
   
 

Upcoming Changes to Helmet Standards for ESNZ and NZPCA Riders 

1 December 2025 

Issued by: Equestrian Sports New Zealand (ESNZ) and New Zealand Pony Club Association (NZPCA). 

Subject: Strengthening Helmet Safety Standards – Effective 1 January 2027 

ESNZ and NZPCA are committed to the highest standards of rider safety and welfare. Following the 
Fédération Équestre Internationale (FEI)’s leadership on helmet safety, we are implementing 
important updates to our helmet tagging policy to ensure all riders are protected by equipment that 
meets contemporary safety benchmarks. 

What’s Changing? 

From 1 January 2027, ESNZ and NZPCA will begin phasing out helmet models that no longer meet our 
updated safety criteria. While the yellow helmet tags currently in use will remain unchanged, the 
range of helmets eligible for tagging will be revised as follows: 

• Helmets certified only* to ARB HS 2012 will no longer be accepted for new tagging. 
• Helmets certified only* to ASTM F1163 (2004a, 2013, or 2015) will no longer be accepted for 

new tagging. 
• Helmets certified only* to AS/NZ 3838 (2006) will no longer be accepted for new tagging. 
• Helmets certified only* to VG1 will no longer be accepted for new tagging. 

(*To meet the updated standards, the above must be in combination with one of the standards listed 
on the following page). 

To be eligible for tagging, helmets must meet at least one approved safety standard and be 
accompanied by quality testing from a recognised mark.  These standards can be found on the 
following page. 

Spot Checks Introduced 

To support compliance and rider safety, from 1 January 2027, ESNZ officials will be empowered to 
conduct spot checks on helmets at events. If a helmet appears non-compliant, riders may be asked or 
replace the helmet before competing. 

Why These Changes Matter 

These updates reflect our ongoing commitment to rider welfare and follow international best 
practices. By refining our helmet tagging criteria, we aim to: 

• Ensure all riders benefit from modern, rigorously tested protective equipment 
• Align with FEI’s evolving safety framework 
• Support consistent enforcement across disciplines and events 

 

 

 



   
 

Next Steps 

We encourage all riders, coaches, and Officials to begin reviewing helmet certifications now to ensure 
compliance ahead of the 2027 transition. Further guidance and FAQs will be available on the ESNZ’s 
and NZPCA’s websites. 

Approved helmet standards from 1 January 2027: 

Helmet Standard  Safety Mark Allowed at the following 
activities: 

PAS 015: 2011 2015 (or later) with 
BSI Kitemark or IC mark or

 

All Activities 

Snell E2016 and E2021 with the 
official Snell label and number  All Activities 

ASTM-F1163 2023 (or later) with the 
SEI mark 

 

All Activities 

CE Mark products referencing 
EN1384: 2023 with BSI Kitemark or 
IC mark 

or

 

All Activities 

 

 


