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64th Annual Dressage NZ AGM & Conference  

Saturday 31st July 2021 
Hotel James Cook Grand Chancellor – Wellington  

 
 

 

 

 
 1. WELCOME / ROLL CALL / APOLOGIES 
 

Scott McKenna |Chair                    
Scott McKenna welcomed all attendees to the AGM, outlined the plan for the day and introduced Julian 
Bowden (ESNZ Chair) to the room.  
 
Julian acknowledged the volunteer work that everyone involved with Dressage NZ contributes.  He gave an 
overview of views and vision for ESNZ going forward. He is mindful of the importance of supporting 
grassroots and growing the sport from the bottom up, as well as the importance of funding at high 
performance level. His reminded everyone his phone is always on and he is very keen to keep the lines of 
communication open with all members, encouraging riders to call or email him with ideas; he is always up for 
a robust discussion.   
 
Present:  Dressage NZ Board:  
Scott McKenna, Sarah Hazlewood, Sue Hobson, Andra Mobberley, Christine Weal,   
 

ESNZ:   Julian  Bowden (ESNZ CEO), Lynda Clark (ESNZ Chair), Warwick Allan (ESNZ Operations Manager  
              

In attendance:   
Wendy Hamerton (Sport Manager/Secretary) | Jos Gresham (Calendar /Series Points)   
Amanda Condon (Partnerships Facilitator & Minute Secretary)  

  

MINUTES

ENDA 
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Apologies:  
Jennifer Miller (ESNZ Patron), Alicia Cameron (Board) Peri Scrivenor (Ashburton), Mary Craine (Southern 
Hawke’s Bay), Wendy Jeffery (Wairarapa) Anna Gale (SI Riders Rep), Mel van de Pol (Canterbury), Christine 
Latch (Waitemata), Cherie Pearson (Canterbury), Cassie Freeman (Guest – Auckland), Mura Love (Judges sub-
committee), Renai Hart  
That the apologies be accepted  

 Moved:    Linda Huitson                                    Seconded: Leonie Coker                                             CARRIED   

 
 

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES of the 2020 AGM  
That the minutes of the 63rd Annual  Dressage Conference, held on Sunday 19th July 2020 by Zoom, 
having  been circulated, be confirmed as a true and correct record  

 

           Moved:    Judith Cunningham                      Seconded:  Betty Brown                                             CARRIED   
          

          Matters Arising:  
Betty Brown – asked for an update on the remit on increase on grading points.  The SM  
confirmed this has been flagged with ESNZ and the Entry Management systems to be 
implemented by 1 August 2021.   

   

  

   Voting Delegates Registered    Members / Observers Registered  

1  Bernice Frost  Taihape 28  Alyssa Harrison Auckland 

2  Betty Brown Auckland-Manukau 29  Amanda Condon DNZ Partnership Facilitator 

3  Diane Wallace Marlborough 30  Andrea Raves  Wellington  

4  Genevieve Quin Northern Hawke’s Bay 31  Gill Chambers  Nth Hawke’s Bay 

5  Heather Hilder Waitemata 32  Helen Hughes-Keen Wellington  

6  Ian Childs Wairarapa 33  Jenny Pearce Taihape 

7  Jody Hartstone  NI Riders Rep 34  Jo Jackson  Bay of Plenty  

8  Laura Hayes Otago 35  Jos Gresham  DNZ Series Points/Calendar 

9  Leonie Coker  Bay of Plenty 36  Judith Cunningham  Judges SC 

10  Linda Huitson Taranaki 37  Karen Shields Auckland  

11  Lois Andrewes  Northland  38  Lesley Jacobsen Wellington 

12  Margs Carline Waikato 39  Linda Warren-Davey  Canterbury 

13  Rachel McCallum  Steward General 40  Lucarne Dolley Waikato  

14  Rebecca McKee Southland 41  Marcia Bayley Waikato 

15  Robin Friend Wellington 42  Piper Crake Waitemata 

16  Sally Goldsmith  Canterbury 43  Rebecca Mobberley   Wairarapa 

17  Stuart Bishell  Sth Cant/Nth Otago 44  Vicki Gibbs Waikato  

18  Sue Harris Gisborne 45  Zoie Gray  Waikato  

19  Susan Tomlin Central Districts 46  John Lawson Evo Events 

20  Suzanne Inglis Nelson     

21  Tania Simmons  Southern Hawke’s Bay     

22  Stuart Bishell For Ashburton     

23  Scott McKenna Board     

24  Sarah Hazlewood Board     

25  Sue Hobson Board     

26  Andra Mobberley Board     

27  Christine Weal  Board     
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3. COMMITTEE  2021/22 
 

    Area Delegates & Riders Representatives: 
 The following have been submitted by ESNZ Dressage Area Groups & NICH Riders Meeting /online vote   

    (SI) for confirmation by the Conference.   
 

  (N) = New delegate  
 

Substitutes at the meeting:  
         Leonie Coker for Peter Jenkins (BOP)                                Ian Childs for Wendy Jeffery (Wairarapa) 
         Tania Simmons for Mary Craine (SHB)  Stuart Bishell for Peri Scrivenor (Ashburton) 
                    
         That the Area Delegates and Island Riders reps be confirmed   
         Moved:    Gen Quin                     Seconded:   Bernice Frost                                                                          CARRIED   
 

  
Appointment of Scrutineers:      

         That Jos Gresham and Helen Hughes-Keen be appointed scrutineers 
         Moved:  Scott McKenna             Seconded: Andrea Raves                                                                           CARRIED   
   
          
 

 

  

Northland Lois Andrewes Wellington Robin Friend (N) 
Waitemata Heather Hilder  Wairarapa Wendy Jeffery 
Auckland Betty Brown Nelson Suzanne Inglis 
Waikato Margs Carline  Marlborough Diane Wallace  
Bay of Plenty Leonie Coker (N)   Canterbury Sally Goldsmith (N) 
Gisborne Sue Harris   Ashburton Peri  Scrivenor  
Nth Hawke’s Bay Genevieve Quin Sth Cant/Nth Otago Stuart Bishell (N) 
Sth Hawke’s Bay Mary Craine (N) Otago Laura Hayes 
Taihape Bernice Frost Southland Rebecca McKee  
Central Districts Susan Tomlin  Nth Is Rider Rep Jody Hartstone   
Taranaki Linda Huitson  Sth Is Rider Rep Anna Gale    
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4. BOARD 2020/2021  
    

The Board members and tenure for the previous year were noted  
Chairman (Until 2022)                 Scott McKenna  (elected June 2019) 

Technical (Until 2022)        Andra Mobberley  (appointed June 2019) 

Judges Officer (Until 2021)   Sue Hobson  (elected June 2018)  
Finance Officer (Until 2021)     Sarah Hazlewood  (appointed July 2018) 
Marketing (Until 2023)      Alicia Cameron           (appointed June 2020) 

Performance & Development (Until 2023)  Christine Weal              (elected July 2020) 

 
 
 
 
 

4.1   APPOINTMENTS & COMMITTEES    

 
Dressage NZ Finance Officer 2021 -24 (Board member):  Sarah Hazlewood  
 

Dressage Steward General: Rachel McCallum    
Judges Sub-Committee: As per the JSC Terms of Reference  –Noted that depending on the result of the election 
for the JO, a vacancy may become available on the JSC. If this is the case there will be consultation with the 
newly elected NJO.   
  
Performance & Development Committee  
(Christine Weal until 2022), Margs Carline (Chair of Selectors), Kellie Hamlett (Riders Rep Until 2021) Bill Noble 
(Coach rep until 2021), Justine Kidd (currently co-opted – no set tenure)  
 
Expressions of Interest for the Riders Reb and Coach rep positions will be advertised after the AGM   
 
NI & SI ESNZ Equestrian Centre Representatives:  
Taupo NEC Dressage NZ Rep – Jon Williamson; South Island NEC Dressage NZ - TBC 
 
 (*ESNZ AGA Dressage Delegates: To be appointed by new Board following Dressage AGM  
Island Pony & Young Rider Development Convenors    (NI) Cathy Vennell  (SI) Lynda Dann   
Patron: TBC – please approach the board if you have any ideas for a new appointment 
 
 
 
 

5.  CORRESPONDENCE      
                                 

There was no correspondence.  
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6. ANNUAL REPORTS  
 Full reports are available online in the agenda  
https://www.nzequestrian.org.nz/2021/07/dressage-conference-agenda-updated-july/ 

 
6.1: DRESSAGE NZ CHAIR                                                                                                Scott McKenna  

 

The Chair welcomed everyone  to the AGM, looking forward to what the future of this sport holds and sharing 
the  journey.  He acknowledged the many sub-committee members, area group committee members, 
organising committee’s, officials and volunteers who work selflessly for untold hours ensuring  we have a sport 
to participate in.  He acknowledged with thanks the generous sponsors and funders without whom this sport 
would become too expensive for many, and the myriad of stakeholders who contribute to our sport and 
community and last but not least, our members and competitors. 
 
The Chair thanked the  Sport Manager noting each year throws up a new crisis or challenge to be managed, but 
we  . seem to  come out the other side better for the tribulation.  she has been to this sport for many years, but 
especially so the last few years.    
 
That the Chair report be accepted  
Moved:  Scott McKenna                   Seconded: Margs Carline                                                                                  
CARRIED                                    
 
 6.2: DRESSAGE NZ SPORT MANAGER                                                                  Wendy Hamerton 

 
In presenting her report, the Sport Manager acknowledged the Chair and Board and volunteer contribution and time 
to Dressage NZ. A special thank you was attributed to Sue Hobson, retiring Board member after more than two decades 
of governance and administration dedication.   
Achievements against three-year plan noted as generally positive and  5.2% increase in annual registrations compared 
with the prior year despite the Covid disruptions. Sponsorship levels were maintained  
Amanda Condon the new Partnership Facilitator was formally welcomed and Celine Filbee thanked for stepping up to 
the Event Manager role  for the rescheduled National Championships in November  
  
That the Sport Manager report be accepted  
Moved: Wendy Hamerton                                Seconded: Vicki Gibbs                                                                                CARRIED 
 
 
6:3  FINANCE OFFICER                                                                                           Sarah Hazlewood                                                                                                         
 

 
Dressage NZ Financial Report for the year ended 30 May 2021 (Refer page 21) 

 
The FO noted a detailed 2021-year end report and draft budget for 21/22 was included in the agenda. agenda. The 
financial report is still to be audited.  Unbudgeted expenditure during the year included a 20k grant to the South Island 
National Equestrian Centre to contribute to the irrigation upgrade and a 10k grant to ESNZ for the database upgrade.  
 
The healthy surplus was due to cutbacks implemented during the start of the COVID lockdown, noting these savings 
have been carried through to this year and a discussion to be held at the committee meeting how members would like 
this invested back into the sport.  
 

That the 2020/21 Finance report and Budget (Item 7) be accepted  
Moved: Sarah Hazelwood            Seconded:   Linda Warren-Davey                                                             CARRIED  
  

https://www.nzequestrian.org.nz/2021/07/dressage-conference-agenda-updated-july/
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6:4 TECHNICAL OFFICER                                                                                       Andra Mobberley   
 
Andra Mobberley gave an overview of the new initiative regarding the rules.  The outcome goal is to have a handbook 
allowing a new person entering the sport can easily follow the guidelines.  An open invite was extended to all members 
to contribute ideas to the subcommittee.  There will be a consultation process to get feedback from members before 
decisions are made on the direction of the review. 
 

That the Technical report be accepted  
Moved:  Andra Mobberley                        Seconded:  Betty Brown                                                                  CARRIED 

 

 

 6:5 NATIONAL JUDGES OFFICER                                                                                 Sue Hobson  
 

Sue Hobson noted Covid has prevented NZL FEI judge activity. The FEI have been very accommodating, not 
strictly enforced our annual requirements to maintain our accreditation and therefore we have done the same 
for our national judges.  Sue thanked the Judges subcommittee of Mura Love and Judith Cunningham and co-
opted Michelle Paterson & Lesley Jacobsen. Without such a strong team t would be difficult to achieve so 
much.  New  
system for collating all judges’ assignments has been implemented.  Sue also paid tribute to the Area JO’s who 
make the system work and s make it possible to maintain a high level of communication between all the judges.     
 
The meeting room gave Sue a round of applause in acknowledgement of her work as the National Judges 
Officer.   
 
That the Judges Officer report be accepted   
Moved:  Sue Hobson                                  Seconded:  Leonie Coker     CARRIED 
  
 

 
 

6.6 PERFORMANCE & DEVELOPMENT OFFICER                                                      Christine Weal  
  

 
Christine presented a comprehensive .ppt about  the squads structure which is team based around riders and 
support crew.  A copy of this to be distributed with the minutes. While the Performance and Development 
committee has a significant scope looking after many parts of dressage development from grass roots riders 
through young riders and developing performance riders to established senior and professional riders targeting 
Olympic and WEG events. most of the work is seen as being the ‘squads’ and this year has seen a committed 
group of squad riders connecting in various forums to grow their skills and knowledge. One of the challenges 
the Performance and Development committee is grappling with is how to support our High Performance Riders 
alongside our National Squads and how to make sure the connection of these two joined up but separate 
programmes can be achieved to really leverage the value and the opportunities for both groups in the best 
interests of our sports future. 
This year saw the introduction of a Sports Administrator for the Performance Committee to help with 
administration, logistics and communication. Christine thanked Sarita Kennedy who was appointed to this role 
and co-opted member Justine  
riders within their circle.  Our squad programme is trying to develop in a way that recognises and supports the 
team effort required to produce winning performances. 
 
Sue Hobson acknowledged Christine’s work in producing a very comprehensive report. 
 
That the Performance Chair report be accepted  
Moved: Christine Weal                                Seconded:  Linda Warren-Davey                                                     CARRIED 
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6.6.1 ESNZ HIGH PERFORMANCE  

 

Warrick Allan (ESNZ HP Operations Manager) submitted an apology for Jock Paget (ESNZ HP Manager) 
as he is currently with the team at the Tokyo Olympics.   

Warrick noted the difficulty for NZL dressage combinations to qualify and meet the performance 
requirement set by the NZOC for Tokyo OG. That the focus  is now on getting a team together for the World 
Equestrian Games in Denmark 2022  The goal is set high with a top eight team finish and hopefully a team 
qualifier for Paris Olympics in 2024 
A review of the selection criteria for the High Performance (HP) and High-Performance Futures (HPF) squads 
has seen an adjustment.  The scores for HP squad selection have been lifted.  The rationale for these changes 
to HP is to align with the performance requirement to be nominated for Olympic selection to the New Zealand 
Olympic Committee.  

ESNZ HP acknowledged and thanked the Dressage community, being . impressed with the passion and 
commitment shown and how pro- active everybody is in trying to improve this sport.  
 
During report discussions re  World Equestrian Games in Denmark 2022 it was noted riders may need to 
consider competing  offshore to qualify as the options to run CDI competitions in New Zealand due to the 
restrictions of COVID.  
John Lawson (Evo Events) asked if ESNZ HP were in discussions with Australia to create a trans-Tasman 
competition. The Sport manager noted current Trans-Tasman agreement needs to be reviewed, especially 
around financial liability of the host country . 
 
 
 
 
6:7 MARKETING                                                                                                          Alicia Cameron 

 
The Sport Manager presented the Marketing report on behalf of Alicia who was unable to attend .  
 
A new promotional video was shown to the room. Video link here Using the beautiful Takapoto Estate as the 
backdrop, various riders and officials shared with us just what makes Dressage so special, and what they love 
about the sport.  This video will be used to promote our sport to attract new riders, supporters, volunteers, and 
sponsors while highlighting the amazing people we already have involved in the sport.  
 
There are potentially a couple of promotional opportunities coming up including the possibly of a WEG 
fundraiser in collaboration with FV Jewellery.   The first Dressage by the Lake at Takapoto was a fantastic 
marketing tool for the sport, this also highlights that we have to keep looking at ways to keep attracting new 
people to the sport.  
                                
Alicia noted a highlight for her first year was the Dressage Change the Rein Facebook  campaign. Our series of 
five posts over five days had a reach of 10,449 and received close to 2,500 engagements, which demonstrated  
how engaged our members were.  
 
That the Marketing report be accepted  
Moved: Wendy Hamerton (on behalf of Alicia Cameron)   Seconded: Andrea Raves                                CARRIED  
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6:8 SELECTORS REPORT                                                                             Margs Carline  (CHAIR) 
 

 
The Chair of Selectors noted there had been some encouraging development of combinations at all levels. For 
those riders people named in squads and young riders wanting to develop their dressage riding skills and 
knowledge there has been some active training and development opportunities. In the future the parameters 
around selection may have to be tightened to ensure the best use can be made of the limited resources.  
 
The selectors team farewelled Jan Mitchell who had given many hours to working on behalf of South Island 
riders but welcomed Barbara Chalmers.  . 
 
That the Chair of Selectors report be accepted  
Moved: Margs Carline                                                       Seconded: Vicki Gibbs                                                             CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
6:9 DRESSAGE STEWARD GENERAL REPORT                                                       Rachel McCallum 

 
Rachel’s report noted that Steward Training has again been limited due to situations out of our control.  
We have six new Stewards who have joined the list as Trainee Stewards and another six who have been 
promoted to National Steward level.  FEI Stewards had to sit their annual CES Exams.  In-Person FEI clinics had 
been put on hold worldwide.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank our recently ‘retired’ FEI Stewards, 
Robin Savage and Murray and Karen Anderson for all their support and knowledge at our FEI events.  I am 
extremely grateful for all your help and personal support you have given me and pleased you are still part of 
the team. 
 
That the  Steward General report be accepted  
Moved:  Rachel McCallum                                          Seconded: Linda Huitson                                               CARRIED            
 
 
 
 
  6:10 PARTNERSHIP FACILITATOR REPORT                                                       Amanda Condon 
 

 
Amanda outlined the events and activities she had been involved with since her appointment to the role in 
December 
She noted how important personal sponsor acknowledgement by riders is  
 
the Dressage community and their level of gratitude shown at the events his company supports.  Good work!    
 
Questions/Comments: 
The Sport Manager noted that rider Facebook tags might not be seen by the sponsors  
It was suggested to have a reminder added to rider’s notes including bullet points of ideas of how riders can 
express their thanks to sponsor;  Gen Quin, Sponsor of the Masters Top Ten League noted she had received lots 
of thanks throughout the season from riders.  
Jody Hartstone advised a note regarding thanking sponsors will be added to the Riders Rep page.   
Noted also through EE the event secretary can send an email to the riders with all sponsors contacts post-event 
so they can directly thank sponsors. 
 
That the Partnership Facilitator report be accepted  
Moved:  Amanda Condon                                     Seconded:  Judith Cunningham                                          CARRIED 
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6.11 South Island Rider Representative Report                                          Anna Gale (Committee) 
 

 
That the SI Rider report be accepted as read  
 
Moved:  Scott McKenna                             Seconded:  Jody Hartstone                                                                CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
6:12 North Island Rider Representative                                               Jody Hartstone (Committee)                                           
 

  
Jody Hartstone noted  number of rules that had been discussed at NI Riders meeting in her report.  
Noted a very productive North Island Rider’s meeting was held late February at the North Island Champs at 
Taupo – this time with 30 or so riders in attendance. 
 
That the NI Rider report be accepted  
Moved: Jody Hartstone                                                          Seconded:  Gen Quin                                                CARRIED 
 
 
 
6:13 Taupo Equestrian Centre DNZ Representative Report                                   Jon Williamson 

 

Scott McKenna on behalf of Jon Williamson that the report be taken as read.   
 
That the NI NEC representative report be accepted  
Moved:  Scott McKenna                     Seconded:  Gill Chambers                                    CARRIED 
 

 
 
 

6:14 McLeans Island Equestrian Centre DNZ Representative Report                            Soo Wells 
 

Scott McKenna moved on behalf of Soo Wells that the report be taken as read.   
Scott expressed a huge thanks to Soo for her work, as she has stepped down this year owing to a move back to 
Nelson    

 
 
That the SI NEC Representative report be accepted  
Moved:  Scott McKenna                       Seconded: Stuart Bishell                                  CARRIED 
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8.   ELECTIONS:  

 
Each nominee was given three minutes to present their credentials.  
Election of officers was by secret ballot and the vote count confidential.  
Only voting delegates as confirmed at the beginning of the meeting were eligible to vote. 
 

8.1 Judges Officer 
 
Nominee (1):  Judith Cunningham   
Nominee (2):  Linda Warren-Davey   

           Result: Judith Cunningham was duly elected as Judges Officer  
 

 8.2       Committee Representative to Appointment Panel 

 
Nominee (1):  Debra Cowen  

Nominee (2):  Renai Hart  
Result: Debra Cowen was duly elected as the committee representative on the Appointment  

 Panel   
 
 

9.  GENERAL BUSINESS                                         
             

9.1    Dressage Fees for 2021/22 
                           The Dressage Board resolved at a special budget meeting held on 10 May that no DR  
                           fees will be increased for the 2021/22 year  
                               

Annual Start: Preliminary $90.00  
Annual Start: Novice – Grand Prix $115.00  
Casual Starts: (ESNZ reg horses with no Annual start)  
$5 per test Prelim to Medium     $10 per test Adv medium and above  
 
TD Levies: $3.50 per start for TE & LE, $4.00 per start RE (Incl PL), National Events (payable by OC)   
TD Levies are payable by all competition events Graded & Non-Graded  
TD Levies revert to $4.00 for PL & Nat events for the coming season.  

 
Meeting moved to Chancellor 1 at 11.40 for 11.45 - 12.15 Combined Discipline Session followed by lunch. 
Julian Bowden, ESNZ CEO, and Lynda Clark, ESNZ President, addressed all ESNZ discipline attendees  
 
Dressage AGM Recommenced at 1pm  
 
John Lawson of Evo Events (previously Equestrian Entries) provided an update on what the Evo Events platform can 
offer,  and systems that are in place to help.  
 

• Generate an email to the place getters of the sponsors class – with the sponsors contact details 

• Can put sponsors logo on the class, with a hyerlink to their website – with page view stats post event 

• Can put dressage writers into the system and they print out  onto the  judges sheets  

• Sub-committees – have data drilled down to every judge, test, movement – allows to give huge data analysis 

• Clinic software – allows timetable groups, assign people to groups, assign coaches.  
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10. REMITS          

Remits from Dressage NZ Planning Meeting May 2021 

 

Remit 1 Re: DRESS |Colour of Breeches 
 
CURRENT RULE /ARTICLE NUMBER :  479.2  
Amendment  
White or light-coloured breeches/jodhpurs. The seat may be dark colour. 
RATIONALE: To make the colours of jodhpurs/breeches the same for all levels so riders to not have to 
change from one level horse to another.                                                                      
Proposed 
Jodhpurs | Breeches 
All Levels:  
White, off-white, light canary, banana, light grey or beige jodhpurs or breeches 
If “full seat” style breeches or jodhpurs are worn, dark colours black, brown or grey are allowed in the “full 
seat”         
 
Moved:  Betty Brown                                        Seconded: Stuart Bishell                                                    
For: 24  Against: 1                                                                                                                                                  Passed  

 
 

Remit 2 Re: DRESS |Wearing of Jackets in Hot Weather  
Note: Planning Forum delegates agreed in principle that the intention of the remit is that jackets are 
compulsory at RE & NCH but that riders should be able to exercise their own discretion to wear a jacket or 
not in high temperatures  
 
Art 479: Dress 
No change to jacket rule for TE & LE (All levels – graded and non-graded)  
Current rule: Riding Jackets are optional at Training & Local Events at all levels  
 
Regional & National Events  
Current rule: In the interest of health and safety during weather extremes at RE & NCH, the OC may give 
permission at their discretion, for athletes to compete without a jacket.  
 
Remit:  
Delete the above sentence and replace with the Dressage Australia rule 
Wearing a jacket is optional if the rider feels overheated 
 
Moved    Betty Brown                                         Seconded    Karen Shields 
For: 11  Against   16                                                                                                        Failed 
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Remit 3: Re Rider Representatives  
 
CURRENT RULE:  Dressage By Law 17 Revision April 2020 
Proposal to Amend Para 18 re Rider Representatives  
Note: If passed by Dressage NZ, the amended By-law must also be sanctioned by the ESNZ Board prior to 
implementation  
REMIT:  
18.  Rider Representatives 
a)  North and South Island Rider Representatives will be elected annually via an online system prior to the 
Dressage NZ AGM. 
b)  The two Rider Representatives will hold positions on the DNZ Committee (No change)  
c)  The Rider’s Representative will organise and Chair the riders meeting at their respective Island 
Championships (or other PL league show if there is no Island Championships) 
d) Any rider who is a current full or Junior member of the ESNZ may speak and vote at the Rider’s meeting 
e)  A parent / guardian may speak and vote on behalf of a rider under 18 years of age – they themselves do 
not need to be a financial member of the ESNZ 
Moved: Jody Hartstone                                   Seconded:   Gen Quin 
For: 26  Against: 0                         Passed  
 
 

 
 
Remit 4: Unauthorised / Outside Assistance  
 
CURRENT RULE/ARTICLE NUMBER :  Article 451.2.5   
Current rule:  
Any assistance to get a horse into the dressage arena or the area directly around the arena, including being 
led by another horse around the arena is considered outside assistance.  
REMIT:  
If necessary, a horse may be assisted in the area directly around the arena, but once the Judge’s bell has 
been sounded any further assistance will be considered unauthorised / outside assistance. 
Note:   
The meeting to consider if this assistance may only be by handler on foot, if a lead rope is permitted, if 
another horse may lead the horse having the problem … etc     
Organising committees have the discretion to disallow assistance around the arena before the bell has rung 
exempt for specific competitions/arenas but this must be stated [where? In the schedule? (eg  the main oval 
at HOY)   
Note: Where must this discretion/ exemption be stated? 
 
Discussion was held re the practicality of applying this rule    
 
Moved:   Jody Hartstone                                       Seconded  Linda Huitson 
For:   3 Against:        22 
                                                                                                                                                                           Failed 
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After discussion a second vote was held with the remit amended to: (changes shown in bold): 
 
If necessary, a horse may be assisted in the area directly around the arena by a single handler on foot who 
may not have physical contact with the horse or the equipment, but once the Judge’s bell has been 
sounded any further assistance will be considered unauthorised / outside assistance. 
 
Second vote: 
Moved: Jodie Hartstone                      Seconded: Stuart Bishell  
For: 23  Against: 3                                                                                                                        Passed Provisionally   
 
It was agreed following discussion re H & S matters to seek advice on this remit with regards to the Health & 
Safety matrix. 
 
Note to Minutes From Dressage Board Meeting 11 August 2021 
Art 451.2.5 Unauthorised / Outside Assistance                                                                    Deferred Decision – Not Passed  
If necessary, a horse may be assisted in the area directly around the arena by a single handler on foot who may not 
have physical contact with the horse or the equipment, but once the Judge’s bell has been sounded any further 
assistance will be considered unauthorised / outside assistance. 
This amendment was passed in principle at conference but implementation subject to advice/consultation re any H & S 
implications and risk analysis  
 
Following further discussion and consultation, the Dressage NZ Board meeting of 11th August 2021 resolved 
unanimously to refer this rule provisional change back for further review in the 2022 revisions to enable all other 
rules connected to this rule to be reviewed and aligned.  
 

 

Remit 5: Unauthorised / Outside Assistance  
Art 451.1  
Reference to examples of Outside Assistance  
Need to align Table of Penalties with Art 481  

• Penalty for Riding with Earphones    

ADD  and other communication devices  

• A Smart Watch may be worn but must not be used as a communication device  

Moved: Scott McKenna                                Seconded:  Sarah Hazelwood 
 

For:  26   Against: 0                                                                                                                                        Passed 
                                                                                                                                   
 

Remit 6: Re National Championships (NCH) Definition  
Remit 
That only classes (individual or a combination of qualifying classes) which result in the winner receiving an 
ESNZ National title are considered to be ESNZ National Dressage Championships.  
ESNZ recognised Dressage Titles and Trophies are listed is in the ESNZ General Regulations  
Explanation:  This does not preclude classes / championships being offered for restricted categories at 
events. Eg Amateur Championships at the NCH event  

 
Moved: Scott McKenna                                           Seconded: Sarah Hazelwood 
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For:  26   Against:  0                   Passed 
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Remit 7:  Re Downgraded Horses/Ponies 
Classification of Under 25 National Championships  & Downgraded Horses  
 
Art 463: Downgrading of Horses & Ponies  
Remit to Planning Meeting / Conference from NI Riders Meeting   
That downgraded horses and ponies should not be allowed to compete at u25 Nationals, HOY or NZ Nationals, within 
the first year of downgrading. The exception may be that they are allowed to compete in FEI Junior Tests restricted by 
the rider’s age. 
Note (i) 
The Chair recommended at the Planning Meeting that as the vote was very close with no clear mandate,  that this 
remit be forward to conference for further discussion  
Note (ii)  
That the exception proposed in the original remit is restricted to (FEI Junior Tests) 14–18-year-olds on horses and is 
possibly not the intent of the proposer. 
Note (iii) 
The Pony Championship at the U25CH and the Pony of the Year title are run as rider age group classes for pony riders, 
not pony grade classes, and therefore no grade restrictions apply albeit the Pony FEI tests used are approx Medium 
Level. For these titles therefore, the downgrade rule is not applicable  
All other pony classes are run under Grading Rules for Dressage and any applicable downgrade rule will apply  
Note (iv)   
In principle the meeting needs to confirm support for one of the following:   

a. Downgraded horses / ponies may not compete in any class at U25 National Championships, Open National 

Championships and Horse of the Year Show in the first year of being downgraded unless the downgrade has 

been revoked 

b. Downgraded horses / ponies may not compete in any class or combination of classes which contribute to an 

ESNZ title at U25 National Championships, Open National Championships and Horse of the Year Show in the 

first year of being downgraded unless the downgrade has been revoked.  

c.  Any further option proposed  

Moved:  Jody Hartstone       Seconded:  Ian Childs             Passed 

For: 24  Against: 2     

 

Discussion continued over what are the national titles, especially at Horse of the Year Show. To clarify this 

the Sport Manager read the detailed the National Titles from the ESNZ General Regs   

  

Amended Remit:  

A downgraded horse or pony may compete in any class or combination of classes which do not contribute to 

an ESNZ title at U25 National Championships, Open National Championships and Horse of the Year Show in 

the first year of being downgraded.  

 

Second vote:  For: 26  Against: 0                                                                                                             Passed 
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Remit 8: Art 440: Judges  
New Rule 
That judges are not permitted to judge more than 50 combinations in a day   
 
Moved:  Gen Quin                                            Seconded:   Gill Morley 
 
Sue Hobson noted there should be some flexibility on the number of 50.  Judges should be allowed to advise 
the OC if they have been allocated too many combinations. 
 
For: 21   Against:  4                                                                                                                                       Failed 
 
Discussion:  – there was no flexibility room on the number of combinations in the remit just passed. 
Eventing recommends 50 plus or minus 10% 
The Chair moved to revisit vote: 
For = being a hard and fast rule; 
Against = puts it as a recommendation for judges  
 
For: 2 Against:  24                       Passed 
 

Remit 9: Use of Voice  

1. Art 453 
Recommend adopt FEI principle  
ARTICLE 418 THE POSITION AND AIDS OF THE ATHLETE -SUB ARTICLE 4. The use of the voice or clicking the tongue 
repeatedly is a fault. See article 430 (6) – Penalties Subclause 6.2 – Using voice or clicking the tongue repeatedly 

Note: The FEI have clarified the intent of Art 418 as below  
The intention is “any use of the voice” (is not allowed even once); or clicking the tongue repeatedly, i.e repeatedly only refers to 
clicking the tongue, not to the use of the voice, which is completely not allowed. 

Remit:  
Repetitive use of voice or clicking of the tongue will result in a 2-point penalty per fault for each Judge, but 
they are not cumulative and will not result in Elimination (including Freestyle tests): 
 
Moved: Gill Morley                                     Seconded: Gen Quin 
 
For:  22  Against: 4  
                                                                                                                                                                         Passed 
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Remit 10: Fall of Horse and/or Rider  
Preamble:  
Action from Board Meeting 19 January 2021:  
Resolved to amend Art 451 to include actions to be taken outside the arena (both after presenting to the 
judge and at any other location on the venue). Noted Rider education and responsibility is important.  
Remit: 
Add 
 In case of a fall of an athlete and/or horse at any time in the competition arena, in the practice arena, or 
elsewhere within the grounds of the event, the athlete must be checked by the event's medical service (or 
by a medical doctor if the medical service is not available) before he/she may be permitted to take part in 
the round in progress or in the next round or competition at the event  
 
Moved:   Scott McKenna                   Seconded:  Karen Shields    
For: 26 Against: 0                                                                                                                                            Passed 

 
 

Remit 11: Use of Whips  
 

478.1: Delete “unless permitted in FEI Young Horse Classes” 
Rationale: Use of whips in YDH classes be included in any review of YDH classes being undertaken and 
included in the Rule Book as an Annexe considered to be only for the 21/22 year with a view to 
incorporating as rules at a later date. Current rule is confusing  

 
Moved:  Scott McKenna                  Seconded:    Sarah Hazelwood       
For: 26 Against:  0                                                                                                                                           Passed                                                                                                                                   

 
 
Remit 12: Art 460.13 Test of Choice  
Delete levels at which TOC competitions may be offered at LE & TE  
Art 460.13  Amend:  
Test of Choice (TOC)  competitions are permitted at Training and Local Events  
 
Moved: Scott McKenna                                             Seconded: Sarah Hazelwood  
For:  26 Against: 0                                                                                                                                            Passed 
 
Query – graded TOC:   
How are these results recorded in EE? John Lawson advised results are exported accurately.  Grading points 
will be allocated if the test is a graded class.    
 

Remit 13: Art 465 Prize Money  
 
Article 465 section 2 be amended to:  
2. Regional Events: Prize money is not compulsory at Regional Events. If prize money is to be awarded, the 
amount/s will be at the discretion of the Organizing Committee and must be published in the schedule.  
 
Moved:  Jenny Pearce                                             Seconded: Leonie Coker    
For: 26 Against: 0                          Passed 
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Item 11. 2021 Young Dressage Horse Competitions Review 
 
Linda Warren-Davey for Sub-Committee:  
Debbie Barke (Chair), Linda Warren-Davey, Judith Matthews, Jody Hartstone, Christine Weal  

 
Presenters:  Linda Warren-Davey and Jody Hartstone, with a PowerPoint presentation 

 

The concept of the proposal was outlined with the basic principles of YDH competitions being  to  
Nurture, Develop, Encourage, Educate and Promote 
Summary  
 

• to encourage as many riders as possible to enter young horse classes at Premier League Shows which will be 

run in a non- competitive format but will also serve as a qualifier for the Young Horse Finals. 
 

• This will allow riders to ride their young horses at a level that suits their stage of training and maturity, and still 

be able to benefit from the feedback given by qualified YDH judges. 
 

• There are two New DNZ tests for each of the 4-6yo age groups.  The Round 1 tests will be the tests used for 

qualifying at PL shows.  The Round 2 tests will be used only at the finals. 
 

• Qualifying Shows: 

PL League Shows are encouraged to run YDH Classes for 4, 5 and 6yo horses. These are to be judged by YDH 

qualified Judges.  Other shows that are wanting to offer these classes to provide training opportunities are also 

encouraged to do so. 
 

• These classes will be scored in the usual way however marks will not be made public, and placings will not be 

announced.  There will be no prizemoney for these classes but all horses receiving a qualifying score will 

receive a special qualifying rosette.  A lower entry fee is encouraged for these classes as there is no 

prizemoney.  Riders will receive their test sheets and feedback as per normal, but the emphasis is on the 

classes being educational, encouraging, and developmental.  A qualifying score of 65% will be needed to enter 

the finals. 
 

• Any horse aged 4-6 may enter the YDH classes on offer.  They may enter a test lower than their age but will be 

noted as H/C and the score will NOT be counted as a qualifying score for the finals. 

 
NZ Finals and South Island Finals: 
A final held in each island will be a celebration of NZ’s best young horses and their breeders. 

The South Island Finals will be held at the Festival of Future Stars and the NZ Finals will either be held at the NZ 

Nationals or at Takapoto or similar.  Both finals are to be held as late in the season as possible. 
 
 
Proof of age and breeding for horses entering the finals will be required by way of breed papers / passports.  Riders 

are encouraged to lodge their horse’s breed society papers with the ESNZ and ensure the “Validation tick” is shown 

on their horse’s information on the ESNZ database.  Riders are also encouraged to make sure the correct breed, sire 

and dam as well as the breeder is included in the ESNZ database for the horse 

 
Further discussion scheduled for Committee meeting   
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Item 12:   Amateur and Rider Classification Review 
Verbal Presentation by Jody Hartstone and Debra Cowen on behalf of the subcommittee  

 
Summary  
For the last 2 years (2020 & 2021) it has been raised at the North Island Riders meeting that the Amateur classification 
system has not been working as intended. This was raised again at the 2021 Planning meeting and agreed that a 
subcommittee be established to review the current system and explore the possibility of a new system that will better 
meet the needs of our riders especially those new to our sport and those moving up a level for the first time.  
 
The subcommittee was made up of the following members; 
Wendy Hamerton DNZ Sport Manager 
Jody Hartstone  North Island Riders Rep and GP Rider 
Debra Cowan  Event organiser and Rider  
Peter Jenkins  Event organiser and Rider 
Sarah Hazelwood DNZ Board member and Dressage Canterbury (Sth Is Rep) 
Sally Linton  Amateur Competitor and ex Chair of Eventing NZ 
Cherie Pearson  Amateur Competitor and Sth Is Rep 
Lucarne Dolley  Young Rider Riders Rep 
Jos Gresham  DNZ Points Coordinator 

 
Aim: To provide a classification system that encourages new riders to participate in the sport of dressage as well as 
providing a pathway encouraging existing riders to try a new level.  
 
As a result, we agreed that a rider who is regularly achieving over 70% and a new rider achieving 60% at that level and 
are both currently considered Amateur due to their current DNZ rider classification, should not be in the same peer 
group. We consider this situation is not achieving the agreed Aim or Outcome 1 above.  
 

Gold Silver Bronze 
The subcommittee felt that the British system needed amendment and simplification to better align with dressage 
competition in New Zealand.. They are; 
 

• The level that the rider has competed on any horse within a time period; and 

• The number of performances that as a combination (horse and rider) have achieved above a determined 
percentage at the level they wish to compete.  

• From this we developed the Section Classification Tables and Notes – these are attached.  
 
To determine the rider level and the percentage/number for the combination the subcommittee carefully reviewed 
several PL show results and determined the criteria of the Section Classification provide a reasonably equitable split 
across sections for the shows reviewed.  

 
The meeting was supportive of the proposal outlined with further discussion to be held at the committee meeting   
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 Item 13:  Youth Representation Proposal 

 
The Planning Forum 2021 approved in principle that the Dressage NZ support the introduction of Youth 
Representation at Dressage national level. 
The Young Rider Panel presented a .ppt which was well received by the meeting and the principles of youth advocacy 
agreed 

 
Why?  

o So many young riders have awesome ideas  

o To remove stigma  

o Create a safe space  

o To bridge the gap between youth and the DNZ committee & board  

 

Who?  
o Create a committee through a nomination system  

o Youth delegates from each area  

o One representative to sit on the DNZ committee or board  

 
What? 

o A platform and place for ideas to be discussed and put into action  

o The use of social media  

o Safety – Change the Rein   

 
How?  

o With DNZ’s help, backing, and input!  

o Communication is key 
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  4.00      Announcement of Dressage NZ Squads 2021 -22  
  Chair of Selectors – Margs Carline congratulated and confirmed the national squad members for 2021 / 22  
  
 

YOUTH SQUAD     

Morgan Beere Redwood Furst Affair Waikato  
Lucy Cochrane Gymanji Canterbury 
Reece  Downham-Smith  Georgia  MH Northland  
Reece  Downham-Smith  Ruby Tuesday T  Northland  
Rebecca Williamson Don Tobio Waitemata  
Madison Schollum Kinnordy Golda Waitemata  
Sachleen  Kaur HPH Levitate Auckland  

    

DEVELOPMENT 
SQUAD     

Debbie  Barke  RM Suzie Q Bay of Plenty  
Casey Burton Fanfare MH Northland  
Mandy Littlejohn Dolce Vita RB Central Districts  
Vaughn Cooper River Jim  Central Districts  
Kathryn  Corry Ganache MH  Waikato  
Baldeep  Dhillon GF Jay Jelle Fan E'SAN Central Districts  
Melissa  Galloway Windermere Integro  Marlborough 
Melissa  Galloway Windermere Zephora Marlborough 
Penny  Pearce Lord Alexis  Northern Hawke's Bay 
Diane  Wallace KP Denver Marlborough 
Otillie  Upshall Mistadobalina Bay of Plenty  

    

SMALL TOUR 
SQUAD     

Wendi Williamson Bon Jovi MH Waitemata  
Haydee Wells-Parmenter Fernando Auckland 
Diane  Wallace KP Dexter  Marlborough 

    

BIG TOUR 
SQUAD     

Chelsea Callaghan Sisters II Etta J Wellington  
Lucarne Dolley Ardmore Waikato  
Kieryn Walton Rosari Don Carlos Waikato  

Wendi Williamson Don Vito MH Waitemata  
Melissa Galloway Windermere J'Obie W Marlborough  
Gaylene Lennard Jax Johnson Waikato  
    
    

 

  4.30   Conference Concluded   
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DRAFT ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 31 May 2021 
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