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9 July 2018 

Dear Member Federations, 

Please find below a summary of the proposed changes to the Dressage Rules 

together with the corresponding explanations. 

 

We would appreciate any comments you may have on these proposed rule 

changes by 31 August 2018. Thank you for sending your comments to Anna Milne 

(anna.milne@fei.org) directly. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bettina de Rham 

Director, Dressage 

 

 

 

1. The Position and Aids of the Athlete 

Article No. 418.4 – The Position and Aids of the Athlete 
 

The use of the voice or clicking the tongue repeatedly is a fault, which should be 

considered in the mark for the movement and the collective mark. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Alignment with Art 430.6.2 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

The use of the voice or clicking the tongue repeatedly is a fault. See article 430.6.2. 
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2. The Freestyle Test 

Article No. 421.9.1 –Tests – The Freestyle Test 

Not in 2018 rules; new sub-point 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Added definition of the FEI Freestyle System and for which levels of Competitions it may 

or must be used. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

 

9.1  Degree of Difficulty: The FEI Freestyle System must be used at Championships, 

Games, Finals and WEL CDI-W at Grand Prix Level. The system may be used at 

CDIs/CDIOs, at Grand Prix level competitions at the discretion of the OC. Whenever 

used, it must be announced in the FEI approved Schedule. See FEI Freestyle System 

appliance guidelines published on the FEI Website. 

 

 

 

3. Para-Equestrian Athletes 

Article No. 422.1.2 – Conditions of Participation 

 
1.2 Para-Equestrian Athletes. Para-Equestrian Athletes are allowed to compete in FEI Dressage 

Competitions using compensatory aids in accordance with their respective degree of disability as 
defined by the FEI Para-Equestrian Masterlist. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Update in line with the PED rules which adds clarification and simplification of the 

process. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
 
1.2 Para-Equestrian Athletes. Para-Equestrian Athletes are allowed to compete in FEI Dressage 

Competitions using compensating aids in accordance with their respective degree of disability as defined 
by the FEI Para-Equestrian Masterlist and the Standard Compensating Aids (see FEI Para-Equestrian 
Dressage Rules). 

 

 

 

4. Age of Horses 

Article No. 422.1.4 – Conditions of Participation 

The age of Horses is counted from 1st January of the year of birth (1st August for Southern Hemisphere). 
The calculation of the age of Young Horses (5 , 6 and 7 years old) depends on the hemisphere where the 
Horse was born. The country of birth is used to determine the age of the Horse. If the country of birth 
is not known, then the formula for the northern hemisphere will be used. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
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Simplification and clarification 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
The age of Horses is counted from 1st January of the year of birth (1st August for Southern Hemisphere). 
If the country of birth is not known, then the formula for the northern hemisphere will be used. 

 

 

 

5. Consolation Competition 

Article No. 422.2.11 – Conditions of Participation 

 
2.11.   Consolation Competition. Horses not qualified for the Grand Prix Special or the Grand Prix Freestyle Test 

and Horses whose Athletes had opted for the Grand Prix Consolation beforehand may start in a 
Consolation Competition (Intermediate II or Grand Prix if scheduled). Consolation Competitions if 
scheduled will however never grant ranking points for the FEI World Dressage Ranking List or any 
qualification points for FEI Championships or Olympic Games and the prize money must be of lower level 
than the WDRL qualifying Competitions.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
2.11.   Consolation Competition. Horses not qualified for the Grand Prix Special or the Grand Prix Freestyle 
Test and Horses whose Athletes had opted for the Grand Prix Consolation beforehand may start in a 
Consolation Competition (Intermediate II or Grand Prix if scheduled). Consolation Competitions if scheduled 
will however never grant ranking points for the FEI World Dressage Ranking List or any qualification points for 
FEI Championships or Olympic Games and the prize money must be of lower level than the WDRL qualifying 
Competitions. Scores awarded in Consolation Competitions do not count for the purpose of achieving eligibility 
scores. 

 

 

 

6. Schooling 

Article No. 422.3.6 – Conditions of Participation 

 
3.6 Schooling of Horses. No one other than the Athlete may ride the Horse he/she is entered with, after 

arrival on the show ground and official opening of the stables according to the FEI approved schedule 
as well as for the duration of the whole Event under penalty of disqualification (see Art. 429.10.4). This 
means, for instance, that a groom mounted in the saddle may walk the Horse on a long, safe rein and 
that lunging and verbal assistance from the ground from the trainer or his representative is permitted. 
An exception to this rule may only be granted under extraordinary circumstances in writing by the FEI 
or the President of the Ground Jury.  
For use of whips, refer to Article 428 of the Dressage Rules. Under no circumstances is it permitted to 
school the Horses in other areas than the official training arenas.  No schooling is permitted in any area 
which cannot be supervised by the Stewards. 
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Horses may not leave the stables, the Competition area, or the areas supervised by Stewards for any 
purpose unless authorised by a recognised FEI Official of the Event or a Veterinarian acting in the interest 
of the health and welfare of the Horse. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Addition of “Pony” as the same rule concerns Ponies as well. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
3.6 Schooling of Horses/Ponies. No one other than the Athlete may ride the Horse/Pony he/she is entered 

with, after arrival on the show ground and official opening of the stables according to the FEI approved 
schedule as well as for the duration of the whole Event under penalty of disqualification (see Art. 
429.10.4). This means, for instance, that a groom mounted in the saddle may walk the Horse/Pony on a 
long, safe rein and that lunging and verbal assistance from the ground from the trainer or his 
representative is permitted. An exception to this rule may only be granted under extraordinary 
circumstances in writing by the FEI or the President of the Ground Jury.  
For use of whips, refer to Article 428 of the Dressage Rules. Under no circumstances is it permitted to 
school the Horses in other areas than the official training arenas.  No schooling is permitted in any area 
which cannot be supervised by the Stewards. 
Horses may not leave the stables, the Competition area, or the areas supervised by Stewards for any 
purpose unless authorised by a recognised FEI Official of the Event or a Veterinarian acting in the interest 
of the health and welfare of the Horse. 

 

 

7. Scheduling possibilities 

Article No. 422.3.8 – Conditions of Participation 

 
U25 Tour: 

      Intermediate A – Grand Prix 16-25 

      Intermediate B – Grand Prix 16-25 

      Intermediate A – Grand Prix 16-25 – Grand Prix Freestyle 

      Intermediate B – Grand Prix 16-25 – Grand Prix Freestyle 

      Intermediate II – Grand Prix 16-25 

      Intermediate II – Grand Prix 16-25 – Grand Prix Freestyle 

      Grand Prix 16-25 – Grand Prix Freestyle 
 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Deleted here as mentioned in Annex 6 – U25 as for all Youth classes 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

See Annex 6, no change in wording 
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8. Scheduling possibilities 

Article No. 422.3.8 – Conditions of Participation 

 
CDI-Am (Amateur):. Up to and including FEI Grand Prix, excluding Grand Prix Special and Grand Prix 
Freestyle. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
CDI-Am (Amateur):. Senior Tests Up to and including FEI Grand Prix, excluding Grand Prix Special and 
Grand Prix Freestyle. 
 
U25, Young Riders, Junior, Children and Pony categories, refer to the relevant annexes.  

 

 

 

9. Entries 

Article No. 423.3.1 –Invitations, Entries and Substitutions 

1. Entries 

 
1.   Entries for CDI Events must be made in accordance with the FEI GRs Art. 116. 

- Nominated Entries. (optional except for FEI Championships and Games).  These entries must not 
exceed twice the number of Athletes’ and Horses’ names as indicated on the definite entries.  

 
- Definite Entries. These entries must be made at the latest four (4) days preceding the beginning of the 
Event. These represent the final selection of Athletes and Horses that may participate in the Event. 
Substitutions of Athletes and/or Horses may only be made in accordance with these rules.  

 
 Entries for FEI Championships and FEI World Equestrian Games must be made in accordance with the 
FEI GRs Art. 116.2. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Nominated Entries are only relevant for FEI Championships and Games; alignment with 

the General Regulations. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

2. Entries 

 
1.   Entries for CDI Events must be made in accordance with the FEI GRs Art. 116. 
 

- Definite Entries. These entries must be made at the latest four (4) days preceding the beginning of the 
Event. These represent the final selection of Athletes and Horses that may participate in the Event. 
Substitutions of Athletes and/or Horses may only be made in accordance with these rules.  

 
 Entries for FEI Championships and FEI World Equestrian Games must be made in accordance  with 
the FEI GRs Art. 116. 
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10. Substitutions 

Article No. 423.4 –Invitations, Entries and Substitutions 

 
Following receipt of definite entries, substitution of Horse(s) and Athlete(s) from the Nominated  list, may be 
made with the agreement of the OC. The OC must print in the Schedule the latest date for substitution of Horse(s) 
and Athlete(s), which may never be later than two (2) hours before the Horse inspection. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification and in line with the General Regulations. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
4. Substitutions  

 
4,1 Substitutions: (except Championships and Games) : 

Following receipt of definite entries, substitution of Horse(s) and Athlete(s) may be made with 
the agreement of the OC. The OC must print in the Schedule the latest date for substitution of Horse(s) 
and Athlete(s), which may never be later than two (2) hours before the Horse inspection. 

 
 4,2 Substitutions for Championships and Games. 
 Refer to GRs, Article 116. 

 

 

 

11. Declaration of Starters 

Article No. 424 –Declaration of Starters 

Except where it is stated otherwise for CDIOs, Regional and Olympic Games, the following rules apply: 
 
1.   Declaration of starters should be done no later than one (1) hour after the Horse Inspection.  The exact 

time of the draw should be published in the Schedule. 
 
2.   In the event of an accident or illness of a Athlete and/or Horse declared as starter, this Athlete and/or 

Horse may, up to two (2) hours before the start of the Competition and on production of a certificate 
from the doctor and/or the FEI Veterinary Delegate, after approval of the Ground Jury, be replaced by 
another Athlete and/or another Horse formally entered and, where required, who are also qualified. 
The Athlete or Horse withdrawn may not then start either as a member of a team or as an individual.  
 
The replacement Athlete shall start first in the Competition and the rest of the starting times shall be 
adjusted accordingly for the other Athletes. 
 
For CDIOs and the final Individual Grand Prix Freestyle Competition where four (4) Athletes have 
qualified for one (1) NF and only three (3) Athletes may participate, in cases of certified illness of one 
(1) of the qualified Athletes/Horses, the 4th Athlete will replace one (1) of the qualified Athletes from 
the same NF. 
 
Any such withdrawal or replacement must be reported to the President of the Ground Jury by the OC. 
Failing to do so will entail a Warning card. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
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Clarification 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
Except where it is stated otherwise for CDIOs, Championships, Regional and Olympic Games, the 
following rules apply: 

 
1.   Declaration of starters should be done no later than one (1) hour after the Horse Inspection.  The exact 

time of the draw should be published in the Schedule. 
 
2.   2.1 In the event of an accident or illness of an Athlete and/or Horse declared as starter, this Athlete 

and/or Horse may, up to two (2) hours before the start of the Competition and on production of a 
certificate from the doctor and/or the FEI Veterinary Delegate, after approval of the Ground Jury, be 
replaced by another Athlete and/or another Horse formally entered and, where required, who are also 
qualified. The Athlete or Horse withdrawn may not then start either as a member of a team or as an 
individual.  
 
The replacement Athlete shall start first in the Competition and the rest of the starting times shall be 
adjusted accordingly for the other Athletes. 
 
2.2 For CDIOs and the final Individual Grand Prix Freestyle Competition where four (4) Athletes have 
qualified for one (1) NF and only three (3) Athletes may participate, in cases of certified illness of one 
(1) of the qualified Athletes/Horses, the 4th Athlete will replace one (1) of the qualified Athletes from 
the same NF. 
 
2.3 For Competitions where a maximum number of Athletes may compete upon qualification from the 
previous Competition at the same Event, the next best ranked Athlete will replace the withdrawn or 
retired Athlete. 
   
2.4 Any such withdrawal or replacement must be reported to the President of the Ground Jury by the 
OC. Failing to do so will entail a Warning card. 

 

 

12. Draw for the Starting Order – Freestyle Tests 

Article No. 425.5 – Draw for the Starting Order 
 

5.  Freestyle Tests 
At all CDI events there will be a draw in groups of five (5) for the starting order in the Freestyle. A draw 
first within the group of Athletes placed 11th to 15th and then within the group of Athletes placed 6th to 
10th and last the group of Athletes placed 1st to 5th i.e. the five (5) best Athlete/Horse combinations will 
start last. 
 
For the Intermediate I Freestyle; in case the qualification is made both from Prix St Georges and 
Intermediate I, the Athlete/Horse combinations qualified from Prix St Georges shall be drawn before 
Athletes qualified from the Intermediate I, in groups of five (5). 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Deletion of Intermediate I Freestyle paragraph: The Athlete have to opt for Inter I or 

Inter I FS or have to compete in both.  

 

Proposed Wording 
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5.  Freestyle Tests 
At all CDI events there will be a draw in groups of five (5) for the starting order in the Freestyle. A draw 
first within the group of Athletes placed 11th to 15th and then within the group of Athletes placed 6th to 
10th and last the group of Athletes placed 1st to 5th i.e. the five (5) best Athlete/Horse combinations will 
start last. 

 

 

 

13. Dress 

Article No. 427.2.4 – Dress 

New point 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Added point for the welfare of the Athletes. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
2.4 In bad weather, the Ground Jury may allow the wearing of a greatcoat or waterproof. In very warm 
weather, the Ground Jury may allow Athletes to ride without a jacket. 

 

 

 

14. Saddlery 

Article No. 428 – Saddlery 

 
1.   The following are compulsory: Dressage saddle, which must be close to the Horse and have long, near-

vertical flaps, double bridle with cavesson noseband, i.e. bridoon and curb with curb chain. Neither a 
cavesson nose band nor a curb chain may ever be as tightly fixed so as to harm the Horse. Lip strap and 
rubber or leather cover for curb chain is optional (see plates and captions). Padding is allowed on bridles.  
No saddle covers are allowed. 

 
2.   Bits. Bridoon and curb must be made of metal and/or rigid plastic and may be covered with rubber/latex. 

The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to ten centimetres (10 cm) (length below the mouth piece). The 
upper cheek must not be longer than the lower cheek. If the curb has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever 
arm of the curb bit below the mouth piece should not measure more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when 
the mouth piece is at the uppermost position. Curb "chain" can be made of metal or leather or a 
combination. Cover for curb “chain” can be made of leather, rubber or sheep skin. The diameter of the 
mouthpiece of the bridoon and/or curb must be such so as not to hurt the Horse. Minimum diameter of 
mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 mm) for curb bit and ten millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon bit. 
Snaffles are permitted as marked on the test sheets. Snaffles used in Young Horse and Children 
Competitions must have a minimum diameter of fourteen millimetres (14 mm).  For Ponies the 
minimum diameter shall be ten millimetres (10 mm). The diameter of the mouthpiece is measured 
adjacent to the rings or the cheeks of the mouthpiece. The reins must be attached to the bit. 

 
3.   Whips. At all international Events, it is forbidden to carry a whip of any kind while competing in the 

arena. However, the use of one (1) whip, with a total maximum length of one meter and twenty (1.20 
m) (pony Competitions maximum one meter -1 m-), in the practice area is allowed.  The whip must be 
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dropped before entering the space around the Competition arena or the Athlete will be penalized.  See 
Article 430 of the Dressage Rules. 
 
Upon arrival on the showground, only the Athlete when riding, walking in hand, leading or lungeing a 
Horse (lunge whip allowed), is allowed to carry a whip (maximum one meter and twenty -1.20 m-/ponies 
maximum one --1 m-) anywhere on the showground. The groom may also walk, lead and lunge a Horse 
as above.  Other parties are allowed to carry a whip, provided it is not in connection with the training of 
the Horse. 

 
4.   Gadgets.  Martingales, breast plates, bit guards, boots, any kind of gadgets (such as bearing, side, 

running or balancing reins, nasal strips etc.) and any form of blinkers are, under penalty of elimination, 
strictly forbidden. See Article 430 of the Dressage Rules. 

 
5.   Decorations. Any decoration of the Horse with extravagant items, such as ribbons or flowers, etc. in the 

tail, etc., is strictly forbidden.  Normal plaiting of the Horse's mane and tail, however, is allowed. 
 
6.   False tails/tail extensions are permitted only with the prior permission of the FEI. Requests for such 

permission should be directed to the FEI Dressage department accompanied by photographs and a 
veterinary certificate. False tails may not contain any metal parts, (except for hooks and eyelets), or 
extra added weight. 

 
7.1. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. However, ear hoods must 

not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not permitted, with the exception of Article 428.7.2. The 
ear hoods should be discreet in colour and design. Ear hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 

 
7.2. Earplugs on Horses are allowed at prize-givings only. 
 
8.   Checking of Saddlery. A visual check before leaving the last warm up arena may be conducted by the 

Stewards to prevent Athletes going into the field of play with any forbidden equipment. However, it 
remains the full responsibility of the Athlete not to enter with any forbidden piece of Saddlery. A 
Steward must be appointed to check the saddlery of each Horse immediately after it leaves the arena. 
Any discrepancy will be reported to the Judge at C and result in immediate Elimination if confirmed. The 
checking of the bridle must be done with the greatest caution, as some Horses are very touchy and 
sensitive about their mouths (see FEI Steward’s Manual). 

 
The Steward must use disposable surgical/protective gloves when checking the bridle (one -1- pair of 
gloves per Horse). 

 
9.   Warming-up and training areas. Paragraphs 1 to 4 above are valid also for warming-up arenas and other 

training areas where, however, snaffles with a cavesson or a normal dropped noseband, Mexican 
noseband or a Flash noseband, boots, bandages are allowed.  
 
Lungeing cavessons, single direct side reins or double sliding side reins (triangle/dreieck zügel) are 
permitted when lungeing. Lungeing is allowed with one (1) lunge line only, attached to either a lunging 
cavesson or a snaffle bridle/bridoon. Lungeing with lunge line attached to the curb is not allowed. 

 
10.  Identification number. Each Horse keeps the same identification number provided by the Athlete 
throughout the Event.  It is compulsory that this number be worn by the Horse while actively competing and at 
any time while working in the exercise and schooling areas or being hand walked (from the time of their arrival 
until the end of the Event) so that they can be identified by all Officials including the Stewards. Failure to 
display this number incurs first a warning and, in the case of a repeated offence, a fine imposed on the Athlete 
by the Ground Jury. The identification numbers shall be discreet on white background, the colour of the 
numbers may vary. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
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The changes have been proposed to clearly state what is and is not allowed in terms of 

saddlery. The fixed images were causing confusion as to whether small modifications 

were allowed. This wording will allow all equipment which adheres to the descriptions to 

be allowed for use in competition, not only those that are exactly as the images.  

Proposed Wording 

 

The following are compulsory:  

1. Dressage saddle, which must be close to the Horse and have long, near-vertical 

flaps, and English-style or safety stirrups.  

1.1 Stirrups must have closed branches, and no attachments. The foot must not be fully 

or partially enclosed and must in no way be attached to the stirrups (for example 

with magnets). Safety stirrups must have closed branches of metal or other 

breakaway material.  

1.2 Saddle pads are optional, but should be white or another conservative colour.  

1.3 No saddle covers are allowed. 

2. Bridle with noseband.  

2.1 Except for the buckles and padding the headstall and noseband must be made 

entirely of leather or leather-like material. Padding is allowed on bridles. Nylon or 

other non-metal material may be used to reinforce leather in the headstall but must 

not be in direct contact with the horse. Elastic inserts are permitted in the 

crownpiece and cheek pieces only and must not be in direct contact with the horse 

or the bit.  

2.1.1 A browband is required, and except for the parts that attach to the crownpiece or 

headstall, is not required to be made of leather or leather-like material.  

2.1.2 The crownpiece of the bridle must lie immediately behind the poll and may extend 

forward onto the poll but must not be fitted to lie behind the skull.  

2.1.3 A throatlatch is required except when the combined noseband or Micklem bridle are 

used.  

2.1.4 A rein is a continuous, uninterrupted strap or line from the bridle bit to the hand. 

Rein additions or attachments are not permitted. Each bit must be attached to a 

separate rein and reins may only be attached to the bit. Reins must not be made of 

rope or rope-like material. 

2.1.5 At any level of competition a noseband may never be so tightly fixed that it causes 

harm to the horse, and must be checked as per the Stewards Manual noseband 

protocol. 

2.2 For CDI3*/4*/5*/U25 and Championships/Games (except Ponies and Children), a 

double bridle with cavesson noseband is mandatory i.e. bridoon and curb with curb 

chain. A combined noseband may be used without the lower “flash” noseband. The 

curb chain can be made of metal, leather or a combination. Lip strap and rubber, 

leather or sheepskin cover for curb chain are optional. Neither a cavesson noseband 

nor a curb chain may ever be as tightly fixed so as to harm the Horse.  

2.2.1 A snaffle bridle or double bridle is allowed in CDI1* and 2*, CDIJ and CDIY. 

2.2.2 For CDIP/Ch, Ponies and Children Championships, and as marked on test sheets, a 

snaffle bridle is to be used. In CDIJ a snaffle may be used.  

2.2.3 2.2.3 A plain snaffle bridle is required to be used with a regular cavesson noseband, 

a dropped noseband, a flash noseband, a crossed noseband, a combined noseband 

or a Micklem bridle.  
 

3. Bits. Snaffle, Bridoon and curb bits must be smooth with a solid surface. Twisted 

and wire bits are prohibited. Bits must be made of metal, rigid plastic, or durable 

synthetic material and may be covered with rubber/latex. Bits must not place 

mechanical restraint upon the tongue. The diameter of the mouthpiece of the 

bridoon/snaffle and/or curb must be such so as not to hurt the Horse. Minimum 

diameter of mouthpiece to be twelve millimetres (12 mm) for curb bit and ten 

millimetres (10 mm) for bridoon/snaffle bit. Snaffles used in Young Horse and 
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Children Competitions must have a minimum diameter of twelve millimetres (12 

mm).  For Ponies the minimum diameter shall be ten millimetres (10 mm). The 

diameter of the mouthpiece is measured adjacent to the rings or the cheeks of the 

mouthpiece. 

3.1 Snaffle Bits – snaffle bits are permitted when the use of a double bridle is not 

required. 

3.1.1 Snaffle bits may be used with loose ring, D-Ring and Eggbutt cheeks. Single or 

double jointed snaffles may also be used with upper or lower cheeks, hanging 

cheeks, full cheeks or Fulmer cheeks. 

3.1.2 Flexible rubber or synthetic mouthpieces are permitted.  

3.1.3 A snaffle may have up to two joints. A bushing or coupling is permitted as the centre 

link in a double jointed snaffle, however, the surface of the centre piece must be 

solid with no moveable parts other than a roller. The centre link may be tilted in a 

different orientation from the mouthpiece but must have rounded edges and may 

not have the effect of a tongue plate.  

3.1.4 A double jointed snaffle or snaffle with rotating mouthpiece may be shaped to allow 

tongue relief. The maximum height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part of 

tongue side to the highest part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation 

must be where the mouthpiece contacts the tongue and must have a minimum 

width of 30mm. The mouthpiece of a jointed or unjointed snaffle may be shaped in 

a curve within the dimensions specified above. 

3.2 Bridoons – a bridoon is defined as a snaffle bit that is used together with a curb bit 

to form a double bridle. 

3.2.1 Bridoons may be used with loose ring, D-ring and eggbutt cheeks. 

3.2.2 Bridoons must have one or two joints. A bushing or coupling is permitted as the 

centre link in a double jointed bridoon, however, the surface of the centre piece 

must be solid with no moveable parts other than a roller. The center link may not 

have the effect of a tongue plate. 

3.2.3 Bridoons where the centre link(s) of the bit can lock and have the effect of a mullen 

mouth snaffle are not permitted. 

3.2.4 Flexible rubber bridoons are not permitted.  

3.3 Curb Bits 

3.3.1 The lever arm of the curb bit is limited to ten centimetres (10 cm) (length below 

the mouth piece). The upper cheek must not be longer than the lower cheek. If the 

curb has a sliding mouthpiece, the lever arm of the curb bit below the mouth piece 

should not measure more than ten centimetres (10 cm) when the mouth piece is at 

the uppermost position.  

3.3.2 Curbs may have straight or S-shaped cheeks. They may have rotating lever arms. 

3.3.3 The mouthpiece may be straight or shaped to allow tongue relief. The maximum 

height of the deviation is 30mm from the lower part of tongue side to the highest 

part of the deviation. The widest part of the deviation must be where the 

mouthpiece contacts the tongue and must have a minimum width of 30mm. 

3.3.4 Curb chain can be made of metal or leather or a combination. Cover for curb chain 

can be made of leather, rubber or sheep skin. Curb chain hooks can be fixed or not 

fixed.   

 

4.   Whips. At all international Events, it is forbidden to carry a whip of any kind while 

competing in the arena. However, the use of one (1) whip, with a total maximum 

length of one meter and twenty (1.20 m) (pony Competitions maximum one meter 

-1 m-), in the practice area is allowed.  The whip must be dropped before entering 

the space around the Competition arena or the Athlete will be penalized.  See Article 

430 of the Dressage Rules. 

 

Upon arrival on the showground, only the Athlete when riding, walking in hand, 

leading or lunging a Horse (lunge whip allowed), is allowed to carry a whip 

(maximum one meter and twenty -1.20 m-/ponies maximum one --1 m-) anywhere 

on the showground. The groom may also walk, lead and lunge a Horse as above.  

Other parties are allowed to carry a whip, provided it is not in connection with the 
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training of the Horse. For safety reasons, whips at prize-giving ceremonies are 

allowed. 

 

5.   Gadgets.  Martingales, breast plates, bit guards, boots, any kind of gadgets (such 

as bearing, side, running or balancing reins, nasal strips etc.) and any form of 

blinkers are, under penalty of elimination, strictly forbidden. See Article 430 of the 

Dressage Rules. 

 

6.   Decorations. Any decoration of the Horse with extravagant items is strictly 

forbidden. 

 

7.   False tails/tail extensions are permitted only with the prior permission of the 

FEI. Requests for such permission should be directed to the FEI Dressage 

department accompanied by photographs and a veterinary certificate. False tails 

may not contain any metal parts, (except for hooks and eyelets), or extra added 

weight. 

 

8.1. Ear hoods are permitted for all Events, and may also provide noise reduction. 

However, ear hoods must not cover the horse’s eyes and ear plugs are not 

permitted, with the exception of Article 428.7.2. The ear hoods should be discreet 

in colour and design. Ear hoods may not be attached to the noseband. 

 

8.2. Earplugs on Horses are allowed at prize-giving ceremonies only. 

 

9.   Checking of Saddlery. A visual check before leaving the last warm up arena may 

be conducted by the Stewards to prevent Athletes going into the field of play with 

any forbidden equipment. However, it remains the full responsibility of the Athlete 

not to enter with any forbidden piece of Saddlery. A Steward must be appointed to 

check the Saddlery of each Horse immediately after it leaves the arena. Any 

discrepancy will be reported to the Judge at C and result in immediate Elimination 

if confirmed. The checking of the bridle must be done with the greatest caution, as 

some Horses are very sensitive about their mouths (see FEI Steward’s Manual). 

 

The Steward must use disposable surgical/protective gloves when checking the 

bridle (one -1- pair of gloves per Horse). 

 

10.   Warming-up and training areas. Paragraphs 1 to 4 above are valid also for 

warming-up arenas and other training areas where, however, snaffles with a 

cavesson or a normal dropped noseband, Mexican noseband or a Flash noseband, 

boots, bandages are allowed.  

 

Lunging cavessons, single direct side reins or double sliding side reins 

(triangle/dreieck zügel) are permitted when lunging. Lunging is allowed with one 

(1) lunge line only, attached to either a lunging cavesson or a snaffle bridle/bridoon. 

Lunging with lunge line attached to the curb is not allowed. 

 

11.  Identification number. Each Horse keeps the same identification number 

provided to the Athlete throughout the Event.  It is compulsory that this number is 

worn by the Horse while actively competing and at any time while working in the 

exercise and schooling areas or being hand walked (from the time of their arrival 

until the end of the Event) so that they can be identified by all Officials including 

the Stewards. Failure to display this number incurs firstly a warning and, in the case 

of a repeated offence, a fine imposed on the Athlete by the Ground Jury. The 

identification numbers shall be discreet on white background, the colour of the 

numbers may vary. 

 

12. Boots and bandages: At all international Events, boots and/or bandages on the 

Horse’s legs are forbidden while competing in the arena. The boots and/or bandages 
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must be removed before entering the space around the Competition arena or the 

Athlete will be penalized. See Article 430 of the Dressage Rules. 

 

 

 

15. Dressage Arena Fence 

Article No. 429.3 – Arena and Exercise Areas 

3.  Publicity on Dressage Fence and Judges’ Huts/Tables. The FEI owns the sole right to publicity on the 
Dressage arena fence for all FEI Championships and FEI named Series. For these Events, the OCs may 
acquire publicity space from the FEI only by previous agreement, except for on the Dressage letters and 
their holders, where publicity is never allowed. 

  
For all other International Events, OCs are highly encouraged to keep the Dressage arena fence free of 
publicity and to use extra publicity boards instead as per separately published recommendations from 
the FEI. 

  
Publicity may only be on the inside of the fence, in black only and must, with the exception of A, leave 
at least one meter fifty (1.50 m) free of publicity on either side of the arena letters.  The short side at M 
C H must be completely free of publicity.  There must be at least three meters (3 m) free of advertising 
on either side of B and E. A maximum of forty four meters (44 m) of publicity on the rails is accordingly 
permitted.  The publicity must be positioned in a regular manner and each long side should reflect the 
other exactly. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Deletion of text as this was not a rule but rather a recommendation.  

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
3.  Publicity on Dressage Fence and Judges’ Huts/Tables. The FEI owns the sole right to publicity on the 

Dressage arena fence for all FEI Championships and FEI named Series. For these Events, the OCs may 
acquire publicity space from the FEI only by previous agreement, except for on the Dressage letters and 
their holders, where publicity is never allowed. 

 
For all other International Events, OCs are highly encouraged to keep the Dressage arena fence free of 
publicity and to use extra publicity boards instead as per separately published recommendations from 
the FEI. 

 
Publicity may only be on the inside of the fence, in black only and must, with the exception of A, leave 
at least one meter fifty (1.50 m) free of publicity on either side of the arena letters.  The short side at M 
C H must be completely free of publicity.  There must be at least three meters (3 m) free of advertising 
on either side of B and E. A maximum of forty four meters (44 m) of publicity on the rails is accordingly 
permitted.  The publicity must be positioned in a regular manner and each long side should reflect the 
other exactly. 

 

 

 

16. Judges Huts 

Article No. 429.6.1 – Arena and Exercise Areas 

6.1 Only officiating people are allowed in the Judges’ huts. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
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For clarification purposes 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
6.1 Only officiating people (to include Officials fulfilling promotion requirements) are allowed in the Judges’ 
huts. Any exceptions must have the prior approval of the PGJ and must be included in the Foreign Judge report 
to the FEI. No media nor recording equipment are allowed in the Judges’ hut.  

 

 

17. Judges’ Sheets 

Article No. 433.1 and 2 – Judges’ Sheets 

 
1.   The Judges' sheets have two (2) columns: the first for the Judge's original mark, the second for his 

corrected score. Any corrected score must be initialled by the Judge having made the correction. Judges’ 
scores must be recorded in ink. 

 
2.   There is also a column for the Judge's remarks, where the Judge as far as possible, should state the 

reason for his judgment. Giving remarks is strongly recommended, when giving marks of five (5) and 
below. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification and to allow modernisation (use of e-scribing), while ensuring protection of 

data intended for the Riders primarily 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
1.   The Judges' sheets have two (2) columns: the first for the Judge's original mark, the second for his 

corrected score. Any corrected score must be initialled by the Judge having made the correction. Judges’ 
scores must be authorised by the Judge. 

 
2.   There is also a column for the Judge's remarks, where the Judge as far as possible, should state the 

reason for his judgment. Giving remarks is strongly recommended, when giving marks of five (5) and 
below. Remarks are intended for the information of the Rider. 

 

 

18. Classification 

Article No. 434 – Classification 

 

3.1.   In all Competitions the winner is the Athlete having obtained the highest total 

percentage, the second placed Athlete is the one with the next highest total and so 

on. 

 

Ties. In case of equality of percentage for the first three (3) places, the higher 

collective mark will decide on the better placing.  If these marks are tied, placings 

remain tied.  

 

In case of equality of percentage in a Freestyle Test for the first three (3) places, 

the higher artistic marks will decide on the better placing. 
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In case of equality of percentage for remaining places, the Athletes are given the 

same placing. 

 

For the individual classification at CDIOs, FEI Championships and Olympic Games, 

refer to Articles 452 and 459 of the Dressage Rules. 

 

4.   The Team Classification (CDIOs) is decided as follows: in all team Competitions the 

winning team is the one having the highest total points of their three (3) best 

Athletes, the second placed team is the one with the next highest total and so on. 

 

Ties. In case of equality of percentages, the winning team is the one whose lowest 

classified Athlete out of the three (3) has the best result. This rule applies only for 

ties for first and second place in FEI Championships (gold and silver) and where 

there is qualification for teams for Olympic Games for the first three (3) teams. In 

case of teams having equal percentages for third place (bronze) and there is no 

Olympic qualification, the teams are given the same placing. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Modification and clarification of how to solve ties. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

3.1.   In all Competitions the winner is the Athlete having obtained the highest total 

percentage, the second placed Athlete is the one with the next highest total and so 

on. 

 

Ties. In case of equality of percentage for the first three (3) places, the highest total 

median score of the Judges will decide the placing. The median score is the middle 

number. To calculate the median of a set of scores, the scores need to be put in 

ascending numerical order. E.g. 68.5% - 69% - 70% - 70.5% - 71%; 70% is the 

median score in this case. 

 

In case of equality of percentage in a Freestyle Test for the first three (3) places, 

the higher artistic marks will decide on the better placing. 

 

In case of equality of percentage for remaining places, the Athletes are given the 

same placing. 

 

For the individual classification at CDIOs, FEI Championships and Olympic Games, 

refer to Articles 452 and 459 of the Dressage Rules. 

 

4.   The Team Classification (CDIOs) is decided as follows: in all team Competitions the 

winning team is the one having the highest total points of their three (3) best 

Athletes, the second placed team is the one with the next highest total percentage 

and so on. 

 

Ties.  In case of equality of percentages, the higher ranked team will be the one 

whose lowest classified Athlete out of the three (3) has the best result. 
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19. Calculation and Publishing of Results 

Article No. 435 – Calculation and Publishing of Results 

 
1.   After each performance the percentage awarded by each Judge will be published separately and 

provisionally in addition to the general total. For example: 1) Percentage per Judge E= 69.990%, 
H=70.333%, C=70.205% M=71.120%, B= 69.660%; 2) Final percentage: 70.261%. 

 
2.   After the announcement of the final classification of the Competition and the total percentage (2), the 

percentage (1) awarded by each Judge are published under his own name, communicated to the press 
and to the FEI (compare Article 433 of the Dressage Rules). 

 
3.   All results must be published in percentages with numbers to three (3) places after the decimal point. 
 
********************************************************************************* 
7. Internet. The movement marks of each individual judge may only be shown once confirmed. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification of points 1-3; removal of point 7 as no longer relevant. This is added to 

explain clearly how marks are calculated. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
1.   After each performance the percentage awarded by each Judge will be calculated and published 

separately and provisionally, in addition to the general total.  
1.1  The reference maximum total points to be used for the calculation is indicated on each test sheet.  
 

For example:   Grand Prix: 460 points. 
   Grand Prix Freestyle: 200 points for technical and 200 points for artistic 
   YH 7 y.o Final: 350 points for technical and 50 points for quality 
 

1.2  Percentages: all percentage calculations must be rounded up or down to three (3) decimals after the 
decimal point as per the following principle and example: 0.0011-0.0014 down; 0.0015 – 0.0019 up. 
 

2.  Calculations: 
2.1  In tests with technical marks only, the total average percentage per Judge is calculated by adding the 

total marks per movement divided by the maximum total points (see 435.1.1) x 100. 
 

2.2  In tests with technical and artistic marks or technical and quality marks, the total average percentage 
per Judge is calculated by adding the technical and artistic percentages or technical and quality 
percentages and dividing by two. 
 

2.3 The final percentage is obtained by adding the total average percentage per Judge divided by the 
number of Judges. 

 
 For example:   1) Total average percentage per Judge: E= 69.990%, H=70.333%,  
    C=70.205% M=71.120%, B= 69.660%;  

   2) Final percentage: 70.244%. 
 
3.   All results must be published in percentages with numbers to three (3) places decimals after the decimal 

point. 
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20. Ground Jury 

Article No. 437 – Ground Jury 

 
9.1.  For FEI Championships on Grand Prix level and Olympic Games, the President and the other members 

of the Ground Jury are recommended by the JSP from the FEI list of 5* Judges and appointed by the FEI 
Dressage Technical Committee/FEI HQ. 

 
9.14.  For CDIY/J/P/Ch.  Minimum three (3) Judges.  The President and the other members of the Ground Jury 

are appointed by the OC from the FEI list of Judges.  One (1) National Judge or one (1) 2* Judge may also 
be appointed from host NF (in a Ground Jury of five -5-).  In a Ground Jury of three (3) members, there 
must be at least two (2) Judge of different foreign nationalities and in a Ground Jury of five (5) members 
there must be at least two (2) foreign Judges of different nationalities. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification and amendment to the composition of Ground Jury for Youth competitions, 

to support development of these categories. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
9.1.  For FEI Championships on Grand Prix level and Olympic Games, the President and the other members 

of the Ground Jury are recommended by the JSP from the FEI list of 5* Judges and appointed by the FEI 
Dressage Technical Committee/FEI HQ. The President and all members will judge all Competitions. All 
Judges must be of different nationalities. 

 
9.14.  For CDIY/J/P/Ch.  Minimum three (3) Judges.  The President and the other members of the Ground Jury 

are appointed by the OC from the FEI list of Judges.   
 In a Ground Jury of five (5) members, one (1) National Judge or one (1) 2* Judge may also be appointed 

from host NF.  
  In a Ground Jury of three (3) members, there must be at least two (2) Judges of different foreign 

nationalities and in a Ground Jury of five (5) members there must be at least two (2) foreign Judges of 
different nationalities. Outside Europe, there must be at least one (1) foreign Judge in a Ground Jury of 
three (3) members. 

 

 

 

21. Judges Supervisory Panel 

Article No. 438 – Judges Supervisory Panel 

 
4.  If a judge’s final score for a Horse/Athlete combination varies (above or below) by six (6)% or more from 

the average of the scores of the other judges for the same combination, the JSP may, by unanimous 
decision, change that particular score to be the same as the next closest score.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

A reduction in the threshold for change from 6% to 5% will enable the JSP to correct 

scores more accurately.  

 

Proposed Wording 
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4.  If a judge’s final score for a Horse/Athlete combination varies (above or below) by five (5)% or more 

from the average of the scores of the other judges for the same combination, the JSP may, by unanimous 
decision, change that particular score to be the same as the next closest score.  

 

 

 

22. Appeal Committee 

Article No. 439 – Appeal Committee 

 

1. The FEI GRs refer to the Appeal Committee. 
 

2. Up to CDI5* Events, including FEI World Cup™ Dressage Qualifiers, there need not 

be an Appeal Committee. 
 

3. For, FEI World Cup™ Dressage Finals, FEI World Cup™ Dressage League Finals, all 

FEI Championships, Regional and Olympic Games an Appeal Committee must be 

appointed.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Only the categories requiring an Appeal Committee to be listed. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

1. The FEI GRs refer to the Appeal Committee. 
 

2. For, FEI World Cup™ Dressage Finals, FEI World Cup™ Dressage League Finals, all 

FEI Championships, Regional and Olympic Games an Appeal Committee must be 

appointed.  

 

 

 

23. Stewards 

Article No. 442 – Stewards 

 

1.4. For Championships and Games, the FEI will appoint one Level 3 Foreign Chief 

Steward. Two Level 1 Stewards must be appointed by the OC in addition. 

 

1.5. At CDIs and CDIOs, one Level 2 (Chief Steward) and one Level 1 Steward must 

be appointed by the OC.  

 

1.6 At CDIO5* one Level 3 Steward (Foreign Chief Steward) and two Level 1 Stewards 

must be appointed by the OC. 

 

1.7 Stewards 

According to the size (number of overall competitors at the Event) and type of 

Event, a sufficient number of Stewards must be appointed by the OC in consultation 

with the Chief Steward. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 
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Clarification to ensure the level of Stewarding at Events  

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 

 

1.4 For Championships and Games, the FEI will appoint one Level 3 Foreign Chief 

Steward. At least two Level 1 Stewards must be appointed by the OC in addition. 

 

1.5 At CDIs and CDIOs, one Level 2 (Chief Steward) and at least one Level 1 Steward 

must be appointed by the OC.  

 

1.6 At CDIO5* one Level 3 Steward (Foreign Chief Steward) and at least two Level 1 

Stewards must be appointed by the OC. 

 

1.7 Stewards 

According to the size (number of overall competitors at the Event) and type of 

Event, a sufficient number of Stewards must be appointed by the OC in consultation 

with the Chief Steward, prior to the Event 

 

 

24. Participation 

Article No. 449 – Participation 
1.1.  Entries 
 
1.1.1.  Entries for FEI Championships and FEI World Equestrian Games must be made in accordance with the FEI 

GRs Art. 116.2.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

clarification according to the FEI General Regulations and modification of the article 

number. 

 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
1.1.  Entries 
 
1.1.1.  Entries for FEI Championships and FEI World Equestrian Games must be made in accordance with the FEI 
GRs Art. 116.  

 

25. Classification 

Article No. 452 – Classification 

 
1.   The Team Classification is decided as follows: In all team Competitions the winning team is the one (1) 

having the highest total percentages of their three (3) best Athletes, the second placed team is the one 
(1) with the next highest total and so on. 

 
Ties. In case of equality of percentages, the winning team is the one (1) whose lowest classified Athlete 
out of the three (3) has the best result. This rule applies only for ties for first and second place (gold and 
silver) and where there is qualification for teams for Olympic Games for the first three (3) teams. In case 
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of teams having equal percentages for third place (bronze) and there is no Olympic qualification, the 
teams are given the same placing. 

 
2.   The Individual Classifications are decided as follows: 
 

In all Competitions the winner is the Athlete having obtained the highest final percentage, the second 
placed Athlete is the one (1) with the next highest total and so on. 

 
Ties. In case of equality of percentage for the first three (3) places, the higher collective mark will decide 
on the better placing. If the collective marks are equal, the collective mark of the Judge at C will be 
decisive. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Modification of how to solve ties in Team classification and not only for the first three 

ranked teams as in the current rules. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
 
1.   The Team Classification is decided as follows: In all team Competitions the winning team is the one (1) 

having the highest total percentages of their three (3) best Athletes, the second placed team is the one 
(1) with the next highest total percentage and so on. 

 
Ties.  
In case of equality of percentages, the highest ranked team is the one whose lowest classified Athlete 
out of the three (3) has the best result. 

 
2.   The Individual Classifications are decided as follows: 
 

In all Competitions the winner is the Athlete having obtained the highest final percentage, the second 
placed Athlete is the one (1) with the next highest total and so on. 

 
Ties. In case of equality of percentage for the first three (3) places, the highest total median score of the 
Judges will decide the placing. The median score is the middle number. To calculate the median of a set 
of scores, the scores need to be put in ascending numerical order. E.g. 68.5% - 69% - 70% - 70.5% - 71%; 
70% is the median score in this case. 

 

 

26. Young Rider Championship Participation 

Article No. YR-3.2 – General 

The participation of a Young Rider in an FEI Championship in one (1) Discipline for Young Riders does not 
exclude the same Athlete on another Horse from participating in an FEI Championship for Seniors in another 
Discipline, if he has reached the appropriate age. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

“For Seniors” deleted, to permit participation also in YR Championships in other 

disciplines. 

 

Proposed Wording 
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The participation of a Young Rider in an FEI Championship in one (1) Discipline for Young Riders does not 
exclude the same Athlete on another Horse from participating in an FEI Championship in another Discipline, if 
he has reached the appropriate age. 

 

 

27. Pony Riders Championship Organisation 

Article No. P-5.4 – Continental and Regional Championships 

Jumping, Dressage and Eventing FEI Championships should be, as far as possible, organised within the same 
Event to save travel costs. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Opening up to organising FEI Pony Championships separately for each discipline, to keep 

the size of the CHs from becoming too big for one Organiser to manage. OCs may also 

wish to organise such Championships in Dressage (and Jumping) but not necessarily 

have the facilities for Eventing as well.  

 

Proposed Wording 

 
Jumping, Dressage and Eventing FEI Championships may be organised within the same Event to save travel 
costs. 

 

28. Pony Riders Saddlery 

Article No. P-18 – Saddlery 
 
2.   At all times the pony must be ridden in ordinary snaffle. All nosebands pictured under Article 428 of the 

Dressage Rules are permitted. 
 
3.   Bits. Refer to Article 428 of the Dressage Rules. The snaffle bit must be made of metal and/or rigid plastic 

and may be covered with rubber. Rubber snaffles are allowed. Double bridles, hackamores and gags are 
not allowed. The minimum diameter of the bit shall be ten millimetres (10 mm). 

 
4.   Inspection of saddlery and any other matter referring to saddlery, refer to Article 428 of the Dressage 
Rules. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Harmonization with Art 428; removal of images. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
2.   At all times the pony must be ridden in ordinary snaffle. All nosebands under Article 428 of the Dressage 

Rules are permitted. 
 
3.   Bits. Refer to Article 428 of the Dressage Rules.  
 
4.   Inspection of saddlery and any other matter referring to saddlery, refer to Article 428 of the Dressage 

Rules. 
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29. Children - Prizes 

Article No. Ch-6 – Prizes 

 
1.  Preferably prizes in kind are to be awarded in pony Events.  

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Correction 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
1.  Preferably prizes in kind are to be awarded in Children Events.  

 

30. Children - Saddlery 

Article No. Ch-16 – Saddlery 
 
2.  Bits. At all times the Horse must be ridden in ordinary snaffle (see Article 428 of the Dressage Rules). All 

nosebands pictured under Article 428 of the Dressage Rules are permitted. 
   
3.  The snaffle bit must be made of metal or rigid plastic and may be covered with rubber. Double bridles, 

hackamores and gags are not allowed. 
 
4.  Ear hoods: Refer to Article 428.7.1 of the Dressage Rules. 
 
5.  For any other matter concerning saddlery, Article 428 of the Dressage Rules apply. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Harmonization with Art 428. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
2.  Bits. At all times the Horse must be ridden in ordinary snaffle (see Article 428 of the Dressage Rules). All 

nosebands under Article 428 of the Dressage Rules are permitted. 
   
3.  Ear hoods: Refer to Article 428.8.1 of the Dressage Rules. 
 
4.  For any other matter concerning saddlery, Article 428 of the Dressage Rules apply. 

 

31. International Dressage Judges 

Article No. Annex 7 – International Dressage Judges; General 

 
(ii) Conflict of Interest 
 
No Judge may officiate at an Event if accepting such duties would cause a conflict of interest.  Refer to FEI Codex 
for Dressage Judges and the FEI GRs. 

 
Any violations to the Codex/Rules will be reported to the FEI and Dressage Technical Committee for the attention 
of and action by the FEI Legal Department. 
 



 

23 
 

(iii) Competing and/or training Judges 
 
FEI Judges may not officiate at FEI Senior Competitions and also compete internationally on the same continent 
within the same calendar year. They must declare to the FEI via their NF by 1st January each year whether they 
wish to Judge or compete during that particular year. 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

Clarification, addition of FEI Officials Code of Conduct. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
(ii) Conflict of Interest 
 
No Judge may officiate at an Event if accepting such duties would cause a conflict of interest.  Refer to FEI Codex 
for Dressage Judges (Annex 14), the FEI Officials’ Code of Conduct and the FEI GRs. 

 
Any violations to the Codex/Rules will be reported to the FEI and Dressage Technical Committee for the attention 
of and action by the FEI Legal Department. 
 
(iii) Competing and/or training Judges 
 
FEI Judges may not officiate at FEI Senior Competitions and also compete internationally on the same continent 
within the same calendar year. They must declare to the FEI via their NF by 1st January each year whether they 
wish to Judge or compete during that particular year.  
 
FEI Judges may not judge Athletes they train on a regular basis, as referred to in Annex 14. 

 

 

32. Categories of International Dressage Events 

Article No. Annex 12 – Catergories of International Dressage Events 

 
CDI 5* - Participation 
Minimum of six (6) NFs including host NF, invited with a minimum of two (2) Athletes each or twelve (12) NFs 
with minimum one (1) Athlete each (min four (4) NFs including host NF when up to 15 Athletes invited.)  An OC 
may never invite more home than foreign Athletes.  Wild Cards see Article 423 of the Dressage Rules. 
All Athletes and Horses must be registered with the FEI. 
To participate an Athlete/Horse combination must have achieved a minimum of sixty four percent (64%) in Grand 
Prix at two (2) different CDI 3*/ CDI4*/CDI-W or CDIO3* /CDIO4* after 01January the previous year. Proof of 
Minimum Eligibility Standard to be supplied by NF. 
I. 
Horses per Athlete left to the discretion of OC. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The table is a summary of the rules, so changes in it reflect the changes in the rules 

themselves. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
CDI 5* - Participation 

Minimum of six (6) NFs including host NF, invited with a minimum of two (2) Athletes each or twelve (12) NFs 
with minimum one (1) Athlete each (min four (4) NFs including host NF when up to 15 Athletes invited.)  An OC 
may never invite more home than foreign Athletes.  Wild Cards see Article 423 of the Dressage Rules. 
All Athletes and Horses must be registered with the FEI. 
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To participate an Athlete/Horse combination must have achieved a minimum of sixty four percent (64%) in Grand 
Prix at two (2) different CDI 3*/ CDI4*/CDI-W or CDIO3* /CDIO4* (Consolation Competitions do not count) after 
01January the previous year. Proof of Minimum Eligibility Standard to be supplied by NF. 

I. 
Horses per Athlete left to the discretion of OC. 

 

 

33. Categories of International Dressage Events 

Article No. Annex 12 – Catergories of International Dressage Events 

 
CDI-Y / J / U25/P/Ch - Officials 
Judges: Minimum 3 FEI Judges One National Judge from host NF may also be appointed in a ground jury of five. 
In a jury of three members there must be at least two Judges of different foreign nationalities and in a jury of 
five members there must be at least two foreign Judges of different nationalities. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The table is a summary of the rules, so changes in it reflect the changes in the rules 

themselves. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
CDI-Y / J / U25/P/Ch - Officials 

Judges: Minimum 3 FEI Judges One National Judge from host NF may also be appointed in a ground jury of five. 
In a jury of three members there must be at least two Judges of different foreign nationalities and in a jury of 
five members there must be at least two foreign Judges of different nationalities (outside Europe, there must 

be at least one foreign Judge in a jury of three). 
 

 

34. Categories of International Dressage Events 

Article No. Annex 12 – Catergories of International Dressage Events 
 
CDIO5* - Participation 
Minimum 6 NF invited including host NF 
All Athletes and Horses  must be registered with the FEI 
To participate an Athlete/Horse combination must have achieved a minimum of 64% in a Grand Prix at two 
different CDI 3*/ CDI4*, CDI-W/CDI5* or CDIO3* /CDIO4*. Proof of Minimum Eligibility Standard to be supplied 
by NF. 
1 Horse per Athlete 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The table is a summary of the rules, so changes in it reflect the changes in the rules 

themselves. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
CDIO5* - Participation 

Minimum 6 NF invited including host NF 
All Athletes and Horses  must be registered with the FEI 
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To participate an Athlete/Horse combination must have achieved a minimum of 64% in a Grand Prix at two 
different CDI 3*/ CDI4*, CDI-W/CDI5* or CDIO3* /CDIO4* after 01 January the previous year (Consolation 
Competitions do not count). Proof of Minimum Eligibility Standard to be supplied by NF. 
1 Horse per Athlete 

 

 

35. Categories of International Dressage Events 

Article No. Annex 12 – Catergories of International Dressage Events 

 
CDIO 5*/4*/3* - Competitions 
 
Nations Cup Formula:  
FEI Grand Prix, FEI Grand Prix Special or FEI Grand Prix Freestyle  
 
Championship Formula: 
FEI Grand Prix, FEI Grand Prix Special and FEI Grand Prix Freestyle 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The table is a summary of the rules, so changes in it reflect the changes in the rules 

themselves. 

 

Proposed Wording 

 
CDIO 5*/4*/3* - Competitions 

FEI Grand Prix, FEI Grand Prix Special and/or FEI Grand Prix Freestyle  
 

 

36. Categories of International Dressage Events 

Article No. Annex 12 – Catergories of International Dressage Events 

 
CDIO U25/YR/J/P/Ch - Competitions 
 
Nations Cup Formula 
Team Competition 
Individual Competition  
 
Championship Formula: 
Team Competition 
Individual Competition 
Individual Freestyle 
U25/Ch: 
Team Competition 
Individual Competition 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

The table is a summary of the rules, so changes in it reflect the changes in the rules 

themselves. 

 

Proposed Wording 
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CDIO U25/YR/J/P/Ch - Competitions 

 
Team Competition 
Individual Competition 
Individual Freestyle  
 
U25: 
Inter II 
Grand Prix 16-25 
Grand Prix Freestyle 
 
Children: 
Preliminary test B 
Team Competition 
Individual Competition 

 

 

37. Codex for FEI Dressage Judges 

Article No. Annex 14 – Codex for FEI Dressage Judges 

4.1 Only officiating people are allowed in the Judges’ huts. 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

As per Art 429.6.1 

 

Proposed Wording 

4.1 Only officiating people (to include Officials fulfilling promotion requirements) are allowed in the Judges’ 
huts. Any exceptions must have the prior approval of the PGJ and must be included in the Foreign Judge report 
to the FEI. No media nor recording equipment are allowed in the Judges’ hut. 

 

38. Per Diem 

Article No. Annex 15 – Per Diem 

None 

 

Explanation for Proposed Change 

 

New Annex to cover the per diems for Judges, Technical Delegates and Chief Stewards. 

 

Proposed Wording 



 

27 
 

ANNEX 15 - PER DIEM 
 
Per Diem for Judges, Technical Delegate and Chief Steward:  
 

1. Per diem of EUR 120 per day, (remuneration for miscellaneous costs. This amount is net after relevant 
taxes being borne by the OC). The per diem is due for all officiating days.  

 

2. Judges: for more details see Annex 7  

 

3. Veterinary Delegates: see VRs 

 

 

 


