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                          MINUTES 
 

 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Dressage NZ Committee  
held at the Scenic Hotel, Blenheim | 9am | Sunday 25th June 2017 

 
Present: 
Board 
Lynda  Clark Chair  
Sara Bright Finance Officer 
Sue  Hobson Judges Officer 
Michelle Zielazo Marketing & Communication 
Gen  Denize Rules Officer  
Judy  Alderdice Training & Development  
 
In attendance: 
Wendy       Hamerton Dressage Sport Manager & Secretary 
Celine        Filbee  Event Manager 
Helen         Hughes-Keen Minute Secretary 
  
Committee    
Linzi  Jobbitt Dressage Northland (D) substituting for Ulrike Gerstenberger  
Robin Potter Dressage Waitemata (D)  
Betty  Brown Dressage Akld-Manukau (D)   
Debra Cowen Dressage Waikato (D)   
Janey  Fisher Dressage Gisborne 
Janine  Van der Horst Dressage Bay of Plenty 
Susan        Tomlin Dressage Central Districts (D) 
Dana  Haszard Dressage Taranaki (D)  
Bernice Frost Dressage Taihape (D) 
Genevieve Quin Dressage Nth Hawkes Bay  
Sharon  Field  Dressage Sth Hawkes Bay 
Ian  Childs Dressage Wairarapa (D)   substituting for Wendy Jeffery 
Robin  Friend Dressage Wellington (D)  substituting for Rosanne Rix   
Liza  Herkt Dressage Marlborough (D)   
Wendy Sowerby Dressage Nelson (D) 
Aubrey  McRae Dressage Canterbury (D) 
Nicola  Sim  Dressage Ashburton (D) 
Marty  Pow Dressage Sth Canterbury / North Otago (D) 
Kate  Dodd   Dressage Otago(D)  
Jenny Affleck Dressage Southland (D) 
Jude  Nickolls SI Riders Rep© 
Alicia  Collin NI Riders Rep© 
 
Members /Observers  
Jane Robertson (Steward General), Amanda Waddell (Ashburton), Karen Shields (Auckland), Jos Gresham 
(Central Districts)  Sharon Inwood (Marlborough)  Helen Hughes-Keen (Chair  of Selectors) Andrea Raves 
(Wellington), Linda Warren-Davey (Canterbury), Chris Lovelady (Canterbury) Nancye Jack (SCNO), Leanne 
Andrews (Marlborough) Valerie Kear-Colwell (Nelson) 
 
Apologies:  Nick Pyke (ESNZ Chair), Dana Kirkpatrick (ESNZ General Manager), Ulrike Gerstenberger (Northland) 
Debbie Barke (Bay of Plenty), Wendy Jeffery (Wairarapa), Rosanne Rix (Wellington) Sue Harris (Gisborne)  
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Dressage NZ Committee Meeting June 2017 
  
Chairman’s Introduction & Welcome  –  Lynda Clark 
Lynda welcomed delegates and members to this meeting, noting this meeting takes dressage into the new 
season. The updated strategic plan has been presented and the Board will be looking towards a work plan to 
support this. The plan identifies our culture and who we are. 
It was agreed to modify the timetable for the day  
 

 
 

Agenda Item 1:  MINUTES 12 APRIL MEETING  
That the Minutes from the Dressage Committee meeting 12 April 2017 be confirmed as a true and accurate 
record 
 
Moved:  Marty Pow                                         Seconded: Bernice Frost                                         Carried 
 
Matters Arising   
No matters arising noted 
 
 

Agenda Item 2:  Matters Referred from AGM 24 June 2017 
Proposed Amendment to Rider Category Rules / Eligibility  
The Technical Officer presented a paper outlining the consensus of the changes agreed at the AGM. 
The Chair noted that these would be reviewed by the Board for final approval. Refer to page 13 for detail  
The meeting resolved to accept the rule changes as presented to be reviewed and approved by the Board  
 

Agenda Item 3: SPORT MANAGER UPDATE  
 
1. CALENDAR | KEY EVENTS 2017 – 2020 | SERIES   

a) 2017/18 Annual Calendar 

The SM noted the annual calendar of events submitted is on the website and requested that if an Area or OC 
wishes to amend details for any event, please ensure the changes are submitted to the calendar manager, Jos 
Gresham on the google form.  Hard copies of the most recent version were distributed.   
The provisional RE Calendar was discussed 
 
Alicia Collin: Expressed concern that the NICH did not have an exclusive RE date and felt this is desirable. Asked 
if it possible to allocate the NICH to two venues only, or centralise in Taupo with areas to run.  Perhaps this is an 
opportunity to instigate three major regional championships, North Central & South. Also should consider 
setting a fixed date. (The SM advised this 2018 NICH date clash had been noted but unfortunately there did not 
seem to be any quick fix, but open to suggestions)  
Ian Childs: Wairarapa is interested in hosting NICH in 2020  
Karen Shields: Suggested that NICH should be within a set time frame during the season  
Debra Cowen: Suggested NICH should be in DEC to remove the event from the really busy time. Also noted the 
increased costs for Area OC’s running events outside their own area location.  
 
The meeting was asked to consider: 
To continue with NICH or have 2 Regional Champs: The meeting unanimously voted to retain one NICH 
That the NICH should be restricted to one month only: Majority For/3 Against  
Hold NICH in December: 10 Votes for 
Hold NICH in January:      12 votes for  
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b) Regional Events:  

The Sport Manager noted from a marketing perspective for sponsors, both national and regional, as well as a 
sport/rider perspective, our RE events have a number of different names / descriptions  eg Festivals, Regional 
Championships, Championships, Champs, Tournaments, Qualifying Shows, and requested the committee 
consider a standardised description for these events for greater clarity and branding opportunities. eg: In the UK 
similar events are part of the “Premier League”  This immediately defines the status of the event  
 
Jenny Affleck: Spoke in favour of the concept  
Scott McKenna: Noted Australia use a ** system to categorise events and venues and perhaps NZL could 
consider categorisation of venues as well with minimum standards for an RE event  
Gen Denzie: Noted any changes should be consistent with Annexe 1 of the rules 
Alicia Zeludko: Considered series sponsors would be appreciate being known as part of a Premier League – the 
idea is a great marketing angle  
Liza Herkt: Agreed that RE should be renamed as Premier League events 
 
 

 
c) Three Year Calendar  

The provisional three year calendar was available in the agenda and noted. A memo had been sent out to areas 
following the Planning meeting, the only responses received were a provisional EOI from Wairarapa to host 
NICH Jan 2020 and Canterbury to host SICH Jan 2019.  
Re the concept of U25CH & Young Horse Event being run in conjunction:  
The meeting voted 16 FOR / 2 AGAINST  
Robin Friend suggested this could be an opportunity for Young Riders to be mentored by more experienced 
riders  
Linda Warren-Davey supported the concept of the combined shows as it gives a third YDH event opportunity. 
Noted that she has secured a 1k sponsor for YDH classes at HOY  
 
 

 
d) Super 5 League 

The SM confirmed the League appeared to create a new interest with the Super League Championship 
determined by holding semi-finals in both islands albeit different judges officiating.   
 
Sponsors:  Noted that the following Super 5 League sponsors have all confirmed for another two years. Vetpro, 
Matthews Hanoverians, Dunstan Horsefeeds, Fiber-Fresh, Hobson Horsecoaches, Custom Logistics, Andrea 
Raves Dressage, Superior Rubber Surfaces plus Heritage Equine are the new level 3 sponsors. A vote of thanks 
was moved to Gill & Stewart Moss from Bateson Trailers who had sponsored the Level 3 League for two years   
There were no suggestions to amend the Super 5 League conditions 
 
 
 

e) Zilco Dressage to Music Leaderboards 

The Zilco Dressage to Music Leaderboards will continue for another two years, noting the conditions re 
allocation of points etc have been aligned with Super 5 League for consistency for riders and managing of  
Leaderboard points.   
In order that Young Riders competing in the CDIY at HoY are not disadvantaged, a Young Rider Leaderboard will 
be contested also. The winner will receive a Zilco sash and $150 Zilco voucher  
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f) Top Ten Leagues:  

The SM noted as per the agenda that    
a. All-In-Flex Amateur Rider Top Ten League  - To continue for another year  
b. Flying Horse Masters Top Ten League  - To continue for another year 
c. Young Rider Amateur Top Ten League  - Planned to continue subject to sponsorship  

 
There were no dissenting views around the following recommendation  
That riders can enter any level of competition for which they are eligible rather than grade of pony/horse at the 
start date of the league. This means a rider with a horse / pony graded Level 1 can start in any Level, but if they 
are eg Level 1 at 1/8/17, and choose to compete in the Level 2 League, then no Level 1 scores will count. (This 
overcomes many of the issues experienced this year, plus gives more options for riders who may be a higher 
category. Eg A category 3 rider could compete in Level 2 league on a horse which is actually still graded level 1 at 
the start of the league. This means riders can easily move to the level of competition in the new season)  
 
 
 

g) Other Series | Awards  

AMS Saddlery Pony & Young Rider Performance League – Saddle Prize  
Sponsorship renewal being negotiated  
 
Prestige Equestrian / Prestige Italia Dressage Futures for horses up to 10yrs in conjunction with Super 5 
League – Saddle Prize 
Has been very strongly contested. Sponsor is delighted with the series and the new conditions set this year. 
Sponsorship renewal being negotiated 
 
All-In-Flex Judge & Volunteer Awards  
Noted that the response not quite so good from areas this year but it is a valuable way to recognise this sector 
of our sport  
 
Elite Equine Young Dressage Horse.  Under review.  Intention is to continue National YDH at Nats in February, 
but is it possible to involve RE as well.  Areas invited to host YH classes  
 
 
World Dressage Challenge 2018 & 2019  
The SM noted is seems logical to host the FEI WDC in conjunction with another scheduled event under the new 
one day FEI format. A poll had gone out to SI riders re preference for a rest day between WDC and RE. Riders 
who travelled the furthest   clearly preferred no rest day. No rest day will be held in 2017. Invited NI areas to 
apply for 2018, noting the 2018 Challenge can be run any time after 1 Jan 2018. There is a policy in place that 
this event should not be held north of Taupo or south of Christchurch. Areas  with all weather surfaces and 
sufficient covered yards are invited to bid to co-host this event with Dressage NZ during 2018 and 2019. It must 
be held outdoors. 
 
Alicia Zeludko considered she would prefer the WDC the day following an RE rather than the day before   
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2.  TESTS REVIEW 
 

a) FEI Tests:   

It was agreed by majority vote that NZL adopt the current FEI tests as at 1 August each year and these would be 
used for all national competitions until the end of the season (31 July)  
Noted that any CDI competitions would be required to use FEI tests current from 1st January annually  
 
 

b) National Tests: 

Discussions are underway with Dressage Aus / USEF to adopt USEF tests when we next revise our test book. 
These would come into effect 1 Jan 2019 in US. 
No decision was made re the SM recommendation to form a working party of stakeholders 
Sue Hobson advised that the USEF tests could be utilised and aligned with the current NZ horse grading system  
 
 
 

3. FUNDRAISING  

a) Stable of Stallions  

Noted a very successful year raising over 13k attributed to YRCH and NCH. Intend to continue with this valuable 
fundraiser. The SM moved a vote of thanks to participating studs   
 

b) Bates Raffle  

 It was agreed that this continue. The SM noted that the raffle would include two saddles this year. The 
second one  for ticket purchasers who signed up for the Equestrian Connection newsletter  
 
 

 

4. BULLETIN 

The SM noted  the Dressage NZ Bulletin has published 11 issues plus a special edition to date. Readership has 
exceeded 25,000  total in that time  with an average of approx 2,000 readers per month. This exceeds the 
number of monthly subscribers  across all disciplines of the printed ESNZ version. A review is of the publication 
being undertaken by the Board in August. Any feedback about content and your view of the value of this 
publication to the sport will be appreciated. Dressage NZ is indebted to contributors and photographers who 
have formed a partnership with our publication   
 
 
 
 

5. NEW ESNZ WEBSITE & DATABASE  

The SM advised the ‘‘go live” date is scheduled for 31 August. That she had attended a meeting to view progress 
of the website wirefame and data base functionality on the way to conference. That the database would be 
accessible by areas enabling them to communicate directly with member and keep area information current.  
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Agenda Item 4 : PANEL DISCUSSION – INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS IN NZL 
 
Linda Warren –Davey presented a .ppt and outlined her thoughts about the advantages of NZL introducing CDI * 
or CDI 2* competitions in addition to CDI3*. This presented an opportunity review the value and importance of 
international competition to the sport in NZL.    
    
PROPOSAL from Linda Warren Davey: That Dressage NZ consider holding the North Island Championships as a 
CDI 1* or 2* with PSG Level as the international component. 
 
Rationale Summary :  (Full rational was included in the agenda)  
Resources to run a CDI 1 or 2* compared to a CDI 3* is less therefore equates to less financial investment. 
Utilise an international judge from Australia and invite a 2* from the Asia Pacific region, further developing 
relationships.  Often 2* judges will cover their own travel costs so they can gain experience in other countries. 
Benefits to the sport include: – 

- National GP judges (list 1) may be included in the FEI Ground Jury. 
- National Judges will be able to officiate on the Grand Prix classes  
- National 2 and 2A judges can utilise the Grand Prix classes for upgrading opportunities (the largest GP 

classes in NZ are at the Nationals and HOY; two major shows which have CDI 3* status making upgrading 
opportunities difficult to attain) 

- An opportunity for PSG riders to be exposed to an international experience before Grand Prix.   
- Providing good learning experiences for officials, stewards, volunteers, TD’s etc, at international level 

Developing and investing in relationships within the Asia Pacific region 
  
Panel Members:  
 Wendy Hamerton | Sport Manager |Event Administration & Costs 

 Alicia Collin| NI Riders Rep & Grand Prix rider  
 Helen Hughes-Keen | Chair of Selectors 
 Sue Hobson | Judges Officer 
 Linda Warren–Davey | Judges SC & proposer  

 
Wendy Hamerton:  
The financial impact of horse/rider FEI regos and MCP fees, FEI Calendar fees, FEI Vet Horse Inspection fees, 
foreign judges travel, accommodation and FEI judges per diem fees has been estimated and included in the 
agenda as a guideline. Lower level events may include: CDI 2* (Up to GP only - no GP Freestyle), CDI 1* (Up to 
Int I only -must use Int I Freestyle). Horses may do one test per day (cannot do any national tests).  No FEI WDRL 
ranking points allocated. Noted not all riders would want to do an FEI comp and have the added expense. This 
would split classes at PSG level and add further costs for the OC 
Est additional cost for riders: $270 over three days (per rider)    
Est additional cost for OC for 12 riders and 3 Int Judges: $8840, for 5 Int judges $13,240    
Est total cost per rider @12 riders (3 judges) 740.00, (5 judges) 1105.00  
Did not consider Dressage NZ could instruct an area or OC to do this and be financially liable, and questioned if 
Dressage NZ should take any financial risk around this. If however, an OC wanted to run a lower level CDI, they 
could apply for one if they are prepared to fund it and organise it.   
 
Member comments: 
Sharon Field: More CDI give more opportunity for riders to learn the trot up 
Scott McKenna: Possible to make national shows more like INT without the expense  
Marty Pow: Trot up more horses at NCH  
  
Jane Robertson: Consider running a 1* in conjunction with a 3* 
Betty Brown: (1) if there would need to be an increase in prize money. SM noted no increase required for lower 
level CDI. (2) No benefit for WEG & OG qualification (3) FEI judges based in NZL could not ride and judge 
Karen Shields: Need to look at what it would look like if some of these ideas are implemented  
 
 



Dressage NZ Committee Minutes 25th June 2017   7 | P a g e  

 

Agenda Item 5 | PANEL DISCUSSION – INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS IN NZL 
 
Members were divided into discussion groups to consider the Dressage NZ competition structure which has 
remain largely unchanged for a number of years other than some changes to the grading system  
 
Refer to pages 11 & 12 for summary of the group discussions  

 
Agenda Item 6| NCH Survey  

 
A ppt presentation summary of NCH Venue Survey requirements / preferences was presented.  
The survey asked the many sectors involved what was important to them about a venue.   
There were 429 survey respondents.  
Of 429 answers, 239 had competed at a NCH in the last 10yrs.  
Of 377 answers, 287 stated Taupo as their preferred venue  
Of 427 answers 252 (59%) were from Waitemata (10.5%), Auckland (9.4%), Waikato (14.3%), Bay of Plenty 
(14.1%) and Canterbury (10.8%) 
71 do not compete, Levels 1-9:  138, 123, 76, 66, 63, 39, 23, 21, 21 
 
It was noted that this was the raw data only and that more drill down analysis is required.  
It was noted the official opening of the indoor arena at Taupo was scheduled for October and Bay of Plenty 
would be running a Grand Prix Freestyle as part of the opening ceremony and that Dressage NZ representatives 
will be attending 
That the venue will be assessed further at that point for the hosting of the NCH from 2019 forward  
Noted that a decision for 2019 needs to be made by the end of 2017 
 
 

Agenda Item 7 | World Equestrian Games Fundraising     
 
Marketing Manager | Michelle Zielazo  
Michelle outlined her vision for WEG fundraising stating how excited we should all be that it is a real possibility 
we can have a team there, and they need the support of the wider dressage community. 
Suggest to build on the Walking for WEG campaign that has already been successful and each area hold their 
own “walk” or other similar campaign within a given time frame (a week spanning two weekends?)  A co-
ordinated approach may attract media attention and an increased level of support.  
Sharon Field: Advised the meeting that SHB already intended to donate a substantial amount to a team  
Karen Shields: Is it possible to add a tick box on Equestrian Entries for riders who may wish to donate 
Betty Brown: Is it possible to implement a WEG loyalty card for in conjunction with our sponsors  
Gen Denize: Suggested a national fund raising event across all disciplines  
Ian Childs: Is it possible to get a trip to WEG as a prize for a raffle or competition  
Linzi Jobbitt: Use riders on the short list as role models  
 
Sue Hobson:  moved that areas who are interested in participating in a Walk for WEG campaign should contact 
Michelle Z 
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Agenda Item 8 |  Judge Sub-Committee Update  |  Sue Hobson  
Sue Hobson updated the meeting advising that the JSC had listened to the Planning meeting and was looking at 
ways to make upgrading and upgrading requirements more easily attainable through increased opportunities. 
An example is that shadow judging, sit-in and writing will be available early in the season at Equidays. That 
judges who have been selected for Australian exchange programmes will be given the opportunity to write at 
Equidays to give them experience.  
That the Isobel Wessels clinic at Equidays is confirmed and along with the Kyra Kyrlund sessions and higher level 
competitions will be very valuable  
Linzi Jobbitt asked how judges trying to get to from List 3 to List 2 can get opportunities. Sue Hobson replied 
that communication with AJO’s and herself is important and they must know if judges are looking for 
opportunities to be able to assist them   
 
 
 

Agenda Item 9 |  Dressage Conference & Planning Forum: Led by Lynda Clark 
 

WORKSHOP 
Topic:     Dressage NZ AGM & Conference & Planning Forum    
Purpose: To gauge what delegates and members want from these events 
 
 Members formed several groups to brainstorm ideas around location and content of these events  
 
Lynda Clark advised the suggestions will be further discussed at Board level   
 
Refer to page 10 for the workshop summary  
  

 
 

Agenda Item 10 |  Selectors Event Plan   
 
Selectors Helen Hughes-Keen and Judy Alderdice referred to the 2017-18 Performance Pathway noting the 
competition scores needed to be eligible for selection. That selectors are at all key NZL events and many 
regional events during the season 
 
Marty Pow asked if the selectors are ever asked by owners to recommend a rider for their horse. It was noted 
that this has not happened to the current selectors knowledge 
 
Other questions were raised around selection and do selectors take into account the fact riders / combinations 
may have had problems of some sort. The selectors noted that the pathway is fundamentally performance 
based, acknowledging there are many reasons why riders may not have met the criteria  
 
Chris Lovelady asked if there were other factors that may be taken into account. The selectors advised there 
could be other factors, age of horse, soundness, etc noting that the pathway is structured to getting riders to 
High Performance  
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Agenda Item 11|  National Event Management 
 
The SM noted Dressage is unique within the main ESNZ disciplines in terms of event management as we directly  
organise as a national body we the FEI World Dressage Challenge, the National Championships and the U25  
National Championships as well as giving support to Horse of the Year Show administration. This ensures 
consistency of event delivery and servicing of sponsors at a high level. International events require FEI 
collaboration.  The meeting to consider if this is the best model  
 
Susan Tomlin: Asked who in NZL could do this if not Dressage NZ  
Ian Childs: Would DNZ consider these events being run privately  
Karen Shields: Where do we want to see Dressage NZ in 5yrs from now  
Chris Lovelady: What % of SM time is spent on Event Management ? SM replied approx four weeks per year out 
of “in” office time. SM Noted that additional CDI in 2016 was under resourced at national level. Put a lot of 
pressure on staff even with great support from Dressage Central Districts  
Lynda Warren-Davey: Dressage NZ perhaps needs to consider increasing staff levels to give more resource to 
events. Asked what would do with time if not so involved in event management. SM replied could be more 
efficient with admin tasks, more strategic work, holiday breaks  
 
No conclusions were reached or proposals to change the way the sport currently delivers events  
 

 
2:30  Next Meeting Date & Wrap Up   
 
The next meeting date to be confirmed 
The Chairman thanked the meeting for their attendance and input and wished them safe travelling home, 
declaring the meeting closed at 3pm  
 
Nancye Jack addressed the meeting and thanked the Board and Dressage NZ for all the work that has been 
done. She understands everything in the sport comes down to money and that we need more people at the 
grass roots. Nancye congratulated Lynda Clark as Chair for the excellent way in which she had chaired the 
meeting, considering it to be one of the best of any meeting she had been to.  
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Conference Structure Workshop   
 

 Advantages Current  Disadvantages Current  Notes 
G

ro
u

p
 1

 

 Local participation 

 Spread organisation load 

 Opportunity to "get to 
know others" e.g. Board etc. 

 Costs 

 Flights  

 Time 

 Non-Attendance by 
sponsors, prize winners etc 

 Conference expanded to 
include main centres on 
main flights/easy drives 

 Conference committee 
with rotating tenure 
(technology can help) 

G
ro

u
p

 2
   The cost of getting to "out of 

the way" areas 
 How the committee is 
made up 

 Rotate through areas 

G
ro

u
p

 3
  New people & areas 

 If in Auckland cheap   
flights, convenience 

 Cost- especially flights 

 If in Auckland, needs to be 
near airport 

 If in Auckland regions may 
feel left out 

 An area could organise 
something unique to their 
area 

G
ro

u
p

 4
 

 Nice to go to different 
places and see different 
things 

 Involve different local 
groups/local riders 

 If in main centres, reach 
grass roots 

 Cost of travel 

 If in main centre, not 
reaching grass roots in areas 

 No sub-committee 

 Would like to go to 
Whangarei, Northland, 
Queenstown, Gisborne, 
Stewart Island 

G
ro

u
p

 5
 

 Exposes more people to 
the meetings 

 A chance for committees 
to be involved e.g. gave 
Marlborough a chance to 
raise funds 

 Working with local areas 

 Weather 

 Cost 

 Not enough participation 
from locals 

 Time 

 Keep in the 4 main 
centres: Auckland, 
Wellington, Christchurch, 
Invercargill 

 Consistency; with agenda 
and timeframe 

G
ro

u
p

 6
 

 Locals can join in and see 
how things are done at a 
national level 

 Seeing operations; how 
sponsors are sourced, how 
rules are made etc 

 Gets delegates to new 
areas, allows them to see 
other facilities etc. 

 Getting there; cost of flights 
& accom., weather delays. 

 No more committees 

 Same venue and O/C; 
would/could become a 
"slick" operation, costs might 
reduce, know what can be 
improved on for next time  

G
ro

u
p

 7
  Local involvement 

 Fundraising 

 If in a main centre; more 
cost effective 

 If in a main centre, can have 
a loss of regional focus 
 

 

G
ro

u
p

 8
  Meeting members 

 Making the board 
accessible  

 If in main centres; costs 
reduced 

 Cost 

 Accessibility 

 Lack of consistency 

 If in main centres; not 
meeting locals  
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Competition Structure Workshop  
 

a) If the sport still considers the structure, provides the most appropriate pathway for all levels of competitors 

b) Could regional grade championships be decided on one test instead of a combination of tests to encourage   

riders to mix grade at these events and give different opportunities? 

c) Could a separate grade Musical Championship be awarded at RE instead of being a part of the grade 

championship? 

d) Would OC get more or less entries if riders could contest a Championship without including the Musical. 

Would this take some pressure off OC? 

e) Should the sport try and standardise the conditions around Area Championships and use a standardised 

schedule template? 

 a) b) c) d) e) 

G
ro

u
p

 1
 

Inconsistent across 
all regions- some 
areas utilise tools 
well, some don't 

No! Only if there is a 
dedicated sponsor 
for that section-for 
grades 1-4 only. 
For grades 5 and up 
to be a part of the 
championship 

Would take 
pressure off the OC 
but possibly not 
reduce entries 

YES!!! 

G
ro

u
p

 2
 

Offer different 
options other than 
"test riding" e.g. 
non-musical 
freestyle judged on 
basic training, 
equitation rider 
tests  
 
Removing prize 
money; use money 
for organisation,  
surfaces etc. 

Catering for 
participation riders 
through to high goal 
riders 

Prize giving-stop 
mounted prize 
givings, only feature 
classes and some 
shows 

Keep musicals Costing breakdowns 
and standardisation 
per competition 
 
Standardised 
template for 
schedules 

G
ro

u
p

 3
 No- YH classes need 

to be added as an 
option to move 
forward 

Yes Yes Would depend on 
schedule 

No- areas need to 
maintain some 
individuality  

G
ro

u
p

 4
 

At a local area level, 
yes. This flows into 
area and national 
level also 

A little bit area 
dependent, not a 
one size fits all 
approach. Tending 
towards no 

No. It's usually just 
one class at shows, 
so we don't need 
another 
championship 

No difference. 
Those that don't 
like musicals choose 
not to do them, 
unless the musical is 
required for the 
championship class 
 

No, not a one size 
fits all approach 

G
ro

u
p

 5
 

It needs a review, 
consider  that 
there's a small 
upper echelon and 
a large base 

2x test minimum 
and include a 
musical freestyle 

No, separate 
musical 
championship. 
Consider a musical 
champ at nationals 

We believe you'd 
get less entries, and 
riders need them to 
qualify for HOY 

Basic template 
would help OC's 
with options for 
regions to add e.g. 
amateurs, masters, 
non grading etc. 
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Competition Structure Workshop Page 2 
 

 

 a) b) c) d) e) 

G
ro

u
p

 6
 

Do musicals need 
to be a part of 
championship or 
could they have a 
separate musical 
championship? 

Need to make sure 
that OC's have 
some discretion 
around content of 
champs as 
different issues in a 
variety of regions  

Need to try to 
make dressage less 
complicated to 
attract new people 
and make it more 
appealing  

  

G
ro

u
p

 7
 

Fine as it is No No, some are 
intimidated by 
musicals. Pick 
either a musical or 
just another test 
for inclusion into 
the championship- 
but not comparing 
apples with apples 

Probably not 
making much 
difference 

No. Different areas 
like to have their 
own conditions. 
Placings need to be 
worked out by 
Equestrian Entries 
(adding up points 
etc.) 
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CHAPTER III 
DRESSAGE COMPETITIONS 

Article 460A – Grading of Horses and Ponies and Categorisation of Riders 

 
1. Articles 460 to 462 of these rules set out how Horses and Ponies are graded and how Riders are categorised for 

the purposes of competitions and series run under these Rules; 
 

2. It is the responsibility of the person and/or competitor entering any competition or series in which the grading of 
a horse or pony or rider categorisation is a requirement of the competition or series to ensure the horse or pony 
or rider is eligible for the competition or series; 

 

3. In addition to any rules under the ESNZ General Regs, in the event the OC or Dressage NZ Sports Manager 
determines a horse or pony or rider is not eligible for a competition or series either before, during or after a 
competition or series the OC or DNZ Sports Manager may do any of the following: 

 

a. Disqualify the horse, pony and/or rider from the competition or series and, at the discretion of the OC or 
DNZ Sports Manager, with forfeiture of some or all of any entry fee of the competition or series;  

b. Allow the horse, pony and/or rider to be placed in the correct competition or series for the horse or 
pony’s grade and/or rider’s categorisation; 

c. Refer the matter to the Dressage NZ Technical Officer for further consideration; and/or 
d. Apply any other rules that the OC or DNZ has included in the Schedule for the competition or series.  

 

The following table sets out the Dressage NZ Rider Categories: 
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Category N  (CN) Newcomers. For riders who have never earned grading points at any Level   

Category 1 (C1)  For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at any level above Level 1 

Category 2 (C2)  For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at any level above Level  2 

Category 3 (C3) For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at any level above Level  3 

Category 4 (C4) For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points  at any level above Level 4  

Category 5 (C5)  For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at  any level above Level 5   

 Category 6 (C6) For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at  any level above Level 6   

Category 7 (C7) For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at  any level above Level 7   

Category 8 (C8)  For riders who have never earned 15 or more grading points at  any level above Level 8   

Category 9 (C9)  For riders who  have earned 15 or more grading points at  Level 9   

Category M (CM)  Masters. For Riders 50yrs & over (age from the beginning of the calendar year that the 
rider turns 50) 

Category Am  (CAm) Any rider C5 or below is a CAm rider but may not compete at more than two levels below 
their rider category e.g a C5 rider may compete in any CAm competition or series at level 3, 4 
and 5.  A C4 rider may compete in any CAm competition or series at levels 2,3 and 4.  


