you do and what rule applies? 

 

 

Question 11 

In a competition run under Article 274 8 set at 1.20m. The rider on course takes down two 

rails and has a disobedience in the first phase. He/she then has one rail down and has one 

disobedience in the second phase and stops the clock at 43.40sec which is within the time 

allowed of 48sec for the second phase. 

 

What is the final score for this competitor? 

 

 

Question 11A 

Same competition as above. The rider on course has two disobediences and one rail in the 

first phase. He/she then has another rail and disobedience in the second phase and stops 

the clock at 46.76sec. 

 

What is the final score for this competitor? 

 

 

Question 12 

In a Pro Am series competition a rider has two horses. The second horse has been late 

entered but is not the rider’s nominated horse and is listed as first to go in the draw. 

 

What do you do? 



  

4 

Seminar Test Paper 2019 - FB 

Question 12A 

In a Junior rider competition a rider has two horses clear in the first round. Before the 

Jump off the rider comes to you and asks if they can ride their non-nominated horse first 

in the jump off as they were last to go in the first round and the horse is already warmed 

up. 

 

What do you say to the rider? 

 

 

Question 13 

Seven Year old Series competition at the North or South Island Championships. 

 What is the minimum speed for this class being held outdoors? 

 
Question 14 
In a competition running under article 238 2.1 and set at 1.25m – 1.35m  
 
What rule do you apply regarding disobediences? 
 
 
Question 15 
In a Five Year old Series competition at the North or South Island Championships, six 
combinations go clear in the first round. The Jump off results are as follows and the time 
allowed is 58sec. 
Rider 1 – Clear in 61.25 
Rider 2 – Clear in 63.00 
Rider 3 – 5 penalties in 58.89sec 
Rider 4 – 8 penalties in 68.26sec 
Rider 5 – Clear in 61.18sec 
Rider 6 –Clear in 64.74sec 
 
Rank this Jump off and allocate series points to all six. 
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Power and Speed - example sheet – Article 274 8 

 

Competition 1 at 1.20m      
1st Phase  
2 x rails = 8 penalties 
2 x disobediences = 12 penalties 
2nd Phase 
1 x rail =4 penalties 
1 x disobedience = 4 penalties 
Time 58.96 
 
Total - 28 penalties in 58.96 
  
Competition 2 at 1.30m 
1st Phase 
1 x rail = 4 penalties 
2 x disobedience = Elimination 
  
Competition 3 at 1.10m 
1st Phase 
2 x disobedience = 12 penalties 
2nd Phase 
1 x disobedience = 4 penalties 
Time 51.20sec 
 
Total - 16 penalties in 51.20sec 
  
Competition 4 at 1.30m 
1st Phase 
2 x rails = 8 penalties 
1 x disobedience = 4 penalties 
2nd Phase 
2 x disobediences = Elimination 

 



Stewards Seminar 2019 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Introduction. 
 
2. Discussion items: 
 

2.1. Stewards duties on arrival at show. 
 

2.2. Abuse of Horse 
 

2.3. Saddlery & Hind Boots 
 

2.4. Practise Arena 
 

2.5. Stabling discussion 
 

2.6. Yellow & Blue Card discussion 
 

2.7. Future Updates 
 
  



2.1. Arrival at Show. 
 
This is a brief reminder of Stewards duties upon arrival at a show: 
 

• Visit the Office: 
o Introduce yourself and leave your contact details 
o Ask for any changes to events or rings 
o Ask to be included for a start list when handed out these are very useful to know who is who, 

if class is running to time etc. 

• Contacts: 
o Medical details – name(s), phone number, where are they stationed, how many, 

arrival/departure time, go see them. No show should ever start without Medical Cover 
o Vet details – name, phone number, on sight / on call, how far away, etc. 
o Farrier details – phone number, on sight / on call. 

• Health & Safety policy: 
o What is the policy/plan? 
o Who is in charge? 
o Exchange contact details 

• Protocol for serious horse injury, removal, treatment 
o Know where horse screens are located 
o Is a car & float available? Who has the keys? 

• Stabling 
o Stable manager – exchange contact details 
o Get a copy of stabling list & map (if available) 

• President of the Ground Jury (PGJ) 
o Exchange contact details 
o Ask if any Boot or Bandage control will be taking place 
▪ Where? 
▪ When? 
▪ Ensure you have a rubber mat that is durable enough for horses with studs 
▪ have weight scales, latex gloves, table & chair is useful 

• Technical Delegate (TD) 
o Exchange contact details 

• Meet the medics 
o Introduce yourself 
o Show them lay out of rings, if necessary, and access to all areans, truck park, stabling etc. 
o Explain the Blue Card system we have in place & that we need to give them out as ESNZ 

officials 
o Give your contact details should an incident occur where a Blue Card needs to be issued 
o Confirm arrival/departure times 

• Check Practice Arenas 
o Check all practise arena for correct gear & breakaway cups available 
o Tape jumps heights and make sure they are flagged 
o Have spare pole or know where to get one 
o Check ground conditions, have rake available if sand 

• Be prepared 
o Make sure you have plenty of Incident forms and Blue cards forms. 



o Familiarise yourself with Jumping rules, General Regulations, etc. Have a copy of the current 
rules on hand which are useful to refer to and show people. 

o Have access to the FEI rules 
o If you are working with a team, assign duties to assistants, try to rotate everyone so they are 

not stuck in the same place all day. 
o Make sure all Stewards are fed and given plenty of water throughout the day. 

• Blue Cards & Incident Reporting 
o Blue cards should be logged directly into the system 
o Incident reporting can be done online through the website (preferred) or manual forms can be 

sent to jumping@nzequestrian.org.nz 

• If you are Chief Steward: 
o Remember to complete a Stewards report within 14 days of the show 
o Send a copy to the OC, Steward General & jumping NZ, along with incident reports. 

 
• Some of the above could be done with OC well before show & also check other issues are 

clarified like food, accommodation, how many stewards, payment etc. 
 

  



2.2. Abuse of Horses 

Jumping Rules: Art 243 
General Regulations: Article 132 (see hand-out) 

• Read these rules & note the changes made to excessive use of the whip. 
o We have made changes to the use of whip rule to come in line with FEI rules. This has been 

talked about on social media recently & we take the use of whip as a serious issue to be 
watched. 

o This empathises the importance of having Stewards at all shows, especially grass root level 
where education is needed for most rules. 

 

• Importance of having Stewards at all shows, especially grass root level where education is 
needed for most rules. 

 

• Be familiar with what is considered abuse of horses. 
o Welfare of the horse is paramount 
o Check under a body bandage both before & after round for spur marks 
o Check ill-fitting saddlery & tightness of nosebands/boots if concerned 
o Watch for excessive use of whip, hands, bits, schooling & over bending etc. 
o Look for signs of blood in the mouth, flank, legs & act upon it (see hand out) 
o Use common sense if seeing stressed horse, ask yourself why, what’s wrong, watch the horse 
o Keep an eye on eliminated rider to check they don’t leave ring in temper & abuse horse 
o We need to be diligent with abuse & be seen to be acting upon it 
o Everyone has a camera these days & are quick to put things on social media 
o Be conscious of animal rights and abuse groups 

 

• If you have found an issue: 
o Remember to take photos & be able to identify horse & item that caused abuse (spur, whip), 

take notes, witness statements, note time, date & place. 
o Usually you will only need to talk to the person involved if a minor issue. 
o If it is a severe case then you need to consult PGJ 

 
 

o If you have an issue & need help ask other Stewards, PGJ or TD to assist you. 
o Be careful dealing with aggressive people. 

 
  



2.3. Saddlery & Hind Boots 

Jumping Rules: Art 257 & Annex 9 
FEI Hand out 

• Be aware of Rule 257.1.6 (Art 241.3.21) 

• Hind Boots has now essentially become two rules: 
o Young Horse rule remains the same; there are no changes. 
o The changes have been made for Pony, Amateur, Pro-Am, Junior & Young Riders. 

It is a softening of the previous rules and allowing elastic, studs & eyelet fasteners. 
Please read this and become familiar with the changes. 
▪ Smooth insides of boots with no pressure points is still the same as young horse, 
▪ You can only check the inside by removing them, I tend to do this when riders are walking 

the course when horses are held, no stress with riders on board. 
▪ Check for any blood or sores from boots 
▪ You can check tightness of boots if concerned 
▪ If issues contact CS or PGJ for any further action 

•  Equick hind boots are not allowed in any classes. (see handout) 
 
  



2.4. Practice Arena 

Jumping Rules: Art 201 
FEI Hand out (over-stretching) 

• Read & be familiar with this rule 

• Read FEI Stewards Manual Jumping Annex VI supplement 
o This has pictures of jumps allowed/not allowed in practise arena 
o All stewards should have a hard copy of this; it is invaluable. 

 

• Read FEI Stewards Manual Jumping Annex VI supplement 
o This has pictures of jumps allowed/not allowed in practise arena 

 

• Check the practice arena 
o All the jumps, flags & cups 
o 1 vertical & 1 oxer is the minimum to be available. 
o No equipment can be used that is not supplied or approved by OC. 
o The poles & stands should be of good standard & quality (not older, leftover equipment). 
o Spare poles should be available for 1.30m classes, breakages & for ground lines if wanted. 
o Cups should be good quality, able to be easily adjusted & good working breakaway cups. 
o The footing is very important. The OC should be prepared to help improve (watering, sand, 

dressing) arena or even move to another area if considered unsuitable by the Foreign Judge, 
TD or CS. 

o Move the jumps onto better ground within arena if & when needed. 
o Have a rake available for sand arenas. 
o The CD should supply equipment to the practise arena. 
o The OC need to ensure there is enough equipment & room for all practise arenas, 

 

• Observe behaviour in practice arena 
o Keep an eye out for any rider hogging a fence 
o Watch rider manners with one another 
o Encourage riders to call their fence on approach for safety 
o Monitor numbers for safety 
o Only riders in the current class to be using arena 
o Keep your eyes open, check each horse as it passes you with quick glance over 
o Keep an eye on persons by the jumps, make sure they look before adjusting fences 
o Make sure riders don’t approach when fence is being adjusted 
o Fall of either horse or rider, use common sense & get checked if need before starting in the 

class 
 

• This is usually a very busy area & needs you to be on the ball at all times. 

• Inform OC that cups should be removed at end of day, let them know where they are & ask if 
someone can put out early in morning if you are not on grounds. 
o There is no Medical cover once the competition is over & practise arena should be closed for 

jumping. 
 
  



2.5. Stabling 

 

• Comes under the Stewards jurisdiction so touch base with the Stable Manager. 
o Get a list of who is where and diagram of layout, if available. 
o OC should insist that owners have some form of tag with their contact number on their horses 

at all times when in stable/yard for safety. Should an accident, injury, or loose horse occur, it 
means the owner can be contacted. A tag on the buckle of rug is easy & none invasive for the 
horse 

o Check wash down bays, are they adequate for number of horses, all working, where are they 
etc.? 

 

• All stables should be named & numbered, be safe, clean, have bedding available & water 
nearby 

• If testing box is needed, is it clean, suitable for use & where is it? 
 

• Patrol stable area 
o Do at least one patrol through stables, although if you are on your own at a show you will be 

lucky if you ever get the time or chance to do more, if you have assistants rotate who does this 
& at what time. 

o Check safety of stables, nothing broken or in dangerous position 
o Check horses have water, food, bedding & are not over rugged in summer 
o Check stallion boxes are suitable, a notice must be placed outside clearly notifying that stallion 

is within, it must also display the name & full contact of person responsible for stallion during 
the event (Art: 133 GR) 

o Is there a fire hydrant, no smoking signs, if not advise OC that this would be a good idea 
o A Steward may ask for the appropriate vet form if a horse is seen to be receiving treatment 
o Horses maybe taken out for grazing but must be done in a controlled safe manner 

 

• The duty of the Stewards is to safeguard the welfare of the horse & to prevent any form of 
illegal practices. 

 
  



2.6. Yellow Cards & Blue Cards - discussion 

 

• Yellow cards can no longer be given out by the Chief Steward. 
o This must be done by the PGJ. The GJ may be consulted if needed. 
o CS will report incident to PGJ who will determine what action to take on the matter 

 

• Blue cards have been in use from last season. 
o There was some confusion at the start but problems seemed to have ironed themselves out. 
o They are time consuming to give out & a bit of a grey area when given for serious injury. 
o Once a person has gone in an ambulance you have no way of knowing what the prognosis was, 

you may feel it deserved a Blue card but they may have been cleared by Dr at hospital & come 
back to show to ride again! 

 
  



2.7. Future Changes 
 

• Abuse: no trimming of horse’s whiskers or inners, will be a rule 2020 
 

• New Policies being written: 
o New Code of Conduct 
o New Drug & Alcohol Policy 
o New Behaviour Policy being written 
o New Member Protection Policy 

 

• Annex 12 of Jumping Rules (Yellow Pages) are getting updated, along with the education 
pathway for Officials. 

 

• The Stewards Manual will be updated but, in the meantime, use the FEI Stewards Manual for 
guidelines on things & especially for jumps allowed in practise arena 

 

• Read the FEI Stewards Manual & the Annexes easily available on FEI website. 

 

• Stable Security 
o Interestingly at a recent show where top riders were interviewed on their thoughts around 

show jumping, all of them said their biggest concerns was around Stable Security at shows. 
o Stable Security is something we don’t have here but perhaps need to think about for the 

future!! 
 
 
Thank You & get in touch when you want to become a Steward! 



Article 132: Abuse of Horses 

1. No person may abuse a horse during an event or at any other time. “Abuse” means an 

action or omission which causes or is likely to cause pain or unnecessary discomfort to a 

horse, including without limitation any of the following (to be read in conjunction with 

the relevant discipline rules): 

1.1. To whip or beat a horse excessively; 

1.2. To subject a horse to any kind of electric shock device; 

1.3. To use spurs excessively or persistently; 

1.4. To jab the horse in the mouth with the bit or any other device; 

1.5. To compete using an exhausted, lame or injured horse; 

1.6. To “rap” a horse; 

1.7. To abnormally sensitise or desentitise any part of a horse; 

1.8. To leave a horse without adequate food, drink or exercise; 

1.9. To use any device or equipment which cause excessive pain to the horse upon 

knocking down an obstacle. 

1.10. Trimming a horse’s whiskers or inner ear hair (to be enforced from 2020) 

2. Any person witnessing any form of abuse must report it in the form of a Protest if the 

abuse occurs during an event or as a Complaint if the abuse does not occur during an 

event. 



Article 150: Health & Safety at Events 

1. ESNZ is committed to providing a safe and healthy approach to all events run under their 

rules. 

2. ESNZ encourages OCs to take all practical steps to ensure all activities at events are 

carried out safely and without causing harm to any party involved. OCs should be fully 

aware of all situations that could lead to injury and all hazards that cannot be eliminated 

will be isolated or minimised. 

3. All members of the OC, riders, officials and spectators should be encouraged to 

participate and consult on health and safety matters. 

4. All incidents and accidents at events are to be accurately reported on and kept on 

record, copies must be provided to the ESNZ National Office within two weeks following 

the event. All serious injuries must be properly investigated with findings documented in 

writing by event officials. 

5. Emergency planning and response must be in place during the event and notification of 

this plan must be clearly displayed where possible throughout the venue. 

6. It is the responsibility of every individual at an equestrian event to ensure the health and 

safety of themselves and others. 

7. The Ground Jury may, at any time, exclude from further participation in a Competition 

or an entire Event any Athlete who is unfit to continue by reason of a serious or 

potentially serious injury, impairment, or health condition. Medical clearance, to 

compete again, must be given by a registered GP or registered medical specialist. 

8. If a concussion or serious injury is suspected, by a member of the Ground Jury at the 

event, the rider should be immediately removed from participating and be issued with a 

Blue Card concussion note. 

A Blue Card means that a rider is stood down from all riding activities until clearance 

from a registered GP or registered medical specialist can be obtained. A copy of their 

Blue Card will also go straight to ESNZ, which will then go on that rider’s profile, visible 

to Organising Committees and officials. 

1.1 All riders who have been withdrawn from competition due to a suspected 

concussion are required to provide ESNZ with a medical clearance note from a 

registered GP or registered medical specialist before they are able to compete again. 

Once this has been received the Blue Card will be withdrawn. 

1.2 If a rider who has been issued with a Blue Card competes without first providing 

medical clearance, this may result in disciplinary action taken through the ESNZ 

disciplinary process set out in the ESNZ General Regulations. 
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BOOTS FOR YOUNG HORSES 
Ref. Art. 257.2.4 
 
For all FEI Jumping Competitions for Young Horses (five, six, seven and eight year old horses): 
 
The following criteria must be respected in relation to hind boots worn in the international Young 
Horses competitions: 
• All hind leg protections must have a maximum interior length of 16 cm; the width of the 

fastener must be at least 5cm. 
• The inside of the boot must be smooth, that is, the surface must be even and there may not 

be any pressure points on the inside of the boot; for the avoidance of doubt, stitching on the 
inside of the protective element that attaches the inner lining to the boot, is permitted. 
Sheepskin linings are allowed. Only non-elastic Velcro-type fasteners are permitted; no 
hooks, buckles, clips or other methods of attaching the fasteners may be used; 

• The rounded protective element of the boot must be placed around the inside of the fetlock; 
• No additional elements may be added to or inserted in the boot itself, other than a protective 

flap, providing it is soft and clearly intended for protection only. Fetlock rings may be used for 
protective purposes providing they are properly adjusted and providing the total weight of 
equipment on the horse’s leg does not exceed 500 grams (JRs 257.2.3) 
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The Kentucky hind boot (with or without sheep skin), an example pictured below, is allowed in 
Young Horse competitions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following examples pictured below are not allowed in Young Horse competitions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The same applies to any hind boot that has one or more pressure pads. 
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At all FEI Jumping Events for Pony Riders, Children, Amateur Owners and Veterans, only hind 
boots meeting the following descriptions may be used: 
 
Boots described in Art. 257.2.4 of the Jumping Rules for FEI Jumping Competitions for Young 
Horses. 
 
Boots that have a protective element on the inside and outside, that is, double-shell boots that 
wrap around the back of the fetlock, are permitted providing they meet the following criteria: 
 
• The boot must have a maximum length of 20cm. 
• The rounded protective part of the boot must be placed around the fetlock. 
• The inside of the boot must be smooth, that is, the surface must be even and there may not 

be any pressure points on the inside of the boot; for the avoidance of doubt, stitching on the 
inside of the protective element that attaches the inner lining to the boot, is permitted. 
Sheepskin linings are allowed. 

• The boot must have maximum two elastic fasteners with a minimum width of 2.5cm each.  
(i.e.‘mini’ double-shell boots with one elastic fastener are allowed) 
Only the following types of fasteners are permitted: 
 

• Stud-type fasteners: straps with holes at the end that fit over a 
stud; 

 

• Hook-and-eye type fasteners: straps with a hook at the end that 
fits into an “eyelet”. 

 

 
• Fasteners must be one-directional, that is, the fastener must be attached directly from one 

side of the boot to the other side and may not wrap around the entire boot ; no mechanism 
permitting the fastener to double back on itself is permitted. 

• No additional elements may be added to or inserted in the boot itself. 
 
For implementation as of 1 January 2020: Only hind boots as described in the Jumping Rules Art. 
257.2.4 and 257.2.5 may be used at FEI Jumping Events for Juniors, Young Riders and U-25. 
 
For implementation as of 1 January 2021: Only hind boots as described in the Jumping Rules Art. 
257.2.4 and 257.2.5 may be used at FEI Jumping Events.  
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ANNEX XIII – PRE AND POST COMPETITION TRAINING TECHNIQUES 
 

Position of the horse’s head – stretching 
 
1. Background 
The use of correctly executed stretching techniques, both before and after training and 
competition, is recognised as an important and long-established practice in almost every physical 
sport. In equestrian sport it is used for the on-going suppleness and health of the equine athletes. 
 
2. Permitted stretches 
Stretching principally involves the lengthening of the horse’s ligaments and muscles (soft tissue) 
and can be done at the halt (statically) or in motion (dynamically). Athletes should aim to stretch 
all the relevant groups of muscles within the horse’s body, especially the muscles involved in hind 
leg locomotion, but the part that will be most visual to both stewards and the public will most 
likely be the horse’s neck. 
 
Neck stretches may take several different forms. ‘Long, deep and round’ (see diagram i) and ‘low, 
deep and round’ (see diagram ii) and ‘long and low’ (see diagram iii) are just three commonly 
used examples but there are other variations involving both longitudinal and lateral flexion which 
result in different neck positions. 
 
 
 
 

3. Extreme flexion 
In assessing the position of the head carriage the Steward will be mindful of each horse’s natural 
conformation, especially in relation to native breeds or ponies, and will therefore use discretion in 
determining this.   
 
Deliberate extreme flexions of the neck involving either high, low or lateral head carriages, should 
only be performed for very short periods. If performed for longer periods the steward will 
intervene. 
  
Movements which involve having the horse’s head and neck carriage in a sustained or fixed 
position should only be performed for periods not exceeding approximately ten minutes without 
change. Change may constitute a period of relaxation and lengthening or a movement which 
involves stretching the head and the neck of the horse. 
 
It is the steward’s responsibility to ensure that riders respect the above procedure and intervene if 
required. 
 
4. Variation of stretches & neck positions 
Stretches of the horse’s neck maybe specific and appropriate to each horse and equestrian 
discipline, but no single neck position should be maintained which may lead to tiredness or stress. 

Diagram i 
Long, deep and 

round 

Diagram ii 
Low, deep and 

round 

Diagram iii 
Long and low 
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67. Nosebands – Pony and Children’s Events 
 
Permitted nosebands for Pony and Children’s Events: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Variations of the above nosebands, such as but not limited to the Micklem bridle pictured below, 
may be permitted providing they comply with the provisions of this paragraph, are properly fitted 
and do not interfere with the Pony’s and Horse’s breathing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other variations that are permitted are pictured below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High Jump Bridle    Jump Off Bridle 
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The following nosebands are not allowed: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
Two separate nosebands are not allowed. 
 
 
78. Boots  
 
The FEI Jumping Committee has decided, on horse welfare grounds, that hind boots with solid, 
unyielding pressure points, e.g. hard plastic blocks under the lining as per the photos below, are 
not permitted to be used anywhere on the show grounds.  
 
The use of such boots leads to disqualification of the athlete. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hind boots with pressure points made of gel, neoprene, soft cork or other substance that is firm 
but not solid and unyielding as per the photos below, are allowed: 
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The below fetlock boots are not allowed at any time during an Event, regardless of whether or not 
the purple (or any other coloured) plastic piece is inserted or not: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These boots are only allowed providing the upper strap that wraps around the boot has been 
removed and the boot has straps that close in the front only, as pictured below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new version of this boot with the pullback Velcro straps (see below) is allowed for Senior, 
U25, Young Riders and Junior Competitions only. 
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ANNEX XVI – STEWARDS’ PROTOCOL FOR HANDLING CASES OF BLOOD ON A HORSE’S 
FLANK(S) AND/OR MARKS INDICATING EXCESSIVE USE OF THE SPUR(S) 
 
STEWARDS’ PROTOCOL FOR HANDLING CASES OF BLOOD ON A HORSE’S FLANK(S) 
AND/OR MARKS INDICATING EXCESSIVE USE OF THE SPUR(S) 
A member of the Ground Jury must be available throughout the event to examine, at the request 
of the Chief Steward, a horse if it is found to have blood on the flank(s) and/or marks indicating 
excessive use of the spur(s). 
If a Steward notices blood on a horse’s flank at any time in connection with the warm-up for a 
competition or at any time in connection with a horse leaving the competition arena, including but 
not only during post-competition boot and bandage control, the following procedures must be 
followed. 
 

1. The Steward must inform the Athlete that there is an issue with blood on the horse’s 
flank(s), and that he will: 
a) Take photographs of the horse and the affected area(s) and of the spurs 
b) Inform the Chief Steward* (unless he is the CS) 

 
2. After informing the Athlete as above, the Steward must:  

a) Take a close-up photograph of the injury and the blood. 
b) Summon the Chief Steward* and inform him.  
c) Take a photograph of the general area where the injury/blood is located. 
d) Take a photograph of the horse, including its competition number that, if possible, 

also shows the area of the injury/blood. 
e) Take a photograph of the spurs that the Athlete was using. 
f) Remain with the horse until the Chief Steward* arrives, making sure that nobody 

touches the area in question and that the blood is not wiped off. 
 
NB: If the horse is in a very public area, the Steward should require that the horse be moved to a 
more private area before proceeding with the above steps. The Athlete may, if he wishes, place a 
horse rug or cooler over the horse while the horse is being moved. 
 

3. On his arrival, the Chief Steward* will: 
a) Examine the area in question making sure that he is wearing an unused latex glove. 
b) Establish whether points a) c), d) and e) above have been followed, and if not, take 

the appropriate photos as required above. 
c) Lay the back of his gloved hand over the area in order to transfer blood from the 

flank(s) onto the glove taking care not to smear or spread the blood over a wider 
area. If possible, this action should be recorded on video. 

d) Photograph the blood on the glove. 
e) Advise the Athlete that according to FEI Rules, he must inform the Ground Jury of the 

situation and tell the Athlete that the horse must remain available and under the 
supervision of a Steward until further notice. 

f) The Chief Steward* will then report the incident to the Ground Jury member 
designated to handle such cases and show him the photographs and, if there is one, 
the video. 

 
4. In all cases of blood on the horse’s flank the Ground Jury must eliminate the 

Athlete/horse combination from the Competition or round in question. Particular attention 
must be paid to two round competitions and competitions with a jump-off. If a Steward 
notices blood on a horse’s flank after it has taken part in the second round (or jump-off) 
but had found no blood on that horse’s flank(s) after the previous round, the combination 
is to be eliminated from the second round (or jump-off) only. It is not the role of the 
Chief Steward or any member of the stewarding team to inform the PR that he has been 
eliminated. This is the responsibility of the Ground Jury. 
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5. If the horse has a mark or marks which could indicate excessive use of the spur(s), 
regardless of whether blood is visible on the horse’s flank(s), the Steward must summon 
the Chief Steward*, who will follow the procedure outlined in paragraph 3 above. The 
Chief Steward* will then report the incident to the Ground Jury member designated to 
handle such cases. 

 The penalty for marks indicating excessive use of the spur(s) is disqualification; additional 
sanctions may also apply (see JRs Art. 243). Nevertheless, the Ground Jury may not take 
a decision on disqualification for excessive use of the spur(s) until the designated member 
of the Ground Jury has seen the photographs and examined the horse. It is not the role 
of the Chief Steward or any member of the stewarding team to inform the PR that he has 
been disqualified. This is the responsibility of the Ground Jury. 

 If blood is noticed on a horse’s flank prior to the horse entering the competition arena, 
the Steward shall notify the Ground Jury member designated to handle such cases and 
inform the Athlete that the horse will not be allowed to enter the competition arena until 
the procedure outlined above has been carried out and permission has been granted by 
the Ground Jury for the horse to take part in the competition. Failure of the Athlete to 
comply with the Steward’s instruction will result in the issuance of a yellow warning card 
by the Chief Steward. 

 
The Chief Steward must always brief his team on the above procedures before the start 
of the event. 
 
*In certain circumstances the Chief Steward may be officially substituted by a specific member of 
the stewarding team.  



Article 241 - Eliminations 

1. Unless otherwise specified in the rules, or in the conditions for the competitions, 

elimination means that the competitor and the horse in question may not continue in 

the current competition. Elimination may also be retroactive. 

2. The competitor has the right to jump one single obstacle after retiring or after being 

eliminated, providing that obstacle is part of the course of the current competition. (This 

however does not apply to elimination resulting from a fall.) 

3. The following paragraphs lay down the reasons for which competitors are eliminated in 

all jumping competitions; elimination must be applied by the Ground Jury in the 

following cases: 

3.1. jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle in the arena before the start of the 

round except for the practice obstacle(s) authorised by the Ground Jury (Article 

202). 

3.2. starting before the signal is given and jumping the first obstacle of the course 

(Articles 202 and 203). 

3.3. taking more than 45 seconds to jump the first obstacle after the time of the round 

has started, except all cases relating to circumstances beyond the influence of the 

competitor (Article 203). 

3.4. a horse resisting for 45 consecutive seconds during the round (Articles 223). 

3.5. taking more than 45 seconds to jump the next obstacle, or to jump the last 

obstacle and cross the finishing line. 

3.6. jumping the first obstacle while omitting to cross the starting line between the 

flags in the correct direction (Article 220). 

3.7. omitting a compulsory turning point or not precisely following the track indicated 

by a continuous line on the course plan. 

3.8. attempting to or jumping an obstacle which does not form part of the course 

during the round (Article 220). 

3.9. omitting to jump an obstacle of the course (Article 220) or after a run- out or a 

refusal, failing to attempt to jump again the obstacle where the fault was 

committed. 

3.10. jumping an obstacle in the wrong order (Article 220). 

3.11. jumping an obstacle in wrong direction (Article 220). 

3.12. exceeding the time limit (Articles 236 and 239). 

3.13. following a refusal jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle which has been 

knocked down, before it has been rebuilt 



3.14. jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle after an interruption without waiting 

for the bell (Article 203). 

3.15. not jumping all the elements of a combination again after a refusal or run-out 

(Articles 212, 224) except in the case of the closed part of a combination (Article 

214). 

3.16. not taking each element of a combination separately and consecutively (Article 

212). 

3.17. not crossing the finishing line mounted, in the correct direction, after having 

jumped the last obstacle (except in certain special competitions) before leaving 

the arena (Article 226.2). 

3.18. competitor and/or horse leaving the arena without permission of the Ground 

Jury, including prior to starting. 

3.19. a loose horse leaving the arena before the end of the round, (including prior to 

starting). 

3.20. accepting while mounted any object whatever during a round except headgear 

and/or spectacles. 

3.21. Non-compliance with rules relating to saddlery and equipment (see Article 257) 

3.22. an accident to a competitor or to a horse which prevents them from completing 

the competition (Article 258). 

3.23. not leaving a closed combination in the right direction or displacing a closed 

combination. 

3.24. third disobedience during the course of a round (Articles 236 and 239). 

In competitions for horses 1.30m and above the second disobedience during the course 

of the round. 

3.25. fall of competitor or horse during the round (Articles 224, 236 and 239). NB: fall 

after crossing the finish line does not incur elimination, except in an instant jump-

off where the combination will be unable to start in the jump-off. 

3.26. if the Ground Jury feels that for any reason horse or competitor is unfit to 

continue in competition. 

3.27. jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle with a retention harness incorrectly 

fastened 

3.28. Any rider wearing earphones and/or other electronic communication devices 

during competition. 

3.29. Horses bleeding in the mouth (in minor cases of blood in the mouth, such as 

where a horse seems to have bitten its tongue or lip, Officials may authorise the 



rinsing or wiping of the mouth and allow the athlete to continue; any further 

evidence of blood in the mouth will result in elimination. 

3.30. Jumping or attempting to jump an obstacle in the arena after the completion of a 

round unless circumstances rendered it impossible for the Athlete/Horse 

combination to avoid jumping the obstacle, e.g. in a competition with an instant 

jump-off or in a two-phase competition if the bell is run too late for the Athlete to 

safely pull up before the obstacle. 

4. Elimination is left to the discretion of the Ground Jury in the following cases: 

4.1. not entering the arena when the competitor’s name and/or number is called. 

4.2. not entering the arena mounted or not leaving the arena mounted. 

4.3. all physical unauthorised assistance except for paragraph 3.20 above. 

4.4. schooling a horse in speed competitions under table A or C, without informing the 

Organising Committee in advance. 

4.5. not stopping when the bell is rung during the round (Articles 203 and 233). 

4.6. Not wearing the correct ID number or back number where required by the 

organising committee. 

 

 



Annex 1 - Code of Conduct 

WELFARE OF THE HORSE 

The following is a Code of Conduct based on that promoted by the FEI, but includes a few 

minor changes to reflect the New Zealand environment. 

Code of Conduct 

1. In all Equestrian sports the horse must be considered paramount. 

2. The well being of the horse shall be above the demands of breeders, trainers, 

riders, owners, dealers, organisers, sponsors or officials. 

3. All handling and veterinary treatment must ensure the health and welfare of the 

horse. 

4. The highest standards of nutrition, health, sanitation and safety shall be 

encouraged and maintained at all times. 

5. Adequate provision must be made for ventilation, feeding watering and 

maintaining a healthy environment when horses are being transported. 

6. Emphasis should be placed on increasing education in training and equestrian 

practices and promoting scientific studies in equine health 

7. In the interests of the horse, the fitness and competence of the rider shall be 

regarded as essential. 

8. All riding and training methods must take account of the horse as a living entity 

and must not include any technique considered by the ESNZ to be abusive. 

9. The ESNZ will establish adequate controls in order that all persons and bodies 

under their jurisdiction respect the welfare of the horse. 

10. The National and International Rules and Regulations in Equestrian sport 

regarding the health and welfare of the horse must be adhered to, not only 

during national and international events, but also in training. Competition Rules 

and Regulations shall be continually reviewed to ensure such welfare is upheld. 

  



Annex 7 - Examinations 

Horse Inspections 

The President of the Ground Jury or the Organising Committee may arrange an examination 

of either a particular horse, or horses, participants in a particular competition or level of 

competition, or all horses competing at an event. A National Jumping Steward may also 

arrange (in consultation with the president of the ground jury) to examine a particular 

horse/s or all horses participating in a competition or an event. 

1. Examination 

Each horse may be examined by a veterinarian to establish the general state of its 

health, identity and vaccination status. An appointed Steward may conduct an 

examination to establish the Identification of a horse. The examination should be 

conducted as follows, with the minimum inconvenience to all concerned. 

1.1. Check the identity of the horse by comparison with its Identification Papers. 

1.2. Check the age of the horse, if the event or any competition is limited to horses of a 

specific age. Any significant irregularities in the above should be drawn to the 

attention of the President of the Appeal Committee and the President of the 

Ground Jury, and they must deal with such irregularities before the horse is allowed 

to compete. 

2. Horse Inspection 

This may be carried out on the afternoon of the day preceding the first competition. Chefs 

d’Equipe and/or Persons responsible should arrange a specific time for their horses to be 

inspected within the time specified. A Timetable should be available and ready at the Secretary’s 

Office at least a day before the first competition, to avoid unnecessary delay for all concerned. 

At Senior Championships a second Horse Inspection may be scheduled prior to the start of the 

final competition. The Horse Inspection must be carried out by the Inspection Panel 

(Veterinarian and Ground Jury). In a doubtful case, the Panel may direct that the horse be 

referred to an officially supervised holding box for a further examination by an Examining 

Veterinarian. The horse returns for a re-inspection by the Panel immediately after the last horse 

has been inspected or at a suitable break. The Examining Veterinarian reports findings to the 

Panel. In the event of a disagreement, the President of the Ground Jury will make the final 

decision which will be announced immediately. In any case, all horses rejected at the first 

inspection have the right to be re-inspected at a later time. The protocol for the Horse 

Inspection is conducted as follows: 

2.1. Each horse must be presented in either a snaffle or double bridle. Any other harness or 

equipment, i.e: rugs, bandages, etc. must be removed. No exception to this can be allowed. 

2.2. No horse may be presented with its identity concealed in any manner by the application of 

paint or dye. 

2.3. The inspection must take place on a firm level and clean non-slip surface. 

2.4. The horse is initially observed, by the Veterinary member of the Panel, for any obvious sign 

of injury or disease. Eventual remarks should be recorded. 

2.5. The horse is then walked and trotted for any obvious signs of lameness or unfitness. 



2.6. In case of team competitions Chefs d’Equipe must be present with their team horses in 

addition to their grooms and/or their competitors. 

2.7. Persons Responsible (Competitors) must be present with individual horses, in addition to 

their grooms. 

2.8. Competitors must present their own horses(s) at the Horse Inspection. The President of the 

Ground Jury may relax this rule for a competitor if requested to do so by the Chef d’Equipe 

or the rider. It is emphasised that this is not a detailed veterinary examination and it should 

be completed as quickly as possible. 

3. Ground Jury, Appeal Committee and Veterinarian Liaison 

3.1. Ground Jury 

Consists of the panel of judges appointed from the ESNZ list of officials who hold the 

necessary current qualifications for the discipline whose rules are being used for this 

competition. Where necessary they will be approved by the technical committee and the 

ESNZ Jumping board. The more senior qualified may already be appointed as President of 

the ground jury as per Annex 13. 

3.1.1. Responsibilities of the official Veterinarian. 

The Veterinarian shall report to the Ground Jury and/or Committee on all matters 

other than those of a purely technical veterinary nature. 

3.1.2. Veterinary Examinations, Horse Inspections and Identification. The Veterinarian shall 

report to the Ground Jury any horses considered to be unfit at either an Examination 

or at the inspection. If continuing participation is to be considered, such horses must 

be re-inspected by the Ground Jury together with the Veterinarian before they are 

allowed to complete. The President of the Ground Jury must also be informed of any 

horses which have been refused permission to compete by the chief steward for 

Identification paper irregularities. 

3.1.3. If the Ground Jury does not act on a recommendation of the Veterinarian not to allow 

a horse to compete the circumstances must be reported to the Appeal Committee 

3.1.4. Selection of Horses to be Sampled for Medication Control. 

The President of the Ground Jury is responsible for the random selection of horses to 

be sampled during the event. In addition to horses selected at random, the President 

of the Ground Jury together with the veterinarian, may decide to select specific horses 

for sampling. The selection of specific horses may be made at any time during the 

event. 

3.1.5. A refusal or wilful obstruction by any person to submit a horse for sampling must be 

reported immediately to the President of the Ground Jury 

3.1.6. Abuse (Article 132 General Regs), (Article 243). 

Any case of alleged abuse of horses must be immediately reported to the President of 

the Ground Jury. Confirmed cases are official warning card offences. 

3.2. Appeal Committee 

See Annex 13  

 

 



Annex 9 - Permitted, Not Permitted and Restricted Headgear and Saddlery 

 

 HORSES PONIES 

Headgear Approved and properly fastened 3 point retention harness. Always when mounted 

Spurs No Restrictions (Art 243 1.1.2) 
Providing no injury is caused 

Serrated rowel spurs must Never be worn. Non 
serrated rowel spurs must be at least 3mm in 
thickness. Blunt spurs are allowed. 

Ear Piece Never in competition unless rider has a signed medical certificate  (Art 225.1.1) 

Saddles No restrictions 

Whips Always – max length 75cms (Art 257 2.2) 

Dressage whip Only for flatwork – Never in competition or jumping and riding over poles (Art 257 2.2) 

Standing Martingales Never in Competitions 1.30m and above (Art 257 
1.2) 

Never in Competitions 1.20m and above (Art 257 
1.2) 

Draw Reins/ Market Harborough Never in Competition (Art 257 1.6) 

Running Martingale Always 

Bits No restrictions, providing no injury is caused. 
Reins must be attached to the bit or directly to the bridle (Art 257.1.3) 

Gags Always (Art 257.1.3) 

Hackamores Always (Art 257.1.3) 

Tongue Straps Never (Art257 1.5) 

Sheepskin or leather piece on Bridle Must not exceed 3cms measured from cheek (Art 257 1.4) 

Nose Bands No restrictions but should never be overtightened 

Ear Hoods Always 

Blinkers Never (Art 257 1.1) 

Hind Boots 
2019/20 – All young horse competitions: 4, 5, 6, & 7 
year olds. All pony competitions, Amateur, Pro-Am, 
Young Rider & Junior rider competitions. 
2020/21 – All competitions. 
 

Always as per dates on left and (Art 255.2.6) 
 

Young Horse (4, 5, 6, & 7 year olds) refer to Article 257.2.6.1 
Ponies, Amateur, Pro-Am, Young & Junior Rider refer to Article 257.2.6.2 



EXERSISING ACTIVITY 

 HORSES PONIES 

Warm-up in relation to 
competition 

FEI WC & Premier League = under <1.60m x 
1.80m 

All other Classes = not more than 10cms higher 
and wider than dimensions of class 

Not more than 10cms higher and wider than 
dimensions of class 

Schooling – Who can ride in practise and warm-
up arenas 

On the Flat - No restrictions 
Over Jumps - No restrictions 

On the Flat - No Restrictions 
Over Jumps - Pony Riders only 
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ESNZ-Jumping 

Judges and Course Designer Seminars 

July/August 2019 

 

Programme - Show Jumping Course Design  

1. Introduction 

 

2. ESNZ Jumping Rule Book including recent rule changes 

 

3. This Seminar: 

a. General issues and basic principles 

b. Special emphasis on courses for less experienced riders & horses 

(pages 5&6) 

 

General and Basic Principles 

Understanding  Part of the bigger picture 

 Important influence on correct 
training f horses and riders 

 Influence on the competition 
 

o schooling horses  
o educating riders 

Preparation  Is it necessary to prepare? 

 Schedule 
 

 Arena information 
 

o ESNZ J website 
o Organisers 
o Size & shape of arena 
o Gate location 
o Judges box location 
o Electronic timers 

Consideration  Type of competition (Refer Rule 
Book Articles: 238, 239, 273, 
274, etc.) 

E.g.: 238.1.1 (A1),  238.2.1 (A2),  238.2.2 
(TAM5),  239 (TC),  2-Phase 274.5.x,  
273.3.x (Competition over 2 Rounds), etc. 

  Level of competition 
 

E.g.  Training;  Age groups; Ponies; Juniors;  
Young Riders,  Grand Prix 

  Height of class 
 

o Fixed height vs. a range of heights 

Starting to Design   No design (not recommended 
for competitions)  

 

o Walk a track and lay down the rails as 
you go then construct the obstacles 

  Drawing to scale o 1 in 400 or 1 in 500 
o Computer programme (not compulsory 

and not permitted in FEI courses) 
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  Degree of difficulty o Height 
o Spreads 
o Lines 
o Relatedness 
o Combinations 
o Material 

  Questions in a track o Distances in combinations and in 
related lines 

o Material, liverpool, water 
o Heights & spreads in combination with 

related obstacles 

  How to start designing a track 
 

o Discussion 

Basic Principles  Maintaining the rhythm and 
balance & keeping it simple 

o Flowing forward lines 
o Minimum 20m radius 
o 3-4 straight strides to & fro 
o 2 or more changes of rein 
o Approx. 50% of obstacles on the L rein 

and 50% on the R rein) 

  Making things easier o Starting towards the gate 
o Do not use imposing fill 
o Use true & correct distances 
o Combination towards the gate 
o No filler in 2nd element of combination 
o No obstacles close to the gate or the 

judges box 

o No treble combination 

o No related lines to or from 

combinations 

  Making things nicer o Even distribution of obstacles around 
the arena 

o Vary obstacles 50/50 upright/spread 
o Vary obstacle types 
o Vary obstacle materials/colours etc. 

Combinations & 
Related Lines 

 Take-off and landing distances. o upright obstacle, oxer obstacle 
o triple bar obstacle 

  Other factors influencing the 
distances 

o going towards or away from the gate 
o up/down hill 
o footing 
o speed 
o approach length 
o obstacle location within course 
o experience level of horse and/or rider 

  Construction of combinations o vary type of entry obstacle 
o vary 1 & 2 stride combinations 
o vary rein 
o vary construction and material  
o minor or no fill in second element of 

combination 
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  Related lines o straight, curved 
o locate the centre of the curve mid 

distance  
o use left & right hand curved lines 
o vary obstacle types 
o vary number of strides 

Obstacles 
 

 Types o upright,incl. style 
o spread 
 oxer 
 ascending spread 
 triple bar 

o narrow spread obstacle 
o water jump 

  Material o 3.5 – 4m poles (outdoor) 
o 3.0 – 3.5m poles (indoor) 
o pole weight 10-15kg 
o quality  
o keyhole system 
o safety cups 
o variety 
o matching gear 
o same length of all rails & fill 

  Considerations o inviting first obstacle 
o avoid scary fill esp. in oxers, 

combinations and away from the gate 
o use low hanging bottom rails to create 

a clear ground line 
o triple bar related to another obstacle 
o rails only obstacles 
o friendly fill 
o impressive fill 
o scary fill 
o horses’ observation 
o liverpool 

  Construction o safety first 
o safety cups on back rails of spread 

obstacles 
o safety cups on back rails of both 

elements of the triple bar 
o hanging gates on flat cups 
o free rolling rails 
 

Building  First Prepared Track o Check arena size is as assumed and 
adjust if necessary 

o Layout rails only  
 one for an upright 
 two for a spread  
 three for a triple-bar 
 plus ‘pointers’ 

o Squaring a combination or straight 
related line 
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Finalising  Measuring o How to measure 
o Importance of correctly measuring 
o Different measurement depending on 

type and level of competition 

  Course plan o Requirements 

  Final walk around o Check S & F, ensure rails are not 
jammed, final check 

  Assess your course  o Plan (e.g. to scale, ease of set-up, can 
others work with it) 

o Line/track (flow, turns, L/R, related 
obstacles, …) 

o Distribution (whole arena, 
uprights/spreads …)  

o Dimensions (within height range, 
uprights, spreads, triple bar…) 

o Distances (combinations and related 
lines, 

o Jump off (similar to the above) 

Summarising  Keep it simple  o Uncomplicated lines 
o Fair distances 
o Generous curves (>20m Ø) 
o Good approaches 
o Good line after the obstacle 

  Build at your  level o Keep it simple until you build up your 
own experience level 

o That is, do not introduce 
questions/challenges until you are 
ready for them. 

o It does not mean that you should not 
accept a challenge to build at a higher 
level than you have before 

 

 

Reference Documents: 

For reference material and sample courses refer: 

 Basic Course Design Guide for Beginners (by LB Jardin) 

(this includes sample course layouts) 

 

 Officials’ Code of Conduct (ESNZ General Regulations App.H) 

 

 FEI (Fédération Equestre Internationale) online courses 

 

 FEI Memorandum for International Jumping Events (2010) 
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Course Design Considerations for Young Horses and 

Inexperienced Riders 

Scope 

This generally applies to courses 1.20m and below and specifically for courses for young 

horses (4 & 5 year olds).  It assumes that the competitors (both horses & riders) are 

inexperienced and that horses are being introduced to a strange environment and/or could 

be poorly schooled.  

In the lower height ‘open’ classes the course designer is almost always confronted with a 

mixed range of abilities of both riders and horses.  

Issues 

 Limited knowledge and ability of the rider 

 Poorly schooled horses 

 Horses are still relatively ‘green’ 

 Horses and/or riders mostly enter a new (strange) environment 

 The natural rhythm and balance are disturbed by the weight and position of the rider 

 Some combinations may only get their schooling/training in the ring at a competition. 

Education 

Course designing and the building of courses for the lower levels forms an integral part 

of the education of horses and riders.  Therefore, the design and building of show 

jumping courses at these levels should be focussed on education and training and 

particular attention should be given to: 

 Providing space for recovering the rhythm and balance 

 Gradually making the horse and/rider familiar with the competition environment 

Basic Principles 

The designing of the courses should fit in with the above philosophy and ensure that: 

 There is room in the course to recover the rhythm and balance 

 Turns allow for the fact that the horses do not react well to aids 

 The horse gradually gets used to unfamiliar obstacles and environment 

 Courses stimulate a forward canter 

Design Parameters 

 Minimum 20m diameter turns 

 Minimum 4 canter strides to regain the balance after a turn and after an obstacle 

Canter Strides 

 Stride length can vary between as much as 3 to 4m 

 Allow for 3.5m to 3.7m average for horses (0.30-.40m less per stride for ponies) 
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Related Distances 

 Minimum 6 strides (varying between 24.5m - 25.5m) 

 In a curved line minimum 7 strides (27.5m - 28.5m) 

Note:  The longer of the two distances mentioned above require better going and footing. 

Combinations 

 Normally 1, max. 2 double combinations 

 Obstacle № 4 or later 

 Not away from the gate 

 Not towards a scary situation 

 Use two stride combination early in the season 

 At least one obstacle in a combination should have only rails 

 If using (non scary) fill material, use in the A element only 

 Type and distances for two stride combinations (for one-stride deduct 3.0m): 

o Upright – upright (10.80 – 11.00) easiest 

o Spread – upright (10.60 – 10.80) more difficult 

o Upright – spread (10.60 – 10.80) most difficult 

Execution 

 Preferred arena size: min. 3,200m2 with min. 40 x 80m sides 

 9 to 10 obstacles 

 Height – class height as a maximum, first few fences and double combination may be 

(a hole or so) lower 

 Spread – equal to or 10cm wider than the height 

 Triple bar – 20 - 30cm wider than the height 

 Obstacles dimensions may increase towards the end of the course 

 Level may grow during the season 

 Liverpool OK: max. 1.0m wide, located halfway below an upright obstacle, late in the 

course and not away from the gate 

 Obstacle № 1 unrelated or minimum 30m to obstacle № 2 

 Minimum three changes of rein 

 Passages between edge of arena and obstacle minimum 4m wide 

 Only use fill material appropriate for the level of competition 

 Use ground lines especially with the first few obstacles and the first of the double. 
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