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 ESNZ Jumping Chair Report 2025 

It gives me great pleasure to present this annual report for Jumping & Show Hunter 2025. 
We are an outstanding resilient community who are extremely proud of our sport, where 
we have come from and where we want to go. 

The New Zealand Season 

Our Jumping and Show Hunter Calendar Season started in early August 2024 and concluded 
with the Jumping Series Finals at the Taupo NEC on 4/5th April 2025.  

It was a very successful season with 111 shows across the whole of the country and a total of 
21,828 starts at the shows. 

Four World Cup Qualifiers were held during 2024-25, at Waikato/Takapoto, Taupo, Dannevirke 
and Waitemata/ Woodhill Sands. Two of these were the first of the MERs (Minimum Eligibility 
Requirements) for our riders to qualify for the World Equestrian Games to be held in Aachen, 
Germany in August 2026. The NZ World Cup Series winner was Julie Davey and LT Holst Freda 
who also went on to win the Olympic Cup at Horse of the Year in March 2025.  

For the first time, the World Cup organizing committees used the global live streaming platform, 
Clip My Horse to showcase our sport internationally. Although there were a few learning 
moments, the venues, presentation of the jumping rings, the standard of riding and quality of 
horses in the top classes were impressive and very much in line with international standards. 

Feilding IA&P hosted the North Island Show Jumping Champs, Ashburton hosted the South 
Island Show Jumping and Show Hunter Champs with Bay of Plenty hosting the North Island 
Show Hunter Champs. Northern Hawkes Bay hosted the National Young Horse Champs at 
Tomoana Grounds, Hastings and the National Show Jumping Champs were held at the NEC 
Christchurch. The Series Finals were again held at the NEC in Taupo, wrapping up a great 
season of competition, and saw sponsors and riders party well into the evening. 

The Australians were again treated to the famous Gisborne hospitality when they hosted the 
Trans Tasman Young Rider competition on borrowed horses in January, with NZ picking up the 
win over the three days. 

These specialty shows are such important events on our calendar and the Jumping Board would 
like to extend our thanks to the organising committees for going the extra mile to provide these 
shows to a very high standard for our jumping community.  

The National Series were again very popular throughout the country with a total of 579 horses on 
the jumping series leaderboards at the end of the season which represented 30% of registered 
jumping horses.  These series are a focus for many with camaraderie and healthy rivalry being 
evident at every show. 

The International Season 

Luke Dee and Gangster WW made their international debut representing NZ on the world stage 
at the World Cup Final held in Basel, Switzerland in April and have continued their successful 
form with placings in international classes across Europe. 
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NZ was invited to two official Trans Tasman competitions in 2024 – a senior team event in 
September at Willinga Park where we finished second from three teams. The young rider team 
event was held in Sydney on borrowed horses in August with NZ taking the win. 

Over recent years there have been limited invitations for NZ based riders to gain experience at 
international events but in April 2025 at very short notice we were offered a spot at the Korean 
KRA Cup in Seoul, a junior competition on borrowed horses. This was an unofficial, self funded 
opportunity for an under 18 year old and was offered to eligible squad riders. Emma Gillies 
travelled to Seoul, embraced the opportunity and did NZ proud. 

Internationally, we have seen a strong focus on combinations preparing for WEG Aachen 2026 
with a view to the LA Olympics 2028. We currently have a good pool of NZ riders based in 
Australia, Canada, USA and Europe as well as combinations here in NZ who have plans to head 
off shore to continue preparations.  

Honouring our Members 

In 2024 Colin Clarke, Maurice Beatson and Wally Neiderer were inducted into the ESNZ Hall of 
Fame.  

Samatha Carrington was awarded the ESNZ Jumping Youth of the Year. 

Officials  

Over the season we have continued to work hard to help attract, develop and upgrade officials.  

I would like to sincerely thank our incredible group of officials, they are truly a very special group 
of people who are just so committed to our sport. This can be a very challenging and thankless 
job but absolutely vital to running our sport  no officials = no jumping so please remember to 
reach out to thank our officials, support them when you can and at all times show them the 
respect they deserve! 

With the increased importance of horse welfare, during 2024-25, Jumping funded an additional 
steward at each of our specialty shows throughout the season. Horse welfare needs to be front 
of mind for everyone involved in our sport with increased awareness of the care and wellbeing of 
our horses while in the competition environment.  

The Pathway In- Grassroots 

Our Star Spotters Scholarship for Area Groups has continued for the fifth year and we are very 
grateful for the sponsorship support from the Waikato Vet Clinic for another year. In addition to 
sponsorship funding, WVC has provided every star spotter with a printed polo which the riders 
were thrilled to receive. 

Jumping has also continued its support of initiatives such as the NI & SI Interschools events and 
the Winter Olympics. 

Looking Forward 

Towards the end of 2024, the Jumping Board carried out a significant review of the Jumping 
Strategy in order to align ourselves more closely to the ESNZ and High Performance 2025-28 
strategies.  Using the feedback from the 2024 AGM as well as information gathered over the year 
from being out and about amongst the community, the strategy and direction took shape. 
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Jumping is very fortunate to be in a strong and robust financial position however we do have to 
be mindful that 10 years ago, it was a very different financial picture therefore we need to tread 
carefully and wisely. 

The Jumping Board has approved a Reserves Policy in which it will always retain a minimum 
reserve of approximately $300,000. 

In addition to this, the Jumping Board has approved $216,000 of our reserves to be spent 
developing the sport for 2025-26. Of this, $50,000 has been allocated to each of the NECs for 
improvements to Jumping facilities. 

We are very excited to finally have some FEI courses available to enable upgrading of our 
officials. In July, Malcom McKee will head to Switzerland to complete his FEI L3 upgrade course 
and in August some of our stewards will head to Sydney to complete their FEI L2 upgrade 
course. These upgrades will be hugely valuable to us to help reduce the pressure on our small 
pool of top officials. 

We also look forward to having the World Jumping Challenge running again in both Islands this 
season after an absence of six years. This has the added benefit of the third round being a 
qualifier for the Youth Olympic Games which will be held in Dakar, Senegal in 2026 in which we 
hope to have a NZ representative. 

An official self funded Trans Tasman Senior and Young Rider teams competition will held in 
Australia over three shows in August/ September this year. This competition will be on their own 
horses, a first for our young riders. Six horse and rider combinations have been selected for 
each level which will give us the opportunity to select teams per event.  

Preparation plans are now in place as we aim to have a Jumping team represent NZ at the World 
Equestrian Games in Aachen 2026.  We have some exceptional horses and riders focusing on 
the best representation possible at this event. To be successful at this level of the sport, it takes 
hard work, enormous sacrifice, deep pockets and a lot of good luck to be ready to represent us 
on the world stage. A number of these riders are supported by New Zealanders who own the 
horses and who play a significant part in making this happen. 

However unlike the Olympics, WEG has no funding available to help the riders and horses get to, 
prepare and compete at the event.  Let’s show our support and all help get our team to the 
World Equestrian Games 2026, to hoist our flag high and represent NZ on the world stage at 
Aachen.  

Thank you 

Where to start…. well it truly takes all of us to make this sport happen and I am continually 
staggered by the incredible generosity of volunteers who give their time freely to enable others 
to enjoy a sport. This not only happens in Jumping but also all the other equestrian sports and 
all the other sports in NZ.  

From officials to gate keepers to pole picker uppers to committee members to those providing 
cups of tea, thank you all for your contributions to create opportunities for others and make our 
sport a better sport – it is only because of you that this happens! 
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And to our Sponsors who are key partners in our sport, we would like to extend a huge thank you 
to all of them. They enable us to do so much more within our sport such as creating 
opportunities for officials, young rider teams, new comers, exposure of the sport to a wider 
audience and numerous other flow on benefits that all contribute to keeping the sport going. 

The Jumping Board – this voluntary group of elected members always goes above and beyond to 
ensure the best interests of the sport are maintained, the values of fair play are upheld and 
there are opportunities for all. The Board is well supported by our Technical Committee and 
Show Hunter Exec who have extensive knowledge across the rules and regulations. 

Board members 2024-25 – Penny Tapley, Jenny Booth, Paul Croucher, Lisa Clark, Thomas 
Gardner, Paxton Kirkbride, Sarah Forman & Rosanna Dickson 

After 4 yrs on the Board, Thomas is stepping down due to work and family commitments. I 
would like to thank Thomas for his thorough, careful and considered approach to all matters 
relating to Jumping, this will be very much missed by all of us.   

And our thanks go to Sarah Forman who has been the NZ Riders Rep for the past two years and 
now takes a full position on the Board. We welcome Sally Steiner as the incoming Riders Rep for 
2025-27. 

The Sports Team – We are so incredibly fortunate to have the one and only Marilyn Thompson as 
our Sports Manager, her commitment and dedication to our sport goes way beyond her given 
role and we can’t thank her enough for all that she does! 

Earlier this year we farewelled Kirsten Hence and while we look to appoint a new administrator, 
we have been grateful for the additional support from a small number of members to keep 
things operating smoothly. 

We are all here to do the best for the sport and if we all work together, we will get there better 
and faster. There are Jumping updates throughout the year so keep an eye on the bi monthly 
publication ‘Over the Stable Door’ and the Jumping Board meeting minutes on the website but 
we are also only a phone call away. 

I look forward to seeing many of you around the ring this season. 

Penny Tapley 

Chair – ESNZ Jumping 
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FEI Report 2025 
World Cups  
The 2024 – 2025 season produced 4 World Cup rounds as part of the FEI Jumping World Cup NZ 
League.  
Shows that held these classes were Waikato Show Jumping, Taupo NEC, and Central & Southern 
Hawkes Bay with the final being run by SJ Waitemata at Woodhill Sands in mid-January. We had 
a total of 13 athletes competing in this league, with all 13 gaining points.  

SJ Waitemata ran an exciting World Cup final show which saw the ever consistent Sophie Scott 
clinch the final round. The results from this round saw both Julie Davey and Luke Dee tied on 63 
points in the league, but in the end it came down to wins meaning Julie having had 2 and Luke 1 
saw Julie take out the Series.  With Julie deciding not to take up the opportunity to compete at 
the World Cup Final in Basel, Switzerland in April 2025, a pathway for Luke Dee aboard the 
imported Gangster WW to debut representing New Zealand on the world stage was made 
available. Luke did a credible job finishing just outside the top 30. Luke and Gangster WW are 
continuing their campaign in Europe looking towards WEG in Aachen in 2026 and the LA 
Olympics in 2028 

Jumping’s total investment for our 4 x World Cups this year was $49,507, of which only $5,222 is 
recovered from the OCs for a small contribution towards the FEI fees we pay, and the EADCMP 
(Equine Anti-Doping and Controlled Medication Programme) fee collected per horse on behalf 
of the FEI. 

 

MERS (Minimum Eligibility Requirements) are what combinations require to be considered as an 

entry level for any International Championships like WEG or Olympics 

As at the end of May 2025 the following Kiwis have: 
Uma O’Neill & Luigi D’Eclipse   Full MER 

Luke Dee & Gangster    Full MER 

Sophie Scott & Benrose Stellar   2/3 MER 

Sophie Scott & Benrose Waitangi Skynet  2/3 MER 

Julie Davey & LT Holst Freda   2/3 MER 

 
FEI 1*  
The 2024-2025 season saw just 1 of these competitions run at the Central & Southern Hawkes 
Bay World Cup show in early January.  
These classes have been an important part of our FEI official’s pathway, providing roles to meet 
criteria for maintenance and upgrades. They also give our members the opportunity to compete 
in an FEI class, completing a trot up, managing horse health reporting and obtaining FEI 
registration.  

 
Officials  
The FEI official requirements continues to be expensive for both the OC’s and the sport costing 
around $50K in expenditure which includes the FEI fees, depending on the number of FEI events 
run.  
The officials needed at each of our World cup shows is 13 and at our CSI 1* shows 12, and our 
Technical committee and sport manager work hard to utilize the most cost effective way to 
achieve this. 
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The upgrading of any of our Officials in the FEI space remains extremely challenging and has 
produced a number of knock backs throughout the season but we are pleased to announce that 
Malcom McKee FEI L2 will finally be winging his way to Switzerland in July to attend a Judges FEI 
L3 upgrade course so we wish him all best with this trip 

Presently we have these FEI Officials numbers: 

Judges Course Designers Stewards 

FEI L3 2 4 2 
FEI L2 3 7 1 
FEI L1 4 2 9 

Point to note: 
To be able to upgrade our Course designers from FEI L2 to FEI L3 the requirement from the FEI is 
to have been the CD at 8 x 1.45m FEI Classes (2* shows).  These classes have a minimum of 
50,000 CHF which puts them out of range for NZ.  Our CDs therefore must travel across the 
globe many times to complete this compliance. 
So, for all our FEI Officials the upgrading is a very challenging space. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all our FEI officials for their dedication to the rules and 
the sport at our elite competitions. Some have done this for many years, and some are newer 
and continuing to further their career as FEI officials. They sacrifice their time away from their 
families and personal pursuits to give our riders opportunities at this level.  
We will continue to require new volunteers to enter our National official’s pathway to be able to 
progress up to FEI levels. 

Jenny Booth  
Chair – Technical and FEI 
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Technical Report 2025 

I want to begin with thanking some of the most important people in our sport.  
Thank you to all of the officials and volunteers that turn up rain, hail or shine for endless weekends 
of our sport as without you all the sport of Jumping would not happen. We are privileged to have 
such amazing people out there who generously give their time 

We continue to welcome new volunteers into our Official’s space with a small but steady stream 
across, CD’s, Judges and Stewards. We encourage each one of you to ensure their journey is 
enjoyable, as they contribute much of their own time to ensure we have a Jumping sport.  

National Officials  
The cycle of annual National Officials maintenance courses will begin again at the end of July. Last 
year Judges and Stewards had face to face seminars at 6 locations. (78 Judges, 20 Stewards, 
attended these)  

Course Designers completed their course via zoom (16 Course Designers attended these) 
Planning for this year is almost finalise, registration details will be advertised shortly and we ask you 
to mark in your calendar with the below dates. 

Whangarei – Judges only 

Sport Northland, Whangarei Date: 
Saturday 2nd August 

Waikato – Judges & Course Designers TBA 

Cambridge Raceway Date: 
Saturday 9th August 

Palmerston North – Judges & Course Designers/TDs 

Massey University – Palmerston 
North 

Date: 
Sunday 27th July 

Christchurch – Judges, Stewards & Course Designers 

McLeans Island NEC Date: 
Saturday 16th August 

Gore – Judges, Stewards & Course Designers 

HRT Transport Boardrooms Date: 
Sunday 17th August 

We continue to make provision in our budget for an officials swap with Australia which we were 
hopeful of doing this season but at this point we have been unsuccessful in securing the support 
required from Equestrian Australia, and will now look to work directly with states and major events 
for growth opportunities. 
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Official’s details are kept up to date on HorseReg and you can easily search for officials by role, area 
and level to suit your requirements.  HorseReg  Remember to book early and agree 
reimbursement/payment rates.  Our recommended payment rates are not changing for this year 
and can be found here. https://www.nzequestrian.org.nz/disciplines/jumping-show-
hunter/resources-remove/payment-for-jumping-officials/ 
  
We are forever grateful to anyone who takes on the role of an official and encourage everyone to 
explore this if you have a little time, want to join a supportive community and enjoy an important 
role in our sport.  The Officials Pathway is on the website here, and please don’t hesitate to ask any 
of us if you would like to know more. I especially want to congratulate these officials for their 
appointments and upgrades during this season. 
• Angela Nobilo – Waitemata - Level 2 to Level 3 Steward 

• Janet Robertson - Canterbury - Level 2 to Level 3 Steward  

• Kala Roberts - Taranaki - Level 1 Course Designer  

• Margaret Matenga – Auckland - Level 2 to Level 3 Judge  

• Tania Weimer – Auckland - Level 1 to Level 2 Judge  

• Susan Grayling - Taranaki - Level 1 to Level 2 Judge  

• Judith Williams - Waikato - Level 1 Judge  

• Jane Groen - Level 1 Steward - Northern Hawkes Bay  

• Kirsten Pike - Waikato - Level 2 Steward 

• Suzy Causebrook - Auckland - L1 Steward 

• Jenny Randall - Gisborne - L1 Steward 

• Kirsty Mackintosh - Gisborne - L1 Steward 

• Alex Coleman - Canterbury - L1 Course Designer 

• Chris Harris - Canterbury - L1 Course Designer 

• Kristine Leonard - Northland - L1 Course Designer 

• Kirstie Moffett - Northern Hawkes Bay - Level 1 Judge 

• Marie Ward - Canterbury - Level 1 to Level 2 Steward 

• Debs McNelly - Wairarapa - Level 1 Steward - a current judge 

• Murray Anderson - Canterbury - Level 2 Steward   

• Karen Anderson - Canterbury - Level 2 Steward  

• Stella Speights - Northland - Level 1 Judge 

• Melissa Proctor - Southland - Level 1 CD 

• Jane Groen L1-L2 Steward 

• Renee Hogg (Wairarapa) to L1 CD 
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A special thank you to Carole Serong who after decades of service has now retired from the role of  

FEI L3 Steward. 

 
FEI Officials  
The costs of the mandatory requirements to run any FEI competition continues to be challenging for 
both OC’s and the sport, with a World Cup requiring 13 FEI Officials, and a CSI 1* requiring 12 FEI 
Officials.  
The FEI make any upgrading very challenging especially at our higher levels. With our FEI L2 Course 
Designers needing to travel the world to complete course builds at 8 x 1.45m classes to meet the 
requirement leading to upgrade to FEI L3. None of these classes are run in the Group 8 countries due 
to prizemoney compliance. 
The great news to share is that finally after applying for many courses and being balloted out of all 
bar 1 Malcom McKee FEI L2 Judge with be winging his way to Switzerland in July to attend a FEI L3 
Judges upgrade course, so we wish Malcom all the best of luck. 
 
In September 2025 we have two Level 1 Stewards heading to Australia for a L1 to L2 upgrade, 
however unfortunately the course was oversubscribed and only 2 of our 7 applicants have been 
accepted.  
 
Changes Coming this Season  
In May this year I attended the ESNZ Technical Committee annual meeting, where several things 
were discussed and are likely to come through as changes to the General Regs. While these are 
subject to ESNZ Board approval later in July, the things to look out for include:  
• Closed footwear to be worn by riders, groom and handlers  
• Helmet compliance at Presentation Ceremonies will be robustly monitored by officials if helmets 
are removed 
• Review of the FEI Veterinary Regulations to align with ESNZ General and Veterinary Regulations 
will be completed 

• Adoption of FEI Vet Regs Art 1044.8 Noseband tightness Rule 

• Trialling of Horses at Events under GR Art 150 will not be permitted at an ESNZ Events 

• Updates of Horse Abuse and Complaints System have been passed by ESNZ Central  

• ESNZ Drug and Alcohol Policy has been updated 

• GR Art 155 Police Vetting is under review across all officials 
 
The Technical Committee works tirelessly for the sport, and this is largely unseen. The Technical 
Committee met 6 times in the past year, mostly on zoom in the evenings. These meetings deal with 
season planning, officials assignments/upgrades and training, dates card planning, rules, and issues 
throughout the season.  
A reminder to all our members who travel to shows, please remember to thank and respect all our 
Organising Committee’s, officials and volunteers that are on the grounds over the shows you attend, 
they work hard so you may enjoy the sport. 
 
 
A big thank you to each and every one of the Technical Committee, who mentor our officials and 
also run official’s seminars and courses throughout the country and whom are always at the end of 
the phone to clarify and answer questions for all members, board and staff.  
They take time out of their day and are away from their families throughout the season and without 
this we simply wouldn’t have a sport 
 
Jenny Booth   

Chair - Technical & FEI  
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ESNZ Jumping Sponsorship Report 2024/25 

Prepared by Paxton Kirkbride 
Sponsorship Liaison – NZ Jumping Board 

In the 2024/25 season, we have continued to build on the strong foundation of sponsor 
relationships across both Show Jumping and Show Hunter. These valued partners are vital to 
the success and sustainability of our sport. We are proud to have attracted new supporters, 
retained key long-term sponsors, and expanded the visibility and value we can offer them. 

Sponsorship once again accounts for a significant portion of income for our sport. In the past 
season, we have deepened engagement through hospitality, social media activation, and 
sponsor-branded collateral. But we also acknowledge the continued need to nurture and retain 
these relationships across all levels, from Series to local events. 

Jumping Series Sponsors Acknowledgement 

Series Sponsor 
Premier League Harrison Lane 
Grand Prix Property Brokers 
Pony Grand Prix AMS Saddlery 
Young Rider FMG 
7-Year-Old Breeders NZPH & A1 Equine Reproduction 
6-Year-Old Breeders NZ Warmblood Association 
5-Year-Old Breeders East Coast Performance Horses 
Junior Rider Mainland Coachwork 
Amateur Rider Dunstan Horsefeeds 
Pro-Am Brave Pants 
Tertiary Challenge Main Events 
Leading Stallion, Mare & Embryo EquiBreed ART 
Grassroots Initiative Waikato Equine Vet Centre  

Show Hunter Sponsors Acknowledgement 

Series Sponsor 
Open High Points NRM 
Junior High Points EquiMatch 
Junior Equitation ASHG & Waitemata SH 
Open Equitation Seahorse Supplements 
Category A Vero Insurance 
Category B Grains and Gains 
Category C Brave Pants Company 
Pony Equitation Big On Writing 
12yrs & Under Equitation Waikato and BOP Areas 
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We are extremely grateful for the ongoing support of these generous partners, many of whom 
have been with us for multiple seasons. Their investment continues to shape opportunities for 
riders at every level. 

Sponsor Activation Highlights 

• Series Final at Taupo: Strong sponsor attendance and hospitality uptake. We delivered 
live sponsor interviews, created networking moments between brands and riders, and 
saw several spontaneous connections made between businesses and regional teams. 

• Christmas Giveaway Campaign: High public engagement (4,000+ post interactions) 
provided a strong touchpoint for sponsor visibility and direct interaction with riders. 

• Sponsor Updates: Monthly email updates were sent to all partners, including campaign 
wrap-ups, access to event photography, and digital content they could use in their own 
marketing. 

• Embryo Series – This season was the inaugural season of the EquibreedART Embryo 
Series, this was a great addition to our leaderboard and highly regarded amongst the 
riders.  

One clear trend this season has been a decline in riders personally thanking sponsors. This is 
something that has not gone unnoticed, and it directly impacts how sponsors feel about their 
involvement. 

Action for 2025/26: 
To improve accountability and recognition: 

No series prizemoney will be released to riders until they have sent a direct 
acknowledgment or thank you to their series sponsor. 

As we conclude the 2024/25 season, we would like to formally acknowledge and thank all of our 
sponsors for their valued support. There contribution plays a critical role in the ongoing delivery 
and development of ESNZ Jumping and Show Hunter, supporting riders at every level and 
enabling us to maintain a high standard of competition and event delivery across the country.  

We appreciate the trust placed in our sport and the continued collaboration that allows us to 
deliver mutual value. Looking ahead to 2025/26, we remain committed to strengthening these 
relationships through improved communication, enhanced exposure opportunities, and 
increased recognition across the sport.  

We thank our sponsors for their ongoing partnership and look forward to building on this 
season’s successes together in the year to come.  
 

Paxton Kirkbride 
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Showjumping Board – Amateur & 
Grassroots Development Initiatives 
Report by Rosanna Dickson 

 

Since joining the Jumping Board in 2024, it’s been great to observe the targeted 
initiatives that are underway to support the growth and participation of amateur riders 
across New Zealand. These efforts reflect the commitment to supporting the creation of 
inclusive, accessible, and supportive pathways for riders at all levels.  

As part of our recent strategy review and growth plan, it was identified that creating a 
pathway in for riders, officials and volunteers was incredibly important. Regular training 
of officials, encouraging new members by offering options for all levels, fostering 
participation of families and promoting a friendly environment are how we will continue 
to remove barriers of entry. 

Key actions and developments: 

• $10,000 in Board Funding has been allocated to support initiatives that benefit 
and encourage amateur riders and newcomers to the sport. 

• Winter Olympics Funding: We have proudly supported this initiative for the last 
6 years and are pleased to continue our support, helping ensure quality 
opportunities for riders outside the traditional show season. 

• Star Spotters Program: This initiative is in its 5th season supporting junior riders 
and is looking to be expanded to include amateur riders, creating scholarship 
support for up-and-coming talent. 

• Classes are being added to show schedules around the country, with increasing 
focus on accessible heights and formats designed to grow confidence and 
experience. 

I would like to highlight some of the amazing initiatives that are being run across the 
country. The more we share ideas, the more we can continue the great work. 

• Examples of localised events: 

o South Island Stewarding Support: In the South Island, a steward was 
appointed to focus solely on Ring 3 - this was a paid position designed to 
guide and support new and grassroots riders during competition days. 
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o Canterbury held an education evening for those new to SH and SJing and
held course walks in Ring 3 at the start of the day so riders and parents
could ask questions about the day’s proceedings.

o Southland has put money towards having a senior rider mentoring 50 cm
riders at their Labour Weekend Show. She walks the course with them and
helps in the warmup.

o Southland also run the Tower trophy which is an encouragement class for
children competing at 75cm and below. They compete in ring 1 and are
judged on style. They also run regular practice days starting with poles on
the ground.

o Brookby Showjumping is offering dual height classes at their winter
training (e.g. 80–90cm, 90cm–1m), enabling riders to choose the height
that best suits their development stage while still competing in the same
class structure.

o Woodhill Sands ran a targeted series of 1m amateur classes across
multiple shows, creating consistency and focus for riders building
confidence at this level.

o Showjumping Waikato ran the Waikato Championship over 3 days with
transitional heights 1m to 1.10m.  This class had the biggest entries.

o Ohaupo Equestrian Centre, Waikato hosted a dedicated Amateur
Training Weekend, providing structured coaching and community building
specifically for amateur riders.

o Style Prizes being awarded in Ring 3 is also a growing initiative. Awarded
to combinations that look good together, not necessarily place getters.

These initiatives represent a strong and growing commitment to grassroots 
development, and I’m excited about the momentum we’re building across the country 
to support the next generation of passionate riders. 

It is up to us as members to build awareness, consider what we can do locally and 
create a welcoming environment. 
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Fiber Fresh North Island NEC Report 2025 

Paul Croucher 

 

Overview 

The NINEC is back to business as usual. Notwithstanding some of the deferred maintenance starting to 

bite, it is back to trading trading well and making some solid improvements. 

 

As I reported last year, a huge amount of work is falling on the shoulders of a very small volunteer team 

led by Toni and Colin McIntosh. Special mention to Cathy Vennell, Kate Honour and Ewan Macintosh. 

Thanks to these folks for such important and often thankless work that attracts considerable scrutiny 

and commentary. 

 

Jumping has continued to invest in the NEC with a contribution in 2025 to upgrade the irrigation to the 

Andrew’s Bowen surface that John Cottle and ESNZ Jumping invested about five years ago.  We are 

acutely aware that these fibre surfaces require ongoing maintenance and are currently applying for 

funding for keeping the footing world class both in both the indoor and outdoor arenas. 

 

In addition, in collaboration with Lakeland excavators, Georgie Bull and Colin McIntosh ESNZ Jumping 

has invested in a complete overhaul of half of the grass arena in response to our members’ interest in 

having quality grass surfaces to jump on. Much of the renovation was able to draw on recent experiences 

with the refurbishments at the Taupo Racing Club and Delaney Park. In addition we have been offered a 

$25k donation from Kauri Farms to be spent on jumps for the new grass arena. 

 

Another huge highlight is that Toni has managed to secure funding for 50 new stables with the strong 

prospect of another 50. (The geotech work has been completed for 100). 

 

Other points of note 

Numbers slightly down but in line with rest of the country. 

Lots of deferred maintenance going on at the centre from a lick of paint and improved workshop 

facilities to carpet in the foyer and a reliable septic tank. 

The “Cambridge Sands” arena has had an overhaul with substantial drainage works improving its all year 

availability. 

Caravan hire company is filling the void the POP campers 

 

 

A huge thanks to Fiber Fresh who continue to be the major sponsor for the North Island NEC. 
 
Thanks and welcome to Bayley’s who have come on board as sponsor for indoor facility. 
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Dunstan NEC Christchurch: Report 2024-25  

ESNZ Jumping Conference 2025 

The NEC (National Equestrian Centre) Christchurch continues to evolve as a hub for 

equestrian sport and community activity with the oversight of a dedicated voluntary 

committee. 

Infrastructure & Maintenance 

Arena maintenance remains a priority — surveying work of the bases of all arenas in an 

effort to understand where the water flows, before renewing and improving the sump holes, 

has been undertaken recently. It has been discovered that a large quantity of sand is lying 

below and thus outside the reach of the current arena groomer. This is able to be rectified 

with power harrowing saving significant costs. The Hampton oval had sand applied last 

season and is scheduled to be sanded again soon at a cost of $17,000. Part of money from 

ESNZ Jumping was used instal pop up irrigation on the warm up area which is very 

welcome. This area still needs on-going attention to ensure that it will handle the large 

numbers of horses that use it at every competition. 

Equipment & Safety 

Missing batteries and misplaced tools raised concerns, prompting lock upgrades, installation 

of cameras and a focus on equipment tracking at working bees. A Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOP) update is in progress, covering key machinery like mowers and tractors. 

An equipment induction session is set for August, with clear restrictions on gear use to be 

implemented, to  avoid unnecessary maintenance and accidents. The H&S Plan undergoes 

regular review. 

The large New Holland tractor has been earmarked for replacement along with, subject to 

approval from the ESNZ Risk and Audit Committee, the gator as its maintenance costs rise.   

A new bat wing mower was purchased from the UK for cross country and training ground 

use. This is expected to reduce rock damage to other mowers as well as help mow the large 

areas more quickly and reduce fire danger.  

A new caravan for dressage musicals was also purchased by the NEC and dressage.  

Facility Development 

Next on the strategic plan is spending a great deal on an unforeseen problem –sewerage 

system consultants have been hired to design a system that will handle the number of people 

using the facility.  

The wash bay run off is another aspect to this redesign as shampoo and effluent leaching 

issues are a potential problem with Ecan in the future.  Once this is sorted, toilet and shower 

upgrades will commence.  
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Yard maintenance and stable cleaning are also in process. Contractors have been approached 

to clean gutters.  

“Onside” is a step closer and this is expected to improve health and safety and provide 

notifications of hazards that are current. It will also be linked to the main gate opening so it 

will be possible to track who enters the facility which is important for both H&S and in 

preventing “free” use by riders . 

Governance & Structure 

A key discussion point during the year was the NEC restructure proposed by ESNZ.  While 

the need for clearer financial oversight and compliance with the new Incorporated Societies 

Act was acknowledged, committee members expressed disappointment over the 

communication process. Consensus was reached on the need for transparency, local 

engagement, and a collaborative strategy moving forward as well as recognising that 

Christchurch relies successfully on a large number of volunteers. As a result of this process,  

some projects have been stalled.   

Community & Financials 

Currently we are $76000 ahead of budget for the current year, and with mower assets paid 

off, finances remain sound. Funding applications and sponsorships are ongoing. Bookings are 

steady, and usage fees have been reviewed . 

Looking Ahead 

Priorities for the coming months include finalizing SOPs, completing surface repairs, 

planning for septic upgrades, and maintaining momentum on infrastructure improvements.  

 

Gus Taylor 

ESNZ Jumping Rep, NEC Christchurch 

June 2025 
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Riders Rep Report June 25  

Sarah Forman 

  

For the past two years I have had the privilege of representing the riders on the Jumping 

Board, the Show Hunter Exec and the Technical Committee. I feel the challenge has been 

extremely rewarding and one that I am grateful to have been given 

A highlight of my time for me has been meeting and working alongside a lot of amazing, 

hardworking people who dedicate so much of their time and energy to our sport. We have a 

great group of people that give so much of their time and knowledge to our sport. our 

Board, technical committee, officials and organising committees give so much time so we get 

to do what we love.  

 

I am sorry I didn’t manage to run riders meetings this season, between me and my horses I 

haven’t competed since November but I hope that everyone has still felt I was accessible 

and helpful when they needed it. Becky Pinfold has done a wonderful job again this year 

running meetings in the South Island.  

As riders rep I was involved in running the North Island Young Rider Camp with Paxton 

Kirkbride and June Berrington in October.  We were extremely lucky to have Merrian Hain 

and Leaderbrand looking after us in the kitchen, and the riders really enjoyed coaching from 

Maurice Beatson, Tors Rattray, Brooke Edgecombe and Sally Dyer as well as their off horse 

session with Oliver Edgecombe.  

We were grateful to have support and rider seminars from Dynavyte and long standing 

sponsors Dunstan HorseFeeds. 

A huge thank you all the riders and Area Reps who helped to transport and erect the series 

flags at shows this season; they are a great tool for giving our series sponsors brand 

recognition at the events. It is a big job and I really appreciate everyone who stepped in to 

help. 

As per previous years an online survey that was open to all jumping riders determines how I 

vote today as riders rep. 

I now pass you on to the very capable incoming rep, Sally Steiner and I look forward to the 

next term and hope to continue to be a voice of riders on the board.  
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Show Hunter Chair AGM Report 2025 

 

I am pleased to present my first report as chair of Show Hunter after taking on the role 
after the AGM last year. 

Although I have been on the Executive for a couple of years, taking on the role of the 
Chair and consequentially a seat on the Jumping Board, has been quite a learning curve 
for me this year, but one that I am enjoying. 

I have been very fortunate to have had wonderful support from the Executive members, 
Penny Tapley and the Jumping Board, and Marilyn Thompson who is always available to 
advise and guide me. 

The Show Hunter Executive is fortunate to be made up of a group of ladies with the 
knowledge, enthusiasm and passion to positively lead Show Hunter in New Zealand, 
and we have had a full and busy year.   

We have reinstated monthly zoom meetings, with executive members holding specific 
portfolios, ensuring that we keep abreast of matters in a timely manner and keep 
connected. 

We have completed the transition of the Judges Advisors to the Show Hunter Technical 
Committee, now operating under a Terms of Reference to bring them into line with how 
the Jumping Technical Committee operates.   I thank the Technical Committee for 
helping make this change, and for their work overseeing the rules of our sport. 

We have continued to work hard at communicating with our delegates and now provide 
them with regular newsletters and have held two delegates zoom meetings during the 
year. 

Communication with our riders has also been worked on with regular Hunter Highlights 
published on our Facebook page, highlighting tips and hints to hopefully help improve 
their show hunter experience. Our popular Show Hunter booklet is being revamped for a 
reprint. 

We have worked on providing our Show Hunter riders with specific Show Hunter media 
reports each week on our Facebook page, thanks to the hard work of Claire Muirhead, 
Rebecca Wylie and Maria Collins and this will continue this coming season. 

This year we followed jumping and held a Town Hall Meeting to discuss the remits prior 
to the AGM and this proved successful. 

Having a dedicated Show Hunter riders Rep is another initiative we are working on and 
as a trial, we plan to co-opt on a Show Hunter Rider to the Executive for this year, with 
the intention to have this formalized into the by-laws to be run the same as the Jumping 
Riders Rep with the rep chosen by the riders going forward. 
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The NZ National Jumping Championships provided another great show with four days of 
show hunter competition, and some lovely combinations were crowned the Title 
winners on Finals day.  

While I was unable to attend the Defender Horse of the Year show this year due to 
family commitments, by all accounts June Berrington and her team put together 
another super show and again some very worthy combinations came away with HOY 
titles.   

My thanks to the executive members who put on a superb Series Final celebration on 
Wednesday at DHOY – all reports have indicated this was enjoyed by riders and 
families, sponsors and invited guests.  It is a wonderful opportunity to thank our 
sponsors and to celebrate their involvement, and the success of our series winners and 
placegetters. 

It was very exciting to have a Show Hunter rider awarded the Lowry Medallion and 
congratulations go to Georgia Allison on this achievement.   

This past season, I have been lucky enough to have judged at a number of shows 
around New Zealand last season, from Taupo in the north to Gore in the south.  

Being on my own area committee and also on the NZ Nationals committee, I am well 
aware of the hard work that goes on behind the scenes and I pass on my thanks to the 
multitude of hardworking volunteers on often very small show committees, putting on 
shows for our riders to compete in, often with little thanks!   

I also thank our amazing officials, judges, course designers and stewards who are 
essential to the running of our shows, and who turn up week after week all through the 
season. 

The dedication and passion of our area committees and officials is something to be 
treasured and I encourage you as rider to acknowledge their contributions, treat them 
with respect, help where you can and make an effort to thank them at shows. 

The same can be said for our National Series Sponsors – they need to be celebrated and 
thanked for their involvement with our sport.  Show Hunter riders are actually on the 
whole pretty good at thanking our sponsors, so a huge thank you to everyone that does 
take the time to thank them, and I encourage all riders to do this.  Sponsors measure 
their investment in our sport by the thanks they receive and their sales, so I also 
encourage you all to support our sponsors when you can by purchasing their products 
and services. 

We welcome a new Show Hunter Executive member this year with Denise Mitchell 
joining us, who I am sure will be an asset to our Executive. 

On behalf of the Executive, I wish you all the very best for the new season. 
 

Lisa Clark 
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ESNZ Jumping AGM 2025. 

Steward General Report. 

 

 

Another season finished, another year flown by. 

 

Each season the calender seems to get bigger and longer. 

It’s packed with shows each weekend in various parts of the country. A sign of growth and demand I 

guess. 

 

The use of Stewards at shows is essential and I believe their use is making a positive impact for all 

concerned 

They are needed at your shows, this is the last thing that should be cut back on and if anything 

should be increased. One person cannot monitor three rings. 

 

Everyone has to be made aware of our social licence and the fact everyone has a camera on their 

phone. 

The image the public see is so important going forward. 

 

However, a worrying trend this season has been the increase and intensity of abuse towards officials 

making it uncomfortable at times, to do our job. 

Can I ask areas to please do their best to help members to understand the various roles officials play 

and what they are responsible for. Also what the complaint process is, should that be needed. 

Remember, we are all working towards the same goal, running a successful, enjoyable and fair 

event for all involved. 

There is no room for abusive behaviour towards the horse’s or humans, please. 

 

The national education pathway for officials is proving effective, with a number upgraded to their 

next level and a few new ones signed up. This is positive but more officials are always needed so 

please areas be diligent in trying to recruit more. 

 

We currently have 12 FEI Stewards,  2 at L3, 1 at L2 and 9 at L1. 

To put this into perspective a L3 steward is the only one able to be a Chief Steward at World Cup 

Shows. 

Of these we hope to have 6/7 stewards accepted to do an up-grade course from L1 to L2. They will 

be travelling to Sydney in August for a 3 day course. Any upgrade is a step closer and important 

going forward as it will be three years before they can attempt L3 up-grade. 

The rest of the FEI Stewards need to do a maintenance course in order to remain current with their 

qualifications. 

This year in September it can be done online over two days making it easier for us all to get it done 

without leaving NZ! 

 

The Steward’s Manual is getting a revamp and made current with updated rule changes. It will be 

available after the AGM once reprinted. 

 

I’d like to thank all the hard working Stewards and Officials for the hours put in this season. And 

remind you all that without Officials there will be no shows. 

 

Thank you. 

Judy Bowen 
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ESNZ High Performance Jumping Annual Report 2024-2025 
 
Campaigns 
Gaining the Olympic MER and being available for selection to the individual quota spot available to NZ 
was a key focus for a select few long listed athletes within the Jumping programme.  
 
Two benchmarking days were held in June 2024 at Takapoto Estate for NZ based long listed athlete 
Sophie Scott, to provide the opportunity for Sophie to show current form and to be tested over courses 
of an international standard at a time when there was no competition in NZ. 
 
A selected team of European based athletes attended the CSIO4* nations cup in Sopot in June 2024 
which provided top level competition for the individuals and as a team, along with two MER 
opportunities for those still seeking them before the deadline. 
 
Ultimately there was no jumping combination put forward to the Olympic selection committee to 
represent NZ in Paris, and so attention then turned to resetting for the next four year cycle, reviewing 
the programme strategy and starting the campaign planning for the 2026 FEI World Championships. The 
goal of having a NZ Jumping Team at the LA2028 Olympic Games was established with the first target 
being the 2026 FEI World Championships in Aachen.    
 
The group of campaign athletes who have sights set on the 2026 FEI World Championships has been 
identified, all with their own individual campaign plan which is driven by their current horsepower, 
experience and geographic location.  
 
Pathway 
The Jumping programme in NZ has continued to evolve over the past 12 months with more emphasis on 
individual training, largely due to the strong pool of athletes, their geographic spread and the busy show 
calendar, which can make group based training less practical during the season. 
 
Australian coach, James Paterson-Robinson, visited NZ for three training camps in Spring 2024, and 
due to the busy show calendar, did not return in the early part of 2025.  
 
In August 2024 the annual Off Horse Camp was held in Cambridge with all discipline squad athletes 
coming together for two days.  The main theme of this camp was campaign planning, and it also 
included team building and information sessions from HPSNZ providers on Psychology, nutrition, 
strength and conditioning and athlete life.  
 
The application and assessment process for new Talent ID squad members has been embedded across 
the disciplines and the combined assessment days that were held in March and April also included an 
introduction to the HP pathway and system for attending applicants and their parents/supporters which 
were well received. The assessment days allow potential new squad members to be assessed against 
the values based criteria, to meet the hp team and learn more about the programme. This is in addition 
to them being observed over the course of the Autumn season by the selection panel.  
 
New athletes joining the programme will be selected as part of the June selection review, which at the 
time of writing this report is just being completed. 
 
High performance supported ESNZ jumping through the selection of two young rider teams that 
competed on borrowed horses in Australia in August 2024 and New Zealand in January 2025 where both 
teams were victorious. Selection was also completed for a senior trans tasman team that competed 
competitively in Australia in September 2024.  
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New Selection Process 
Following the end of the cycle debrief it became apparent that the demands placed on our volunteer 
selectors were too great. Given we have the expertise in place in the HP Team it would be more efficient 
to use the skills and work already being done to inform the selection team, relieving the workload on the 
volunteer selectors and streamlining the process.  Under the new selection model, selectors are asked 
to bring their current skills and knowledge to the table to ensure the right selections are being made for 
both squad and team against the criteria. A new Selection Panel has been established, and at the time 
of writing this report the panel has undergone its first selections and the process worked very well. 
 
Summary 
The long-term focus for the program is the LA2028 Olympic Games and to work toward NZ being 
represented by a Jumping team, this will require us to keep building our campaign combinations, so 
they are ready to achieve a team qualification in 2027. We will also keep building on athlete depth for 
future championship representation. 
 
In May Oliver Edgecombe resigned from the role of HP Jumping Manager.  Oliver has been in this role 
since August 2021 and played a big part in establishing the new HP Jumping Pathway. We thank Oliver 
for his time and contribution and wish him well for his future in the sport as an athlete.  At the time of 
writing this report  the process of recruiting a new HP Jumping Manager is underway. 
 
 
ESNZ High Performance Team  
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